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INTRODUCTION 

Citizens for Truth about the Kennedy Assassination (CTKA) is very 
proud to be able to distribute Board member Kathleen Cunningham's 
collection of medical documents from the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. These are newly declassified documents that have been 
released as a result of the JFK Act of 1 992. Kathleen transcribed them from 
the original documents she received from the National Archives for 
placement on computer disc for accessibility. They have been reformatted 
by PROBE editor Lisa Pease so that, when printed out, they are in a much 
more manageable booklet form. The documents have been proofread a 
number of times, but we make no claim of infallibility. If anyone finds any 
mistakes in the transcription process, please let us know and we will correct 
them in subsequent copies. 

Kathleen is a registered nurse who has become one of the 
foremost authorities on the medical aspects of the John Kennecfy assassina- 
tion. She lives with her husband in Ocala, Florida. We all owe a debt of 
gratitude to her for assembling what is probably the most valuable collec- 
tion of raw data on the medical evidence since 1979. 
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MEMORANDUM 


Originator-HSCA 










TO: File 


From: Purdy, Donald A., Jr. 




FROM: Andy Purdy 


To: 




DATE: August 17, 1977 


Date: 8/17/77 




RE: Search for missing autopsy materials 


Pages: 18 






Subjects: Harper, Jack C. 




1 spoke with DR. JACK C. HARPER on August 8th (office: 214/ 


Cairns, A. B. 




942-2878), the unde of the pre-medical student who found the skull 


Bone Evidence 




fragment in Dealey Plaza. DR. HARPER presumes the skull fragment is 


Burkley George G. 




with the other skull fragments and said that his nephew gave it to the 


Humes, James J. 




FBI. DR. HARPER saw the fragment on the Sunday following the 


Cate, Iva 




assassination and took it to Methodist Hospital on Monday at wJiich time 


Richardson, Ann Hoggue 




he contacted the FBI. 


Weisbeig, Harold 




DR. HARPER said the consensus of the doctors who viewed the 


Stringer, John T, Jr. 




skull fragment was that it was part of the occipital region. DR. HARPER 


Missing autopsy materials 




said he retained a photo of the skull fragment for about a year at whidh 






time the FBI took it from him. He says he believes his nephew still has 


Date Released: October 28, 1993 




such a photograph. DR. HARPER said the skull fragment had relatively 






fresh blood on it. 


Contents: A memorandum by Andy Purdy on the 




1 spoke with DR. A. B. CAIRNS on August 9, 1977, regarding 


interviews of Harper, Cairns, Burkley, Humes, 




the HARPER skull fragment. DR. CAIRNS has retired from his position as 


Cate, Weisbeig and Stringer in August, 1977. 




Chief of Pathology at Methodist Hospital and is now living at 2303 Post 


Document follows in full. 




Oak Road 






[end of page one] 
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Page 1\vo 
August 17, 1977 

in Rockdale, Texas (mailing address: P.O. Box 589). I spoke with DR. 
CAIRNS (51^446-2810) regarding his recollections of examining the 
skull fragment. DR. CAIRNS said the piece of skull fragment came from 
an area approximately 2 1/2 to 3 inches above the spine area. He said it 
had the markings of a piece of skull fragment from the lower occipital 
area, specifically: suture and inner markings v^ere blood vessels run 
around the base of the skull. DR. CAIRNS remembered a small area of 
skull fragment showing grayish discoloration suggesting metal had 
stained the bone. He said he had had experience with lead-caused 
damage in the past w^ch looked similar to this discoloration. 

DR. CAIRNS said he could see blood markings wWch indicated 
the skull fragment had been dislodged recently. DR. CAIRNS added that 
he wasn’t very interested in the skull fragment but did believe it was part 
of the assassination. DR. CAIRNS said the skull fragment had no 
indication ofbeing an entry or an exit wound. He said in other words, 
the edges of a wound did not show. However, he said he believed the 
skull fragment came from an area close to the entry wound by virtue of 
the way the “tables” were broken. DR. CAIRNS said that he was 
interviewed by an FBI agent from Oklahoma City with a Spanish 
surname. 

[end of page two] 



Page Three 
August 17, 1977 

Belford Lawson referred me to a report that a woman named 
IVA CATE had information concerning a retired Air Force man v^o 
allegedly had photographs from the autopsy I spoke with IVA CATE on 
August 1 1th and was told that apprcsdmately four years ago in the 
summer she attended a picnic in Stafford, Virginia near Route 7 in 
Fredricksbuig w^ere a man in his early forties was boasting that he had 
photographs connected with the assassination (no mention made with 
the autopsy). She felt that he was possibly on duty on the plane which 
returned the President to Washington or had a photograph of the 
swearing in ceremony She said the man had a woman with him and 
was the guest of a woman named ANN HOGGUE RICHARDSON viio 
presently lives at Route 6, Box 249, Falmouth, Virginia. I mailed a letter 
to her on August 1 5th asking her to call me. There seemed to be no 
working phone under her name. 

I spoke with HAROLD WEISBERG on the night of August 1 1th 
concerning the search for the missing autopsy material. He indicated to 
me that GEORGE HERMAN of CBS had been actively involved at one 
time in looking for the brain but he couldn’t remember the results of that 
search. Mr. WEISBERG said the Sutgeon (General of the Navy (above 
ADMIRAL GALLOWAY) ordered the autopsy doctors not to trace the 
tract of the neck wound. Mr. WEISBERG said that 

[end of page three] 
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Page Four 
August 17. 1977 

he believed there were different version of the autopsy report and that 
we should explore the changing of the wording of the autopsy report 
w^ch alternately deleted and put in the word “puncture." MR. 
WEISBERG said he believed that DR. BOSWELL had made the nota- 
tions on the autopsy face sheet. 

MR. WEISBERG said he believed he knows a “weak link" in the 
chain of those people involved in the autopsy but refused to disclose 
\Mio that person was. MR. WEISBERG said that the sections of his book 
Whitewash entitled “Number of Shots" and “Doctors in Dallas” should 
be thoroughly studied in addition to his book Postmortem. 

I attempted to contact DR. (ADMIRAL) GEORGE BURKLEY at 
his temporary residence in California (213/816-1416) and reached his 
daughter or daughter-in-law who indicated that he was staying at the 
Jonathan Club in Los Angeles and that he could be reached at 213/624- 
0881. I reached him at approximately 9:50 p.m. He indicated any 
correspondence to him can be sent to 2798 McConnell Drive, Los 
Angeles, California 90064. DR. BURKLEY said there were no photo- 
graphs taken of the interior of the chest. He indicated that he had 
possession of the brain and the tissue sections at the White House and 
that he took them to the National Archives. He said the only thing of 
interest among the materials was 

[end of page four] 



Page Five 
August 17, 1977 

the tissue sections (wiiich were taken of every major organ). He 
expressed grave concern about the misuse of these materials, particu- 
larly the adrenal glands. He said he felt the tissue sections of the wounds 
would be permissible to be examined. 

DR. BURKLEY said the doctors didn’t section the brain and that 
if it had been done, it might be possible to prove whether or not there 
were two bullets. DR. BURKLEY thinks there was one but concedes the 
possibility of there having been two. Says he was responsible for saving 
the brain after it was fixed in formalin. BURKLEY decided to keep the 
brain rather than put it back in the body as DR. HUMES wanted to do. 
DR. BURKLEY said he thought they could do serial sections of the brain 
of both the damaged and undamaged portions. He was particularly 
interested in examining the normal portions because he thought the 
President was of exceptional intelligence and that this might be reflected 
in the extra development of the brain. DR. BURKLEY then 
indicated that he had all of this material in the Executive Office Building. 

DR. BURKLEY said he took the brain and tissue sections (and 
presumably the paraffin blocks) to the National Archives and personally 
gave them to EYELYN [sic] LINCOLN. She mentioned without explana- 
tion that GIORDANO who is currently working at the Capitol as a 
doorkeeper, was working under MRS. LINCOLN’S 

[end of page five] 
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Page Six 
August 17, 1977 

direction at the Archives. When asked about this unsolicited comment, 
he said that he did not give the material to GIORDANO, rather he gave 
it personally to MRS. LINCOLN. 

Regarding the skull fragments, DR. BURKLEY said the one 
vdiich was found on the street had been given to the FBI. He said he’d 
received a letter from the uncle (presumably DR. HARPER) and that the 
fragment came to him at the White House and he then gave it to the 
FBI. Regarding these three skull fragments which were used to recon- 
struct the defect in the skull and the autopsy, they were not saved. He 
believes they were put back in with the body. DR. BURKLEY does not 
recall w^o he gave the single skull fragment to (associated with the FBI), 
but remembers having it taken to the FBI. 

I contacted DR. JAMES J. HUMES at the Drake Hotel (312/787- 
220, Room 606) on the evening of August loth (10:00 p.m.). DR. 
HUMES was attending the American Medical Association Convention in 
Chicago. This information was gleaned from his wife wiio was contacted 
at their home at 1336 Lochmoor Blvd., Grosse Point, Michigan 48236 
(313/886-7372). DR. HUMES' wife had indicated that her family was 
going on vacation beginning August 1 1th vJiich is the reason I contacted 
him at the convention before he left. He is due to return from vacation 
on August 29th. 

[end of page six] 
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Page Seven 
August 17, 1977 

DR. HUMES said he had no information regarding the skull 
fragment found on the street and that he had in fact never heard of it. 
Regarding the other three fragments, he said they were put back in the 
President’s head (note: embalmer should be asked about this). DR. 
HUMES said the autopsy doctors waited around through the embalming 
until about 4:30 or 5:00 in the morning. 

DR. HUMES specifically recalls that Kodachrome photographs 
were taken of the President’s chest, one of v^ch showed a relatively 
significant part of the tract of the first missile. 

DR. HUMES said he accompanied the other autopsy principals 
to the Archives in 1966 to view the materials and said it was the first time 
that he’d viewed them since the autopsy. (He was not specifically asked 
\;^iiether he saw X-rays during the autopsy.) DR. HUMES said he had no 
information with regard to X-rays of the extremities. When asked if he 
remembered that FINCK ordered such X-rays taken wJien he arrived 
during the course of the autopsy, DR. HUMES said he “vaguely recalled" 
all X-rays being taken. DR. HUMES recalled that sections were taken of 
the points of entrance of the bullets. He said the bullet wound in the 
back was found right away and not discovered in the “later stages of the 
autopsy". This was discovered during the complete examination that 
was made 

[end of page seven] 
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Page Eight 
August 17, 1977 

of the body before the autopsy work began. 

DR. HUMES said that no major blood vessels were struck by 
the bullet passing through the President’s neck. Regarding his assertion 
in the Warren Commission testimony that the bullets entered at a 45 
degree to 60 degree angle, DR. HUMES said it was a “guesstimate". He 
said he came to that concluaon because of the nature of the abrasion 
collar. 

Regarding the location of the entrance wound in the President’s 
head, 1 asked him whether the wound was in the upper or lower part of 
the head. DR. HUMES said that it was in the “lower head” area. 1 asked 
DR. HUMES about his kno\Medge of the Clark Panel Report. He said he 
known some of the people that served on it and said his understanding is 
that they confirmed the essential findings of the autopsy doctors. 1 cited 
to him the Qark Panel’s recitation of their determination that the autopsy 
doctors had miscalculated the location of the head wound by a vertical 
distance of approximately 100 millimeters (they said the autopsy doctors 
placed the wound that much lower than it really was). DR. HUMES 
stated categorically that he had access to the body itself and made the 
measurements of the actual head region. In addition, he said that 
photographs and X-rays have inherent limitations which are not present 
when one is examining the subject. 

[end of page eight] 



Page Nine 
August 17, 1977 

DR. HUMES speaks very very highly of ARLEN SPECTER. DR. 
HUMES said he stops in to see MR. SPECTER whenever he is in the 
Philadelphia area. He indicated that he went to Jefferson Medical 
School in Philadelphia and that he lived avMe in Upper Darby, Pennsjd- 
vania. It should be noted that he was very willing to talk to us and was 
surprised that he hadn’t heard fixjm us sooner. His attitude was much 
friendlier that his wife’s had been. She indicated, without solicitation, 
that her husband and her family had been hounded with numerous 
questions and contacts over the years from people interested in this case 
and many who were critical of the job her husband did. DR. HUMES 
was very concerned that we not interrupt his vacation for our work. He 
indicated that he has lived with the after shocks of his participation in the 
autopsy all of his life. 

Jim Kelly and 1 talked by telephone with JOHN THOMAS 
STRINGER, JR., the autopsy photographer, on August 12th. 

MR. STRINGER said that he had been director of medical 
photography at the Naval Medical School. He said the head of the 
school at that time was CAPTAIN STOVER. 

MR. STRINGER was caUed by DR. HUMES, the Director of 
Pathology [sic], around dinner time on November 22, 1963, to come in 
to work. STRINGER assumed that the nature of the assign- 

[end of page nine] 
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Page Ten 
August 17. 1977 

ment was to take pictures of the Kennedy autopsy. His equipment 
included a 4 in. by 5 in. graphic “view camera" vMch had a standard 
lens and used film holders with one film on each side (two altogether). 
He said there were probably flood lights used. 

MR. STRINGER said he waited along side of the autopsy table 
in the morgue waiting to be told to begin. He said DR. HUMES gave 
him the go ahead. He said DR. HUMES was the one \n^o primarily told 
him what pictures he wanted taken during the surgery. STRINGER said 
the operation was like a three ring circus with so many people present 
including a number of flag rank military men. Some of these military 
men talked of bringing in metal detectors (possibly ADMIRAL GALLO- 
WAY) to help in the search for any bullets or bullet fragments in the 
President’s body. 

STRINGER said that there was a school of Metal Photography 
there and one of the corpsman was on duty there that night. It was his 
film v^diich was destroyed by a federal agent. He believes the man’s 
name was RIEBE (possibly RABE) v^o had a designation of HM-3. He 
said RIEBE was a student there w^ose job it was to help STRINGER. 
RIEBE had a small camera which the agent opened and exposed. 
STRINGER does not believe the student was going to take any pictures 
of had taken any pictures. He says he didn’t overhear any conver- 

[end of page ten] 



Page Eleven 
August 17. 1977 

sation between the agent and RIEBE. 

STRINGER said he does not remember how many pictures he 
took but he is sure that he exposed each of the two sides of each film 
holder used. He said (following STOVER’s orders) that after each film 
holder was exposed he gave it to a Secret Service man standing by. He 
said that Secret Service man later signed a release to STOVER. 
STRINGER said he has a copy of that receipt at his home in Florida. 

STRINGER said the first time he saw the photographs was in 
1966. He said the photographs were not developed by his people so he 
has no information about v^^at happened to them between the time he 
turned them over to the Secret Service man and the time he viewed 
them again in 1966 along with the autopsy doctors. 

STRINGER said it was his recollection that all the photographs 
he had taken were not present in 1966. He noted that the receipt he 
had said some of the film holders had no film in one side of the cassettes. 
He said the receipt said this happened in two or three of the film holders 
where one side only was allegedly loaded. He said he could understand 
it if the film holders were reported to have poorly exposed or defective 
film but could not believe that there were any sides of the film holders 
w^ch were not loaded with film. STRINGER said he did not take any 
black and vifite photographs and that 

[end of page eleven] 
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Page TWelve 
August 17, 1977 

those that were made must have been from the color transparencies in 
the two step process. STRINGER said that his recoUection that all the 
photographs he took were not present in the materials he viewed in 
1966 was based on the receipt. However, STRINGER also said that he 
thought he had taken some interior photographs of the President’s chest 
(“I believe so"). He said he didn’t recall if these photographs were taken 
before or after the vital organs were removed. He indicated that he took 
no contemporaneous or subsequent notes of his recollections. He said 
he was present in the room vdiere the autopsy was conducted between 
approximately 6:00 and 6:30 p.m. on the night of the 22nd and 3:00 to 
3:30 a.m. on the morning of the 23rd. 

STRINGER said he believed the X-rays probably included X- 
rays of the extremities because this was “. . . generally routine." 

STRINGER said he took some photographs of the brain in the 
morgue two or three days after the autopsy. He said he was there with 
Doctors HUMES and BOSWELL. He says he gave this film to HUMES 
and received no receipt. He believes he took at least sfac color transpar- 
encies. He indicated he wasn’t sure if he viewed these photographs 
w^en he saw the materials in 1966. 

[end of page twelve] 



Page Thirteen 
August 17, 1977 

MR. STRINGER does not recall anyone giving orders to the 
autopsy doctors. Specifically with regard to GENERAL MCHUGH, MR. 
STRINGER said that vMe he kept coming in and out and manifested a 
great deal of emotional upset, he did not issue any such orders. On the 
day after the assassination CAPTAIN STOVER ordered all individuals 
involved to maintain their silence. (See National Naval Medical Center 
file) 

MR. STRINGER said he saw no sketches being taken during the 
autopsy. He believes that vdien he took photographs of the brain two or 
three days later, the doctors sectioned the brain. In retrospect, he recalls 
something near the beginning of the autopsy which indicated discussion 
about them not doing the complete autopsy. He believed the President’s 
physician (ADMIRAL BURKLEY) was at the center of these discussions 
and seemed to be acting at the instructions of someone else, presumably 
the Kennedy family. 

MR. STRINGER recalled conversation about the pathway 
through the neck and specifically discussion about air in the throat. He 
remembers a great deal of discussion and concern as the doctor 
searched for a missing bullet. He believes HUMES instituted the call to 
Dallas. 

Regarding any interior photographs, STRINGER said he 
believes he took at least one from the neck down and said 

[end of page thirteen] 
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Page Fourteen 
August 17, 1977 

he saw it in 1966. 

MR. STRINGER lives at 23 Dolphin Drive, Veto Beach, Florida 
32960. He is currently staying with his daughter, MRS. ROSS, until 
Thursday, the 18th. 

On the morning of August 15, 1977. MR. STRINGER went with 
Jim Kelly, Colleen Boland and myself to the National Archives to view 
the photographs. 

MR. STRINGER looked at all color photographs. Regarding 
photograph #38, MR. STRINGER said the ruler was placed by DR. 
HUMES or DR. BOSWELL to show the size of the defect in the head. 

He said he focused the camera on the lower side of the head to focus on 
the ruler. Regarding photograph #40, MR. STRINGER said the doctors 
were debating whether the hole was caused by a bullet. Regarding 
photograph #42, he said the little piece of matter on the lower rear of 
the head was “...a piece of bone or something.” Regarding photograph 
#44, he said he was focusing on the bottom part of the picture. There 
was considerable discussion regarding the direction of the face in this 
picture of the top of the head with the brain removed. MR. STRINGER 
felt the face was going in a different direction than DR. BADEN’s 
impression. The piece of skin area was likely a shoulder, vJiile DR. 
BADEN thought it was the cheek. He 

[end of page fourteen] 



Page Fifteen 
August 17, 1977 

said he thought the pathologist would be better able to describe the 
photograph. Regarding the photograph #45, STRINGER said DR. 
HUMES took the measurements during the autopsy and would tell 
someone else w^at they were, “...because he was wearing bloody 
gloves.” He said that generally in autopsies, a technician takes notes. 

STRINGER said he didn’t take any photographs of the organs 
before or after they were removed because none were asked for. He 
says he took the brain photos two or three days later. He remembers 
that in the examination of the brain, the doctors took some sections but 
said that he “. . . didn't section the brain serially.” He said the photo- 
graphs of the brain are before the sections were removed. He also said 
he believes the doctors "... cut some peices [sic] from the brain . . . 
while normally they would cut it right in half.” 

He said the photographs of the back were taken \;i4ien the body 
was held up and the photographs of the open head were taken while the 
head was held up. 

STRINGER was a little bit unsure as to whether or not he’d 
taken black and v^te photographs of the brain in addition to the color. 
He first indicated he had taken black and white and then said he had 
not. Specifically, he exam- 

[end of page fifteen] 
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Page Sixteen 
August 17, 1977 

ined negative #19 which he said was a real negative (as opposed to one 
made from a color transparency). He said in the general autopsy, he 
only took color photographs. 

STRINGER says that during the examination of the brain he 
“faintly recalls the doctors taking a little square like piece” from the 
brain. He says he left wMe the doctors were still working. STRINGER 
gave the film he took of the brain to DR. HUMES. 

Regarding the possibility that he took interior chest photo- 
graphs, STRINGER said "... 1 believe some pictures were taken of the 
body cavity ...” He indicated that he “exposed a film holder” of that 
area. He said the KELLERMAN receipt indicated that there were “. . . 
one or two empty film holders” vWch KELLERMAN received. 
STRINGER explained that the film in the film holders were silver on the 
one side v^en the picture was unexposed and was black w^en exposed. 
He remembers explicitly that v^en the film holders were turned over, 
both sides were black. He said he did not personally examine the film 
holders to see if there was actually film within them. In other words, the 
fact that both sides were black wMe indicating the exposure was made, 
did not speak to the question of whether or not there was film in there. 
STRINGER remembers taking “at least two exposures of the body cavity.” 

[end of page sixteen] 



Page Seventeen 
August 17, 1977 

STRINGER recalls that during the autopsy someone was asked 
to call Parkland. He also remembers DR. BURKLEY discussing the faa 
that the doctors should not conduct a full autopsy, saying: “. . . shouldn’t 
do a complete one if didn’t [sic] have to.” STRINGER said the doctors 
had to crack the skull somewhat to get the brain out, though they didn’t 
have to saw it off. 

STRINGER said he believed the X-rays were taken of the full 
body including the extremities. 

STRINGER said there was a phone in the autopsy room and a 
phone in the back room. 

[end of page seventeen and end of document] 
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INVESTIGATION MADE BY: SAIC Harry W. Geiglein 
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TITLE OR CAPTION: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
SYNOPSIS 

This report relates to the measures employed to effect security 
of the President’s car, 100-X, and the follow-up car, 679-X, on return 
from Dallas, Texas, following the assassination of President Kennedy. 

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION 

This investigation was initiated on November 22, 1963, 
following receipt of instructions from ASAIC Floyd M. Boring, 'Wiite 
House Detail, that steps be taken to effect security of the President’s car 
(lOO-JO and the follow-up car (679-X) on their return from Dallas, Texas. 
President John F. Kennedy occupied the rear seat of SS- 100-X v^en he 
was assassinated, and SS-679-X was directly behind the Presidential 
limousine at the time of the assassination. There two vehicles were 
driven to Love Field, Dallas, Texas, for immediate transportation to 
Andrews Air Force Base, Washington, D.C. 

Following the arrival of President Lyndon B. Johnson and the 
remains of President Kennedy at Andrews Air Force Base, the reporting 
Special Agents conferred with Captain Milton B. Hartenblower, Duty 
Operations Officer, and Lt. Colonel Robert Best, Provost Marshal, 
Andrews Air Force Base, to arrange for landing instruction of the Air 
Force cargo plane transporting the subject vehicles and to escort these 
vehicles from Andrews Air Force Base. Also, arrangements were made 
with the U.S. Park Police for motorcycle escort of these automobiles to 
the White House Garage. 

DISTRIBUTION: Chief Washington 

COPIES: Orig. G 2 cc 2 cc 

REPORT MADE BY: /V Charles E. Taylor, Jr. DATE: 11/27/63 

Charles E. Taj^or, Jr. 

APPROVED: /s/ Harry W. Geiglein DATE: 11/27/63 

Harry W. Geiglein 

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE: Harry W. Geiglein 
[end of page one] 
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At 8:00 P.M. on November 22, 1963, SS-IOO-X and SS-679-X 
arrived at Andrews Air Force Base on Air Force Cargo Plane No. 612373 
(C-130-E3, wMch plane was assigned to the 78th Air TVansport Squadron 
from Charleston Air Force Base and piloted by Captain Thomason. The 
plane was taxied to a point just off of Runway 1028, approximately 100 
yards from the Control Tower [sic] at Andrews AFB, and a security 
cordon was placed around the aircraft while these vehicles were being 
unloaded. 

On the plane accompanying these vehicles were Special 
Agents Kinney and Hickey. 

The Presidential vehicles were driven under escort to the White 
House Garage at 22nd and M Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C., arriving 
at approximately 9:00 P.M. SS-IOO-X was driven by SA IQnney, accom- 
panied by SA Taylor, and SS-679-x was driven by SA Hickey, accompa- 
nied by Special Agents Keiser and Brett. 

On arrival, SS-IOO-X was backed into the designated parking 
bin and SS-679-X was parked a few feet away. A plastic cover was 
placed over SS-IOO-X and it was secured. The follow-up car, SS-679-X, 
was locked and secured. Special Agents Keiser, Brett, and the reporting 
Special Agent effected security, assisted by White House Policemen 
Snyder and Rubenstal. 

At 10:10 P.M., Deputy Chief Patemi, ASAIC Boring, and 
representatives from Dr. Burkley's office at the White House, William 
Martinell and Thomas Mills, inspected SS-IOO-X. 

At 12:01 A.M., November 23, 1963, the security detail was 
relieved by Special Agents Paraschos and Kennedy and White House 
Policeman J. W. Edwards. 

At 1:00 A.M., as per arrangements by Deputy Chief Patemi, a 
team of FBI Agents examined the Presidential limouane. This team was 
comprised of Orrin H. Bartlett, Charles L. Killian, Cortlandt Cunningham, 
Robert A. Frazier, and Walter E. Thomas [the typed name originally 
entered here has been scratched out & is not readable, and the name 
“Thomas" has been inserted in longhand]. 

Mr. Orin Bartlett drove the Presidential vehicle out of the bin. 
The team of FBI Agents, assisted by the Secret Service Agents on duty, 
removed the leatherette convertible top and the plexi-glass bubbletop; 
also the molding strips that secure the floor matting, and the rear seat. 
What appeared to be bullet fragments were removed from the wind- 
shield and the floor rug in the rear of the car. 

[end of page two] 
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The two blankets on the left and right rear doors were re- 
moved, inspected, and returned to the vehicle. The trunk of the vehicle 
was opened and the contents examined, and nothing was removed. A 
meticulous examination was made of the back seat to the car and the 
floor rug, and no evidence was found. In addition, of particular note 
was the small hole just to the left of center in the windshield from \Miich 
wffiat appeared to be bullet fragments were removed. The team of 
agents also noted that the chrome molding strip above the windshield, 
inside the car, just right of center, was dented. The FBI Agents stated 
that this dent was made by the bullet fragment which was found 
imbedded in the front cu^on. 

During the course of this examination, a number of color 
photos were taken by this FBI [“FBI” inserted in longhand with an arrow] 
search team. They concluded their examination at 4:30 A.M. and the 
President’s [the word “President’s" has been inserted in longhand with a 
carat] car was reassembled and put back in the storage bin. 

At 8:00 A.M. on November 23, the security detail was relieved 
by Special Agents Hancock and Davis and White House Policeman J. C. 
Rowe. SA Gonzalez relieved SA Hancock at Noon and at 4:00 P.M., 
Messrs, [sic] Fox and Norton, Protective Research Section, photo- 
graphed the Presidential limousine. At 4:30 P.M., SA Gonzalez contacted 
SAIC Bouck and Deputy Chief Patemi and, at their request, the flowers, 
tom pieces of paper, and other miscellaneous debris were removed from 
the floor of the car (SS-IOO-X) and taken to the Washington Field Office. 
At that time, the special detail securing the Presidential limousine and 
the follow-up car was discontinued. 

DISPOSITION 

This case is closed with the submission of this report. 

CET:mkd 



[end of page three and end of document] 
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Connally, John 
Parkland Staff 
Parkland Methodology 
Medical Evidence 



Bullets 

Release Date: 10/25/93 



Contents; TVanscript of tape recorded interview of 
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Jack Moriarty of the JFK Task Force for the 
HSCA on March 12, 1977: Saturday, at 6:35 
p.m. Document in full follows typed exactly 
as original: 
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Interview of: Audrey N. Bell 


By Howard Gilbert and Jack Moriarty (JFK Task Force) 


Date: 


March, 12, 1977, Saturday 


Time: 


6:35 p.m. 


Location: Apartment of Miss Bell 

4317 Hartford - Apt. #103 
Dallas, TX 


Also present: Miss Bell’s sister 


G: 


Now, Miss Bell, you can observe that we are tape recording a 
statement from you, can you not? 


B: 


Yes. 


G: 


And this is done with your permission, is that correct? 


B: 


Yes. 


G: 


Now, prior to our taping this statement, we chatted for some 15 
- 20 minutes, is that correct? 


B; 


Yes. 


G; 


All right. Now, Miss Bell, I want to direct your attention to 
November 22, 1963, and ask where you v^ere employed at 
that time. 


B: 


Parkland Memorial Hospital, Dallas. 


G: 


And in what capacity were you employed? 


B: 


Supervisor of the operating rooms and recovery rooms. 


G: 


Now do you recall the incident where Gov. Connally was 
operated on on [sic] that day? 


B: 


Yes. 


G: 


And do you recall \Mio the orthopedic surgeon was? 


B: 


Yes, Dr. Charles Gregory. 


G: 


And wdio was the thorasic [sic] surgeon? 


[end of page one of interview] 
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B: Dr. Robert Shaw. 

G: Now, you have informed me that certain foreign bodies were 

taken from the body of Gov. Connally. Is that correct? 

B: Yes. 

G: And w^at is the procedure that was used at the hospital for the 

removal and recovery of foreign objects. 

B: On that, ah, the procedure is that the objects were removed by 

the surgeon, and either placed in a container or given to the 
scrub nurse to place in a container on the scrub nurse’s table. 
Then they are taken 

G: Wait just a minute, would you describe the type of container 

that diey would be placed in? 

B: A small glass container about one ounce medicine glass. 

G: Similar to a ^e and shape to a shot glass? 

B: That’s light. 

G: All right, after the objects are placed into the container by 

either the doctor or ^e scrub nurse, w^at then occurs? 

B: On that particular case they were given to me, and I took them 

in my office and prepared one of our foreign body envelopes. . 

G: Foreign body envelopes? What is that, would you explain that? 

B: We had a foreign body envelope in vWch we could record the 

name of the patient, the hospital identification number, the 
foreign body with the description, whether there were any 
markings on it, who the surgeon was, and we signed it off 
ourselves. 

G: Would you describe on the envelope the number of objects 

placed within the envelope? 

B: Yes. 

G: And with respect to the objects taken from Gov. Connally’s 

body, who prepared that particular envelope? 

B: 1 did. 

G: Was that done in your own hand? 

B: Yes. 

[end of page two of document] 



G: And did you place the objects that you took fi'om the operating 

room in he envelope yourself? 

B; Yes. 

G: Did you seal it yourself? 

B: Yes. 

G: And did you place file description of those objects on file envelope? 

B: Yes. 

G: Now, to the best of your present recollection, how many 

individual foreign objects were placed into that envelope? 
Taken from Gov. Connally’s body? 

B: Four or five, I am not sure at this particular time. 

G: Do you have a recollection as to whether or not those objects 

were metalic [sic] objects? 

B: Yes, they were metalic [sic]. Grayish in color, as well as I recall. 

G: All right, and after you placed them into the foreign body 

envelope and sealed that envelope, what did you do with it? 

B: I delivered them to the FBI, and he signed for them, this was a 

deviation from our procedure, he signed, ah, there wras a, took 
an inter-office memorandum and wrote on there about my 
delivering those to the FBI. I believe Mr. Sorrels, and signed it, 
this 

G: Now, you believe that it w/as Mr. Sorrels? 

B: I believe so, I recall this name. I recall this name. 

G: You recall the name but you’re not positive at this point that it 

was Sorrels? 

B: No, No [sic]. I’m not sure. 

G: But it was someone fiom the FBI who showed you identification. . . 

B: ’The FBI or Secret Service, that I gave it to. And I think it was 

the FBI. 

G: Did they show you identification? 

B: They probably did. I saw so much ID that day that, ah, bacause 

[sic] we had so many of these people in suigury [sic]. 

[end of page three of document] 
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G: When the envelope was turned over, it was in a sealed condi- 

tion, is that right? 

B: It was sealed. 

G: And if the envelope was to be produced today, and the 

envelope described the number of metalic [sic] objects, that 
would have been the number that you yourself ascertained 
went into the envelope at the time that you sealed it? 

B: Yes. 

G: You're sure of that. 

B: Well, that’s v^at I put into it, I don’t v^at [sic] would have 

happedned [sic] to it since then. 

G: Fine. Now, you’re best recollection you indicated to me was 

how many specific types of foreign objects were numbered? 

B: Four or five. 

G: All right. Now, 1 have asked you to, on a piece of paper, with a 

pencil, to draw, to draw for me if you would, the smallest size, 
on a one surface size, of the foreign objects. Would you do that 
again, please? 

B: It’s dfificult. 

G: All right. Now, would you please put a large circle around that? 

And would you write your name next to it, please? And 
would you place todays [sic] date, which is March 12th. 
Now you have written that in pencil, have you not? 

B: That’s right. 

G: Will you circle the entire thing that you have done with a blue 

felt tip pen? And would you write on there. Exhibit A. Now, 

Mr. Moriarty, I’m going to ask that you also sign that sheet of 
paper at this point. Now, If [sic] I understand you correctly, 
you’re saying that of the objects, the foreign bodies that you 
placed into the envelope, the small penciled diagram that you 
have just drawn, indicates the smallest, in your recollection, of 
the foreign objects that would have gone in. 

B: Yes. 

G: Would you fill in the blue ink the little circle describing the 

object that you have drawn in pencil. In other words, just kind 
of color it in blue, so that we have it as a permanent record. 

[end of page four of document] 
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G: All right. Thank you. Now, you're, we may have said this, we 

indicated that we were taking this statement at your residence, 
v^Wch was 4317 Hartford, your home phone is 526-5369? And 
your present office address is, rather telephone number is 637- 
3820, X 3 17? 

B: Yes. 

G; And you are presently employed by vfiio? 

B: Children’s medical center. 

G: And you are the what? 

B: Supervisor of the operating suite. 

G: All right. Now is there anything that you would like to add, 

with respect to vdiat we have discussed here? To make your 
statement more complete, or to explain anything that we have 
discussed vdiile the tape recorder has been on? 

B: Just that, it has been many years, and this is all just trying to 

recollect what happened on that date. 1 could not swear, you 
know, I cannot be absolutely certain, of the number of small 
firagments. 

G: Your best recollection is 

B: But my recollection is 4 to 5. 

G: Mr. Moriarty, do you have something to add? 

M: No, 1 haven’t. 

G: Then, it is now 6:45 p.m. and this is the termination of the tape. 

[end of page five and final page of document] 

[Note: Audrey Bell’s drawing of the metallic fragments is not attached to 

the interview] 
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Record Number 180-10093-10414 Agency File Number 002054 
Originator-HSCA 
From: Kelly, James P. 

To: 

Date: 8/16/77 

Pages: 2 

Subjects: Kennedy, John, Autopsy 

Benson, Leland 

Date of release: 10/23/93 

Contents: Memorandum written by James P Kelly to 

HSCA “File” on interview with Leland 
Benson, August 16, 1977. Document follows 
in fiill. 

MEMORANDUM TO FILE 



FROM: 


JAMES P. KELLY 


DATE: 


AUGUST 16, 1977 


RE: 

AUTOPSY 


INTERVIEW WITH LELAND BENSON RE: KENNEDY 


CC: 


Clifford Fenton 



Leland W. Benson, residing at 10028 Sinnott Drive, Bethesda, 
Maryland (301 530 4972) was interviewed this date at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital by the writer regarding his activities in connection with the 
autopsy of President John F. Kennedy performed at Bethesda Naval 
Hospitk on November 22, 1973 [sic]. 

Benson was Supervising Histo-Pathology Technician at the time 
and supervised the processing of tissue from JFK's autopsy. He was not 
on duty after 4PM on the 22nd of November and did not return to duty 
at the Lab until Monday morning, November 25. 1963. 

The normal procedure at that time was for the Pathologist 
performing the autopsy to forward sections of tissue from either autop- 
sies or surgery to the Lab. In Autopsy [sic], a routing slip was filled out 
with the numerical notation of how many sections of tissue were being 
forwarded to the lab and sent along with the sections up to Benson’s 
Histo-Pathology Lab. 

In Kennedy’s case, Benson recalls that a routing slip was sent on 
Monday morning and the sections were processed into wax blocks 
wJiich were then shaved into micro sections and stained by hand. 

The finished dides were then given to a pathologists to read. 

All slides and gross tissue were returned to Dr. James Humes, the 
Pathologists [sic] who handled the Kennedy autopsy on November 22, 
1963. Nothing was kept in the Lab and no record made of intake or 
processing. 

Humes would make whatever notes were necessary. 

Benson said Bethesda did an average of 300 autopsies a year. 

The brain tissue was processed to the best of his recollection. 
Brains removed at autopsies are usually fixed in formalin and then kept 
in a chrome “bucket” of formalin. He said that he did not see Kennedy’s 
brain at any time and does not know wdiere it is today. He said that is 
possible that the brain and tissues were sent to the Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology at Walter Reed Hospital on 16th Street. Sometimes 
teaching slides are made and the brain is used as a teaching specimen. 

[end of page one] 
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MEMO RE INTERVIEW WITH LELAND BENSON RE: KENNEDY 
AUTOPSY 

Benson said he was questioned in 1964 by representatives from 
the Warren Commission about his knowledge of the autopsy and NNMC 
procedures. He could not recall who questioned him. 

* * * * 



[end of page two and end of document] 
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Date: 
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Pages: 


2 


Subjects: 


Bird, Sam 

Kennedy, John; Autopsy 


Date Released: 


October 22, 1993 


Contents: 


Brief, handwritten Outside Contact Report on 
telephone interview by HSCA investigator 
Mark Flanagan with Major Samuel Bird. 
Document follows in full. 
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KENNEDY 

OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 2-17-78 TIME 3:30 

I. Identifying Infonnation: 

Name: Major Sam Bird Telephone: (316) 683-8039 

Address: Witchita, KA 67206 

Type of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

Called Bird because he was present at the autopsy of JFK — he did 
not recall too many details — he did record a tape, however, of the 
events surrounding the ceremonial aspects of JFK’s assassination — 
(Bird was head of the casket detail) — Bird said he would review the 
tape over the weekend & then I could call him on tuesday Feb 21 & see 
what the tape contain [sic]. 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

Signature: /sf Flanagan 

[end of page one and end of document] 
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Originator-HSCA 


From: 

To: 


Bird, Samuel 


Date: 


2/21/78 


Pages: 


3 


Subjects: 


Bird, Samuel 


Date Released: 


October 27, 1993 


Contents: 


Brief, handwritten. Outside Contact Report 
by HSCA investigator Mark Flanagan on 
February 21, 1978 telephone interview with 
Major Samuel Bird. Document follows in full. 
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Record Number 180-10093-10421 Agency File Number 002061 


OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 




Originator-HSCA 


DATE 2-21-78 TIME 3:40 




From: Boland, Colleen 






To: Hess, Jacqueline 


I. Identifying Information: 




Date: 8/16/77 






Pages: 4 


Name: Major Samuel Bird Telephone (316)683-8039 




Date of Release: October 23, 1993 


Address: 8230 BrookhoUow St. 






\\Titchita, KA 67206 




Subjects: Boswell, J. Thornton 






Kennedy, John, Autopsy 


Type of Contact: X Telephone 




Evidence, Medical 


Person 




Humes, James 






Bethesda Naval Medical Center 


II. Summary of Contact: 




Contents: A memorandum by Colleen Boland summa- 


Went back to quarters — listened to the TV. — wdio were the 




rizing an August 16, 1977 interview with J. 


personnel — NO information pertaining to the autopsy on the tape — he 




Thornton Boswell. Note that Agency File 


reviewed over the weekend. 




Number 002071 is on this same interview. 






The document follows in full. 


III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 






Signature: /s/ Mark Flanagan 






[end of page one and end of document] 
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Record Number 180 - 10093-10430 Agency FUe Number 002071 

Originator-HSCA 

From; Purdy. Donald A. Jr. 

To: Kelly, Jim 

Date: 8/17/77 

Pages: 15 

Subjects: Boswell, J. Thornton 

Kennedy, John, Autopsy 
Evidence, Medical 
Bethesda Naval Medical Center 

Date of Release; 5/7/93 

Contents: Memorandum on 8/1 6/77 interview with Dr. 

J. Thornton Boswell by Andy Purdy. Note 
that this memo is on the same interview as 
Agency File Number 00206 1 . Document 
follows in full. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: Jim Kelly 

Kenneth Klein 

FROM: Andy Purdy 

DATE: August 17. 1977 

RE: Notes of Interview with Dr. J. Thornton Boswell - 

August 17. 1977, National Orthopedic Hospital, 
Arlington, Virginia 

(Jim: Request your comments, additions and corrections concerning 

^e following account of the interview.) 

On Hiesday, August 16, 1977, we interviewed DR. J. 
THORNTON BOSWELL (Colleen Boland, Jim Kelly, and Andy Purdy) at 
the National Orthopedic Hospital in Arlington, Virginia. 

DR. BOSWELL said that DR. HUMES had just stopped by on 
his way to the beach (Ocean City) for his vacation. He recalls that 
HUMES was Director of Laboratories and BOSWELL was the Chief of 
Pathology of the Naval Hospital at the time of the hospital [sic]. DR. 
BOSWELL indicated that he was interviewed by MR. SPECTER a few 
weeks after the autopsy and that he testified before the Warren Commis- 
sion but that he wasn’t interviewed by anyone else in their official 
governmental capacities. 

DR. BOSWELL was notified by BRUCE SMITH, Acting Director 
of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology in the early afternoon that he 
would have to participate in the autopsy of the President. Apparently 
the Navy Department had gotten a commun- 

[end of page one] 
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ique from Dallas. BOSWELL indicated that he was the first one con- 
tacted 0-lUMES was on vacation at the time). BOSWELL then con- 
tacted the command officer of the medical school and hospital. 
BOSWELL said he told BRUCE SMITH that it was “ridiculous to do the 
post here." He said that he was told that DR. BURKLEY had insisted that 
the President be brought there. BOSWELL felt the post-mortem [sic] 
should have been done at DFIP [sic]. 

DR. BOSWELL had been concerned that they began the 
autopsy without any written authorization \Miich is something they never 
do. Such authorization has to come from the next of kin. He said that 
JACKIE finally signed an authorization \Miich arrived in the morgue near 
the end of the autopsy. He indicated that DR. BURKLEY was basically 
supervising everything that went on in the autopsy room and that the 
commanding officer was also responding to BURKLEY’S wishes. He 
indicated that ROBERT MCNAMARA seemed to have acted as liaison 
between the family and DR. BURKLEY, and that MCNAMARA kept his 
head throughout. He implied that MCNAMARA was never actually in 
the autopsy room but was working out of the room \Miere the family was 
staying. DR. BOSWELL indicated that he was notified in the early 
afternoon of his forthcoming role in the autopsy. 

Later that afternoon he went to do some “moonlighting" at 
Suburban Hospital and was called back approximately 6:00. He said the 
autopsy began around 8:00 p.m. He said the President’s body was 
removed from the casket. There was a pillowcase and sheets around the 
head area. Regarding those sheets, DR. BOSWELL 
[end of page two] 
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said that DR. HUMES was very concerned about the potential distress to 
anyone if any items connected with the autopsy were misused. For 
example, he said he was afraid the sheets would end up in somebody’s 
bam on Highway 66 as exhibits. DR. BOSWELL said they missed some 
things they shouldn’t have missed but they didn’t make any mistakes in 
regard to that concerned with [sic] DR. HUMES. He said that DR. 
HUMES later personally threw the sheets in the washing machine. 

At the beginning DR. BURKLEY gave instructions and said very 
early on that the police had “...captured the guy who did this, all we 
need is the bullet." DR. BOSWELL said “...we argued with him at that 
point...saying the autopsy must be complete and thorough." 

The radiologist began his work very early on using a portable 
machine. The photographer was also there looking on. DR. BOSWELL 
indicated that regarding the tracheostomy, the doctors “...thought it was 
a wound." He meant to convey the impression that the doctors thought 
it was a bullet wound. (This becomes potentially significant in later 
stages of the interview.) 

DR. BOSWELL indicated that he has reviewed the X-rays on 
several occasions. He said he doesn’t think they took X-raj« of the 
extremities. He recalls a number of fine metal fragments in the head but 
doesn’t remember if there were any in the neck path. He said there was 
a small fleck in the spinal canal; but said the radiologist said there was no 
damage to the cervical 

[end of page three] 
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spine. (Note his later description of the radio-opaque object lower 
down in the back.) 

DR. BURKLEY indicated he wanted just a limited autopsy to the 
thorax and this was then extended to the head. DR. HUMES insisted 
there be a complete autopsy, saying, for example, the adrenals were 
extremely important. DR. BURKLEY said it would be okay to examine 
the adrenals if they could reach them through the upper opening. DR. 
BOSWELL reached down and tried to reach the adrenals but could not 
and DR. BURKLEY agreed that they could do a M autopsy. DR. 
BOSWELL indicated they didn’t do a "Y” incision, rather they did an 
incision from the axilla down below the nipple and the area was opened 
up. The organs were removed from the chest. 

DR. BOSWELL indicated that “...we had gotten ourselves in 
dutch with the neck and throat wounds with regard to the Secret 
Service." DR. BOSWELL indicated that one of the agents (he wasn’t 
sure if FBI or Secret Service) was on the phone most of the time. (He 
seemed to be implying they were on the phone that was in the main 
autopsy room.) 

DR. BURKLEY made clear that he didn’t want a report on the 
adrenal glands, wanting instead that that information be reported 
informally. 

DR. BURKLEY indicated that the slides (not photographic 
slides, rather those of the tissue sections apparently) were processed 
immediately. Normally the procedure was that the 
[end of page four] 
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slides would be ready in a week or ten days. He said that normally the 
doctors doing an autopsy write a provisional report including a diagnosis 
and gross descriptions and write a supplemental report some time after 
that v^en they can study the slides and other material more closely. 

BOSWELL said the brain was examined and described at the 
time of the autopsy and was examined further two days later. He said 
the brain was “sufficiently exposed" so that the doctors didn’t feel they 
had to cut into it. In other words, they though [sic] that they could 
sufficiently see the injury without doing serial sections or any other 
sections, saying “the records" should show if the doctors had cut into it. 
He indicated that DR. HUMES and he worked on this procedure with 
possibly two lab technicians, including DR. KARNEl (wfiio served as chief 
assistant) and the chief hospital corpsman, vdio he believes was a man 
named MASON (status - HMC). DR. BOSWELL said following the 
examination the brain was taken by the doctors in a chrome bucket up 
to CAPTAIN STOVER’S office along with the slides, paraffin blocks (from 
which the slides were made), tissue blocks from each organ in a mason 
jar and the brain. He said these materials were hand carried to ADMI- 
RAL BURKLEY, presumably by a Secret Service man. During the chain 
of custody of this material, DR. BOSWELL said he believed “SMOKY" 
STOVER undoubtedly had a receipt for “...everything \Miich tran- 
spired...” 

DR. BOSWELL indicated that in the area of the neck wound 
there was a “...contusion along the inner margin of the apex of 
[end of page five] 
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his lung” \^Wch was “...the only way we could trace the entire path of the 
tract of the bullet." He said the bullet passed through the upper thorax; 
he said he thought they photographed “...the exposed thoracic cavity 
and lung..." but doesn’t remember ever seeing those photographs. He 
indicated that he is certain there was no major blood vessel damaged by 
the path of the missile. 

According to BOSWELL, HUMES probed the neck wound with 
his little finger (indicating a point on the little finger \Miich did not go 
past the first knuckle, less than one inch). He said HUMES also probed it 
with a metal probe. He said no one gave orders that they not probe that 
wound. 

Regarding the head wound, DR. BOSWELL said the wound 
was fairly low in the back of the head and that the bone was completely 
gone above the entry wound. He said that during the autopsy, a piece of 
skull fragment was brought in v^ch included a portion wfirich corre- 
sponded to the missing half of the entry wound in the head. 

DR. BOSWELL related generally the facts of the 1966 review of 
the autopsy material in the Archives by the autopsy principals. He said 
that their reviewing was at the behalf of the Archivist of the United States 
and to some extent the Justice Department. He said their purposes were 
twofold: to identify the materials and to catalogue them (Archives has 
the inventory they did and the autopsy photographs are initialed 
accordingly). 

[end of page six] 
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He said he had received alot [sic] of pressure from critics of the Warren 
Commission, and was in response to this that he suggested to the Justice 
Department that they conduct an independent review of the material. 
Apparently his letter led to the creation of the Clark Panel \Miich studied 
the materials in 1968. DR. BOSWELL indicated that he didn't think 
there were any inconsistencies between the Dark Panel findings and 
their own, though he said the “...material is not ideal...” He said the X- 
rays were taken “...just to identify a bullet, they were not taken as clinical 
X-rays." He stated the photographs “...didn’t portray as much of the 
things as we would have liked.” 

He said the X-rays showed a unique object in the lower back 
which he described as a “radio-opaque piece of material” v^ch he 
characterized as a “milagram [sic] die residual.” He said the Qark Panel 
explicitly agreed with the autopsy doctors essential findings with regard 
to the entry and exit wounds of the head. 

[end of page seven] 
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Dr. Boswell said the autopsy doctors assumed that the anterior 
neck wound was a wound of exit, saying that hole is not that big and that 
it was “...far bigger that wound of entry." He said the doctors didn't 
explicitly discuss the possibility of a tracheotomy having been performed 
but said it was assumed that this was a possibility. He said Parkland did 
not really do a tracheotomy in the sense that they never inserted a tube. 
(See notes on interview with Dr. Perry.) Dr. Boswell said that if a full 
autopsy had been performed they would have removed the trachea. Dr. 
Boswell said he remembered seeing part of the perimeter of a bullet 
wound in the anterior neck. 

Dr. Boswell said one of the problems with the treatment at 
Parkland was that the doctors did not fully realize the extent of the head 
wound. 

Dr. Boswell said the tissue people were given the tissue that was 
removed following the autopsy. He indicated that the slides were 
available about noon on the 23d [sic]. He indicated that a microscopic 
report was dictated at that time. When the doctors got together on the 
23rd, Dr. Humes arrived with a “...reasonably good report of the gross 
findings.” 

Dr. Boswell indicated that he and Dr. Humes decided during 
the autopsy that Dr. FINCK should be brought in from the Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology. Previously, the AFIP has offered the services of 
anyone on their staff. Humes and Boswell decided on FINCK wiien they 
first examined the body 
[end of page eight] 
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and recognized that the main problem was bullet wounds. 

Dr. BOSWELL said that he believes he is the only one who took 
notes during the autopsy. He said the purpose of the face-sheet was for 
use in the final write-up. He said the measurements were noted based 
on measurements actually made on the body. He said the drawings 
were meant to be a point of reference. Regarding the head wounds he 
said the entry hole was only approximately half in evidence, the other 
half being part of the skull fragment which was brought in. 

Dr. BOSWELL said that the notation on the autopsy face sheet 
showing an arrow going to the upper left in the vicinity of the entry 
wound was made for a purpose he cannot remember. He said he 
assumed that he must have “...thought the bullet transversed [sic] in that 
direction, at least the wound of entry." He indicated that he was not sure 
\xiien he made markings on the face sheet but believes that he made 
them all in the morgue. He said his accuracy may have been some\\^at 
limited and the nearness lessened by the fact that he was writing with 
gloves on. He indicated first that he wrote with a pen and then said he 
wrote with a pencil. (The original face sheet has notations in pencil and 
pen; the neck wounds notation is made in pen.) 

Dr. BOSWELL explained the fact that Dr. HUMES burned his 
preliminary notes by saying that HUMES had been working on the 
autopsy report in a room in his house viiere there was a fire place and a 
fire was going. Rather than get up to throw 

[end of page nine] 
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the notes in the trash can he merely tossed them in the fire. Dr. 
BOSWELL believed that he is the one that actually measured the 
location of the back wound and he thought that both men measured the 
head wound. (Earlier Dr. BOSWELL had said that he had responsibility 
for the neck wound and Dr. HUMES was responsible for the head 
wound.) He was not able to explain wfiiere the figure in the autopsy 
report for the location of the head wound came in light of the fact that 
there was no such measurement on the autopsy face sheet. He said that 
the number possibly came firom some other doctor or was remembered 
by Dr. HUMES. 

Dr. BOSWELL said he could not recall whether or not a 
posterior-anterior x-ray [sic] was taken of the head. He did say that he 
suspected that a lateral and anterior-posterior were taken. He didn't feel 
a posterior-anterior would necessarily have been required or been 
taken. He indicated that he subsequent viewing of the x-rays [sic] was 
consistent with his understanding of the location of the entry wound to 
the head. (It should be noted that the CLARK Panel report of the 
location of the head wound was also based on the x-ray [sic] in addition 
to the photograph and they placed the entry wound to the head 
approximately 100 mm, higher up than the autopsy doctors.) 

Dr. BOSWELL couldn’t recall if there was more than one 
interior chest photograph taken. He did say he didn’t believe the track 
of the missile through the body could be seen. 

[end of page ten] 
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He said that if a photograph was taken of the apex of the lung and of the 
apex of the chest, this would have demonstrated the track better than 
not having such a photograph. Dr. BOSWELL did not state that such a 
photograph was not taken, saying instead that he “...thought a photo- 
graph was taken of the lung." 

Dr. BOSWELL said he recalls the x-rays [sic] being examined in 
the autopsy [sic]. He said he deferred at the time and since to the 
radiologist’s (Dr. EBERSOLE) analysis of the significance of the x-rays [sic]. 

Although the autopsy supplemental report says that seven 
sections were taken firom the brain. Dr. BOSWELL said he couldn’t 
specifically recall vfiiether or not this was the case. He said the lab 
supervisor, wdio he believes was Mr. MASON (who was head of the 
histology lab), would know this better than he. He said it was possible that 
they had taken some small pieces of brain tissue or actually taken sections. 

Dr. BOSWELL said that Dr. KARNEl was the resident on duty 
during the autopsy and said he served in effect as the chief assistant of 
the autopsy doctors. He said Dr. KARNEl was also present during the 
examination of the brain. 

Regarding the autopsy face sheet. Dr. BOSWELL said that the 
entiy wound to the head if not exactly accurate, may have been 
“...possibly off a little to the left." 

Dr. BOSWELL was asked why the back wound was probed if 
the autopsy doctors knew the bullet had exited out the anterior neck (as 
Dr. BOSWELL stated earlier in the interview). 

[end of page eleven] 
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Dr. BOSWELL said that Dr. BURKLEY didn’t mention the fact that a 
tracheotomy had been performed. He said that Dr. BURKLEY was very 
upset and this might have explained his failure to mention this important 
fact. Dr. BOSWELL said (without indicating that he was being inconsis- 
tent with his previous statement), the doctors felt anterior neck damage 
was caused by a tracheotomy wound and in the later courses of the 
autopsy thought it may have included the exist [sic] wound of a bullet. 
He said the x-rays [sic] were examined during the autopsy in trying to 
accomplish w^at they saw as their main purpose, namely to look for a 
bullet. Dr. BOSWELL is a little vague as to when the doctors felt that a 
bullet may have fallen out the neck wound, but seemed to indicate it 
occurred around the time they learned the bullet had been discovered 
in Parkland and prior to the time v*en they began to feel there was a 
very real possibility of an exit wound in the anterior neck. 

Dr. BOSWELL indicated that he believed the professional 
photographer may have had a black and white in addition to a color 
camera in the room, most probably a 35 mm type. He said that he 
helped the artist make the schematic drawings of the missile paths 
through the President at a time subsequent to the autopsy. He noted 
that the drawings were “...very accurate, remarkably so." 

Dr. BOSWELL recalled very minute metal fragments being 
removed from the President’s skull but couldn’t recall specifically 
vfiiether such fragments were taken from the brain (he indicated that 
they “probably” had been removed from the 
[end of page twelve] 
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brain). He said that subsequent to the examination of the brain two or 
three days after the autopsy, the brain and other tissue materials were 
put in a locked closet in STOVER’S office without benefit of a guard. He 
indicated that it was possible that he had reviewed the microscopic 
slides some years later during a subsequent examination of the materials 
in the Archives (“...possibly...when the CLARK Panel review occurred”). 
Dr. BOSWELL said he is certain that the brain and other materials are 
not at the Naval Medical Center and are not at the Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology. The latter information he has gleaned from the 
frequent requests for information from AFIP about the vfiiereabouts of 
that material. He recalls that Mrs. EVELYN LINCOLN (?) gave these 
materials to someone and that possibly BURT [sic] MARSHALL ended up 
with it. 

Dr. BOSWELL indicated that he felt that Commission Exhibit 
399 had passed through both men and that it was “...more likely than 
not...” that this is the way the wounds occurred. 

We indicated to Dr. BOSWELL that we might like him to review 
the materials in the Archives at some future date. He indicated that he 
was more than willing to cooperate with us in any way and then stated 
that he would really not review the materials unless he had to. He also 
indicated that. Dr. HUMES told him that he would prefer not to have to 
come to Washington to answer questions or to review the materials. 

[end of page thirteen and end of document] 
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KENNEDY 

OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 11/28/78 TIME 3:20 

I. Identifying Information: 

Name Dr. Boswell Telephone 420-6700 

Address National Orthopedic, Virginia 

TVpe of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

Called to ask Dr. Boswell to respond to Dr. Humes' 
change in opinion re: [sic] the entrance wound location in the rear of 
the President’s head — Dr. Boswell said he still agrees with the original 
report and does not wish to change his opinion. 1 said I would send him 
a letter and he could respond to it. 



III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

/s/ Mark Flanagan 
[end of document] 
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HSCA Record Number Agency File Number 013614 
Originator-HSCA 
From: 

To: 

Date: 4/25/78 

Pages: 5 

Subjects: Boyers, Chester H. 

JFK autopsy 
Medical evidence 

Release Date: not on document 

Contents: Outside Contact Report by HSCA investiga- 

tor Mark Flanagan on telephone interview of 
Chester H. Boyers, former CPO of the NNMC 
Pathology Dept. Document follows in M: 



Mr. Boyers was contacted because of his presence at 
the autopsy of President Kennedy. 

Boyers asked me if 1 was taping the conversation and I said no. 
I then asked this question of him and he replied negatively. 

Boyers said that in November, 1963, he was stationed at 
Bethesda Naval Hospital and was the Chief Petty Officer in charge of the 
Pathology Department. He said he had been at Bethesda for 2 or 3 
years, having arrived there in 1959 or I960. 

On November 22, 1963, Boyers said he happened to be on 
leave because his wife was in the hospital for surgery on her leg. Since 
he lived in the Washington area he was very close to Bethesda. 

[end of page one] 
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Chester H. Boyers OCR 
2 

When Boyers heard that the President had been shot and that 
he was possibly coming to Bethesda, Boyers proceeded to the Pathology 
Department and the autopsy room, arriving at approximately 5:30 or 
6:00 p.m. EST. 

Boyers recalled numerous people being present at the autopsy, 
but only can vaguely recall the names. Some included himself, 

Rudnicki, Commander Humes, Dr. Boswell, Kamei, Commander Ewing, 
General Curtis and the Chief of Neurosurgery. 

Boyers said he was there to “keep things going” and to “get 
things done.” He helped out with the general procedures. 

Boyers moved around in the room frequently. He recalls that 
several Marines were present. 

In regard to the wounds Boyers recalls an entrance wound in 
the rear of the head to the right of the external occipital protuberance 
\Miich exited along the top, right side of the head towards the rear and 
just above the right eyebrow. He also saw an entrance wound in the 
right shoulder blade, specifically just under the scapula and next to it. 
Boyers also noted a tracheotomy incision in the neck. 

Boyers next said the mortician arrived to 

[end of page two of document] 



Chester H. Boyers OCR 
3 

prepare the body at approximately 1:00 or 2:00 in the morning. 

Boyers recalled many X-rays and photographs being taken. He 
said the doctors kept searching for the bullet w^ch entered the right 
shoulder blade. Boyers also believes that the pathologists used a metric 
ruler for any measurements. Boyers also believes that the pathologists 
performed a full autopsy. 

Boyers said he typed out a receipt to give the FBI present at the 
autopsy for the missile fragments recovered from the body during 
autopsy. Boyers said he has a Jferox copy of this receipt. Boyers said 
several fragments were given to the FBI, with the largest being 2m.m. 

[sic] He said even though the receipt states that a “missile" was recov- 
ered, this is in error; only fragments were recovered. Boyers never saw a 
fully intact missile. 

Boyers said that from the path of the bullet that entered the 
upper back that it seemed to indicate that the bullet exited through the 
tracheotomy. 

Boyers said very few people were coming in or going out. He 
didn’t notice any family members being present or directing the autopsy 
in any manner. He said some phone calls were coming in but so far as 
he knows they were not from Parkland or from the family. 

[end of page three of document] 
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He said the doctors concluded that two bullets struck the 
President. 

During the autopsy Boyers said the doctor examined the heart, 
lungs, etc. — all the organs normally examined during an autopsy. 

Boyers said that he was involved in the microscopic examina- 
tion of the materials retained during the autopsy. He said that shortly 
after the autopsy he made notes pertaining to his involvement. He said 
that these reflect that on November 24, 1963, he prepared 22 tissue 
sections (1 1 paraffin blocks) of all the organs normally retained for 
examination during an autopsy (including the brain). Boyers described 
the process as taking a little slice of an organ, 1" square by 1/4" thick, and 
placing it on slides. Boyers said that these small slices came from large 
pieces of organs that were removed during the autopsy and placed in 
jars. 

Boyers also said that on December 2, 1963, he prepared eight 
sections and six paraffin blocks of tissue taken from the brain. Boyers 
said that these sections showed the bullet path through the tissue of the 
brain. He described this as what you would expect from punching a 
pencil through a piece of paper. 

[end of page four of document] 



Chester H. Boyers OCR 
5 

Boyers said all of these materials were filed under Bethesda 
Naval Hospital Number A63-272. He speculated that they could still be 
there or are possibly at the AFIP. He emphasized, however, that he has 
no kno\^fledge concerning their disposition. 

Boyers said that he has no knovfledge concerning Dr. George 

Burkley. 

In concluding, Boyers said that the pathologists concluded that 
the President was shot from behind with two missiles. 

[end of page five and final page of document] 
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HSCA Record Number 180-10105-10398 Agency File Number 014462 




Chester H. Boyers April 25, 1978 7:30 PM 


Originator-HSCA 




Route 1, Box 447 


From: Boyers, Chester H. 




Smithfield, \^iginia 23430 


To: 






Date: 04/25/78 




INTERVIEW: I contacted Chester Boyers regarding his 


Pages: 5 




presence at the autopsy of President Kennedy. Mr. Boyer’s [sic] address 


Subjects: Boyers, Chester H. 




is Route 1, Box 447, Smithfield, Virginia 23430. 


JFK autopsy 




After confirming that Mr. Boyers did receive the letters 


Bullets 




rescinding the orders of silence and explaining the Committee’s man- 


Release Date: 12/13/93 




date, Mr. Boyers agreed to answer questions concerning the autopsy. 






Mr. Boyers said he was the Chief Petty Officer in 


Contents: HSCA notes on interview of Chester H. 




charge of the Pathology Department at Bethesda Naval Hospital in 


Boyers by HSCA investigator Mark Flanagan. 




November 1963. He said he arrived at Bethesda in 1959 or 1960 and 


Contents in full follows: 




has had this assignment ever since. 






On the evening of the autopsy Mr. Boyers said he was 






at home on leave. Upon hearing that the President had been shot and 
killed and anticipating that the Preadent’s body would possibly be 
brought to Bethesda, Mr. Boyers went to Bethesda around 530 or 6:00 
p.m. After arriving he proceeded to the laboratory and then to the 
autopsy room where he prepared the area for possible use. 






During the actual autopsy Mr. Boyers said it was his 






[end of page one] 



Presented by Citizens for Truth about the Kennedy Assassination (CTKA) 



31 





The Kathleen Cunningham Collection: HSCA Documents Relating to the Medical Evidence from the Assassination of John F. Kennedy 



Chester H. Boyers Interview 




Chester H. Boyers Interview 


Page 2. 




Page 3. 


responsibility to “keep things going” and to “get things done" from a 




the missile fragments which the F.B.I. agents Sibert and O’Neill received. 


technical viewpoint. Mr. Boyers insured that Marines guarded the room 




Mr. Boyers currently has a copy of this receipt. He stated that he 


to check on persons leaving and entering. 




submitted several missile fragments, probably three or four, all of wMch 


After the autopsy Mr. Boyers wrote down some of the persons 




came from President Kennedy’s head. He also stated that even though 


who were present. These included Jan Rudnidd, Commander Humes, 




the receipt only stated that “a” missile was given to Sibert and O’Neill, 


Commander Boswell, Robert Kamer [sic]. Commander Ewing of the X- 




several fragments of a missile were submitted and that he only prepared 


ray Department, an Army General FNU Curtis (not positive about this). 




one receipt. 


and the Chief of Neurosurgery. 




Mr. Boyers commented that the path of the missile tract 


Mr. Boyers said that he was constantly moving about the room. 




originating in the upper back seemed to indicate that the missile exited 


Concerning the wounds of President Kennedy, Mr. Boyers stated that 




through the tracheostomy. 


there was a large wound to the tight side and towards the rear of the 




Regarding other persons in the autopsy room, Mr. Boyers said 


head. Another wound was located in the upper back just under the 




very few people were leaving and entering and that no family members 


scapula. Mr. Boyers also noticed that a tracheotomy had been per- 




were present in the actual room. Mr. Boyers also said that he was 


formed. 




answering the phone and that no phone calls came from the family or 


During the autopsy Colonel Finck of the U.S. Army arrived. At 




from Parkland Hospital. 


this point Mr. Boyers also mentioned that the mortuary arrived at 




Mr. Boyers stated that he recollects the doctor concluding that 


approximately 1:00 or 2:00 in the morning. 




only two bullets struck the President from the rear. He estimated the 


Mr. Boyers stated that many X-rays and photographs were being 




massive wound in the head measured 3 inches by 3 inches. 


taken. He could not provide any additional details concerning these two 




Mr. Boyers believes that the doctors performed a complete 


activities. 




autopsy. The internal organs and the brain were examined. Mr. Boyers 


During the autopsy Mr. Boyers said that the doctors kept 




again commented that he took notes following the autopsy. 


looking for the bullet that entered the upper back. He also mentioned 






that the doctors used a metric ruler to measure the wotmds. 




[end of page three] 


Mr. Boyers was the person wfio typed out the receipts for 






[end of page two] 
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Page 4. 

Following the actual autopsy, Mr. Boyers stated that he pre- 
pared the tissue slides of the internal organs and of the brain. On 
November 22nd he prepared eleven blocks of twenty-two sections from 
the heart, lungs, kidney, stomach, intestines, and skin (from the wounds). 
He then gave the material to Dr. Boswell. He described this procedure 
by saying that during the autopsy the doctor would cut a piece of an 
organ and then save it for sectioning at a subsequent time. Mr. Boyers 
also said that on December 2nd he prepared six blocks of eight or twelve 
sections of the brain. He claims that these slides show the path of the 
bullet through the brain tissue. He described the slides as being one 
inch square by one-fourth inch thick. 

Mr. Boyers stated that the normal procedure would be to store 
these slides in the permanent file section of Bethesda Naval Hospital. He 
commented that the material would be filed under the autopsy number, 
in this case 863-727 [sic]. Mr. Boyers speculated that the President's 
tissue material could still be there or that they may have been given to 
the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. 

Concerning the brain, Mr. Boyers said that to section the brain 
it must be removed during the autopsy and “set” for approximately one 
week. Usually it is suspended in a bucket on a net in several gallons of 
formaldehyde. After sectioning any material that isn't utilized is normally 
incinerated. Mr. Boyers said that after the sectioning he gave the brain 
slides 

[end of page four] 



Chester H. Boyers Interview 
Page 5. 

to Dr. Humes and Dr. Boswell. Mr. Boyers also mentioned a Mr. Benson 
as someone who may have been involved in the sectioning. Further, Mr. 
Boyers said that Humes and Boswell only gave him tissue material that 
was to be prepared into slides; he did not see or perform the actual 
cutting. He consequently does not know vfiiat happened to the remain- 
der of the brain. He did mention, however, that he does not believe the 
brain or other tissue slides were immediately filed according to normal 
procedures. He thinks Humes or Boswell may have temporarily placed 
them in a safe for security reasons. 

Mr. Boyers also mentioned that the 6" x 8" stainless steel 
containers described in the inventory list of the autopsy materials was 
too small for the brain; he said that such a container was normally used 
to place the smaller parts of all the other organs removed during the 
autopsy. Mr. Boyers said he had not [sic] contact with or knowledge of 
Dr. Buckley [sic]. 

[end of page five and end of document] 
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HSCA Record Number 1012010362 Agency File Number 014834 
Originator-HSCA 
From: Boyers, Chester 

To: 

Date: 12/4/78 

Pages: 14 

Subjects: Boyers, Chester H. 

JFK autopsy 
Bullets 

Medical evidence 
Release date; Not on document 

Contents: Six separate documents all relating to Chester 

H. Boyers and the JFK autopsy. 

Document #1 — A typed letter from Boyers 
to Flanagan of the HSCA. 

Document #2 — A typed and notarized 
affidavit, on the events of November 22, 
1963, issued by Chester H. Boyers. 5 pages 

Document #3 — TVped notes made by 
Boyers during course of HSCA 1 page 

Document #4 — Handwritten notes made 
by Boyers during the course of the HSCA 

Document #5 — Photocopy of the Sibert 
and O’Neill receipt for “mis^e” typed by 
Boyers 1 page 

Document #6 — two “receipts” related to 
the autopsy, both appearing on one page. 

All six documents follow in full. 



[DOCUMENT # ONE IN TOTAL:] 

Rt. 1 , Box 557 
Smithfield, VA 23430 
4 December 1978 

Mr. T. Mark Flanagan 
Select Committee on Assassinations 
U.S. Hourse [sic] of Representatives 
3369 House Office Building, Annex 2 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Flanagan: 

Enclosed is a Xerox copy of the notes 1 wrote down 
regarding the autopsy on President Kennedy and of the missile receipt 1 
furnished to the FBI men. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Chester H. Boyers 
Chester H. Boyers 

Ends. 

[end of document number one] 
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[DOCUMENT # TWO IN TOTAL:] 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, Chester H. Boyers, being duly sworn make oath as 

follows: 

That this statement is made freely, voluntarily, and 
without threats, promises, assurances or renumeration from any source. 

1. My name is Chester H. Boyers. My mailing address is 
Route 1, Box 447, Smithfield, Virginia 23430. 

2. In November, 1963, 1 was enlisted in the United States 
Navy and was serving as Chief Petty Officer in charge of the Pathology 
Department at Bethesda Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Marjfiand. 

3. During the morning and afternoon of November 22, 
1963, 1 was on leave and therefore not physically present at Bethesda 
Naval Medical Hospital. Upon learning that Resident John F. Kennedy 
had been assassinated and that an autopsy might be performed at 
Bethesda Naval Medical Center, 1 proceeded to the morgue at 

[end of page one] 



Affidavit of Chester H. Boyers 
page two 

approximately 5:30 or 6:00 p.m. EST 

4. Since 1 was stationed at the Pathology Department 
and therefore knew the procedures to be employed in connection with 
an autopsy, 1 remained in the autopsy room except for making a tele- 
phone call and typing a receipt for FBI [note: from the word “except" to 
the word “FBI” this has been typed in using a “carat" and initialed and 
dated “4 Dec 1978”] during the autopsy of President Kennedy to provide 
assistance in ensuring that all general procedures progressed smoothly. 

5. During the autopsy people were frequently moving 
around. In regard to the wounds inflicted upon President Kennedy, I 
recall an entrance wound situated near the external occipital protuber- 
ance in the rear of the head vffiich exited on the right side of the head 
above the right eyebrow and towards the rear. Another wound was 
located near the right shoulder blade, more specifically just under the 
scapula and next to it. 1 also observed that a tracheotomy had been 
performed on the President. 

6. During the autopsy many X-rays and photographs 
were taken. The pathologists kept searching for the missile wffiich 
entered the right shoulder, but could not locate it. 

[end of page two] 
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RECORD NUMBER 180-10072-10296 AGENCY FILE NUMBER 008159 
ORIGINATOR-HSCA 



TO: 


Qark, Ramsey 


FROM: 




DATE: 


5/16/78 


PAGES: 


14 


SUBJECTS: 





Kennedy, John, Autopsy 
Photographs and Films 
X-rays 

Evidence, Medical 
RELEASED: 10/23/93 

CONTENTS: Outside Contact Report on telephone 

interview with Ramsey Clark by HSCA 
investigator Andy Purdy (handwritten) . 
Document follows in full. 

KENNEDY 



OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT DATE 5/6/78 TIME [blank] 

I. Identifying Information: 

Name:: Ramsey Qark Telephone: 212/475-3232 

Address: New York Qty, N.Y. 

Type of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

Clark panel was established following availability of 
autopsy photos & X-rays. He called Robert Kennedy wiio put him in 
touch with Burke Marshall and negotiation ensued October, 1966. 

When he got access called Drs. Finck, Boswell and Humes & 
Ebersole to see them. Felt that it was inadequate so he got no. of 
university presidents to pick pathologist, lawyer, & radiologist to review 
autopsy. 

Adced if he discussed it with RFK. He said “I don't 

remember. . .” 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

Signature /V Andy Purdy 

[end of page one] 

KENNEDY 
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OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT DATE 5/6/78 TIME 
P-2 

I. Identifying Infonnation: 

Name: Ramsey Clark (R.C.) Telephone: [blank] 

Address: [blank] 

TVpe of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

"surprised if anyone talked with Bob Kennedy but me & . . .if 
more than one time." Harold Reis - 1st A-G office of Legal Counsel - 
came in to see R.C. (then Dep. A-G) (Reis still in D.C.) [sic], said you 
need to know there is time crisis — statute of limitations problem re: 
statute in fall of 1964 authorized A-G to retain & preserve matters 
relevant to assassination (purpose: to acquire rifle). Actually acquired 
“alot. . ." [sic] would have expired in early October, 1966; R.C. called 
Bob K. and — “think 1 got very negative reaction from him” — present 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

Signature: [blank] 

[end of page two] 

KENNEDY 



OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT DATE 5/6/78 TIME 
P-3 

I. Identifying Information: 

Name: Ramsey Qark (R.C.) Telephone: [blank] 

Address: [blank] 

TVpe of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

impression is that he was not sympathetic, U.S. needed to acquire 
autopsy photos & X-rays. R.C. said he had obligation to acquire mate- 
rial. 

Story he heard was that Bob sent Kenny O'Donnell to Bethesda 
to pick up autopsy photos & X-rays. R.C. concerned they might say they 
didn’t have them. 

Burke Marshall & R.C. negotiated . . . fairly heated time about 
it...alot [sic] of people didn’t like it. Sympathetic to family but didn’t 
want limits on ability to investigate re: these matters. 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

Signature: [blank] 

[end of page three] 

KENNEDY 
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OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT DATE: S/6/78 TIME: 

p.8 

I. Identifying Information: 

Name: Ramsey Qark (R.C.) Telephone: [blank] 

Address: [blank] 

Type of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

not examine them & it was possible they could have some importance 
— both X-rays & photos. 

Reis gave information to R.C. R.C. probably wouldn’t have 
fought family over clothing because previously examined. “If we know 
of 1 965 inventory — 0 we may well have — I don’t remember it.” 
Strong impression that Bob or someone sent O’Donnell to Bethesda & 

. . I assumed they took X-rays & photos then." 

R.C. believed he was told by Burke Marshall that C. J. Warren 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

Signature: [blank] 

[end of page eight] 

KENNEDY 



OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT DATE: S/6/78 TIME: 

P-9 

I. Identifying Information: 

Name: Ramsey Qark (R.C.) Telephone: [blank] 

Address: [blank] 

Type of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

had reviewed autopsy photos & X-rays. Know he was told Boswell, 
Finck & Humes hadn’t seen them but had wanted to . . . not sure how 
could make final conclusions without seeing them. 

Believe Burke said we have clothing in addition to photos & X- 
rays and turned them over. R.C. had to convince Kennedys through 
Burke Marshall that he would sue Mrs. Kennedy or ^^^oever if he had to. 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

Signature: [blank] 

[end of page nine] 

KENNEDY 

OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT DATE: 5/6/78 TIME: 
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p. 10 




p.Il 


I. Identifying Infonnation: 




1. Identifying Information: 


Name: Ramsey Qark (R.C.) Telephone: [blank] 




Name: Ramsey Qark (R.C.) Telephone: [blank] 


Address: [blank] 




Address; [blank] 


TVpe of Contact: X Telephone 




TVpe of Contact; X Telephone 


Person 




Person 


II. Summary of Contact: 




II. Summary of Contact: 


R.C. was told autopsy photos & X-rays existed & not examined 




have. 


Osy Reis): assumed Nick Katzenbach & Bobby Kennedy had discussed 




Re: slides — guesses he discussed them (“told by”) with 


this & Reis knew of discussions (then Executive Assist, of Atty. General) & 




someone following up the situation for him, probably Reis (or, but doubt 


told R.C. R.C. naturally called Bobby & said he knew he had autopsy 




it; Warren Christopher). 


photos & X-rays. No recollection of discussion with RFK re: other 




Relieved when experts corroborated Warren Commission 


materials. 




findings. Delayed issuing report; they Used [sic] Garrison case as vehicle 


[The words “Very likely” appear next, but are crossed out] Not 




for issuing report; didn’t want to stir skeptician and doubt, simply wanted 


impression that they withheld anything we were interested in. Has a 




report to be in the public record. 


sense that they knew how many photos & X-rays they were supposed to 




Dep. A-G until February or March of 1967. . . & Acting Atty. 






General Oate Sept., 1966) Katzenbach named to be Under Secretary of 


III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 






Signature: [blank] 




III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 


[end of page ten] 




Signature: [blank] 


KENNEDY 




[end of page eleven] 


OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT DATE; 5/6/78 TIME: 




KENNEDY 






OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT DATE: 5/6/78 TIME: 
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on that [sic] ni^t he was working with Paul O’Connor (O’Connor later 
married Jenkins’s wife’s cousin). He said that Mr. O’Connor is presently 
attending college in Florida. He said he thought he was at the University 
of Gainesville studying either sociology or psychology. (At this time Mr. 
Jenkins gave no indication of knowing exactly v^ere Mr. O’Connor was 
or that he had been in touch with him recently), [sic] 

On the day of the assassination, Mr. Jenkins learned of the 
death at approximately 3:30 P.M. while in class. He said classes were 
subsequently dismissed. He was told to prepare the morgue at approxi- 
mately 4:15 - 4:30 P.M., his orders coming from the “Duty Section Chief.” 
He said he got there about 30 - 40 minutes before the autopsy. 

Mr. Jenkins said he logged the autopsy number in the ledger 
book but did not put a name in there. Mr. Jenkins was told NOT to put 
the name in the log. Mr. Jenkins noticed that later that evening some- 
one had written the initial “C” or “CNC” vriiere the name nomnally 
would be. Mr. Jenkins said that subsequent to the President’s autopsy an 
Air Force colonel and a child were autopsied that night and would have 
been logged into that ledger book before it was “retired.” Mr. Jenkins 
said that \Mien the funeral home came in he had to identify the body. 

He first said he put a tag on the wrist and the big toe and later said he 
put it just on the big toe. 

[end of page three] 
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Mr. Jenkins said he entered all information that he was sup- 
posed to on the autopsy form, except for the name. He recalled that he 
was told to omit the name by either the pathologist or a lieutenant. He 
recalled that Dr. Dixon came into the autopsy room once but doesn’t 
believe he participated other than that. He believes that the pathologist 
was “...a new man.” 

Jenkins said he helped put the body on the table and started 
making the regular markings on the sheet. He recalls describing the scar 
on the back and the chest incisions on either side. He said he “...ordy 
remembers a throat wound wdiich looked like a tracheotomy.” He said 
he thought it was a tracheotomy “...because it looked like a surgically 
made incision.” He said he saw a head wound in the “...middle tempo- 
ral region back to the occipital.” Mr. Jenkins described the back wound 
as being “...just below the collar to the right of the midline.” Mr. Jenkins 
indicated that he was “...not sure if I finished..." filling in the markings. 

Mr. Jenkins said he located the marks on the body before any 
weighing was done and “...as soon as I came in.” 

[end of page four] 
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Mr. Jenkins said he believes Dr. Humes attempted to probe the 
back wound. He said he didn't believe the doctor found the probe 
“...penetrated into the chest." Mr. Jenkins said he believed the organs 
had already been taken out. He said the body was “...repeatedly X- 
rayed because they felt there should be a buUet or something there.” 

Mr. Jenkins recalls writing down the weights, but doesn’t 
“...believe [he] actually weighed them." He said the doctors did not 
redo the sheets that he prepared to his knowdedge. 

Mr. Jenkins is “...unsure vdio did the incision...” He believes 
Commander Boswell “...did most of the work.” Mr. Jenkins was not dear 
as to who may have been giving the autopsy doctors their orders. He 
said “...a lot of people were making suggestions.” Mr. Jenkins appeared 
very uneasy about this subject. Spedfically, he said he “...was very 
uneasy about this...” He said he wished someone had “...talked with me 
several years ago when this was fresher.” He said that “...with the 
Warren Commission findings you can understand vdiy 1 am skeptical.” 

Mr. Jenkins said that he doesn’t specifically recall any photo- 
graphs being taken of the interior of the chest. He said he believes that 
fijll body X-rays were taken including the extremities. He said he “...saw 
them do them.” He said all were taken for the autopsy. He said 

[end of page five] 
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the viiole body X-rays are “normal” in legal autop^. Mr. Jenkins said the 
only thing he found “impressionable” was that Drs. Humes, Boswell and 
the Captain of the Honor Guard were “...the only ones not of fiag rank.” 

Mr. Jenkins said he was told subsequent to the autopsy by an 
admiral not to discuss the autopsy. He said he later learned this man was 
the Surgeon General. 

While Mr. Jenkins recalled no comment regarding the trache- 
otomy, he said he thought the “...natural assumption was that it was a 
tracheotomy, because it was a natural procedure.” He recalls the 
doctors’ concern about not being able to find any metal fragments. He 
said repeated X-rays were taken by a “...third class X-ray technician.” He 
remembered that if anyone left the morgue they did so with a Marine 
escort. He said food was brought in. He said he didn’t leave during the 
autopsy. 

Regarding the autopsy descriptive sheet, Mr. Jenkins recalls that 
he “...put in the chest incision and tracheotomy.” That he doesn’t think 
he drew the back wound. He said it was possible that Dr. Humes added 
to the sheet. Mr. Jenkins said that five or six years later he saw a 
publication* vfiiich included an autopsy descriptive sheet wfiiich he 
“...didn’t feel was the same one he wrote on.” He said this made him 
very uneasy. Specifically, he “...didn’t believe it was my handwriting.” 

He is sure * It may have been TIME or NEWSWEEK but he could 

not identify 
[end of page six] 
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he “...wrote at least some of the information on the sheet." He said his 
recollection was “very striking." He said it was a situation v^ere he 
looked at something and “knew” it was wrong. 

Mr. Jenkins believes that he wrote on the sheet in pencil. He 
said it was “...a requirement that it had to be done in pencil." He said 
the sheet was on a clipboard vWch had a string with a pencil attached. 
He recalls that the back side of the figure was on the back of the sheet 
and said he has no recollection of a drawing of a head on the sheet 
anywhere. He believes the writing on the sheet would have had to have 
been by Paul O’Connor, one of the doctors or himself. 

Mr. Jenkins said he has no information concerning the destruc- 
tion of any film during the autopsy. He says he does remember an 
incident \Miich was possibly that. He said it was “...a brief flare up.” He 
said there were a lot of incidences like that v^ere people were curt" [sic] 
and specifically remembered that the “...gallery was very impatient.” 
They seemed to be “...mad about the doctors not finding a bullet." 

Regarding the head wound, Mr. Jenkins said he was “...sur- 
prised at the conclusions the doctors reached.” 

[end of page seven] 
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He said he was previously at Cecilfield wdiere he saw a person vdio had 
been shot in the side of the head. He said this wound seemed to come 
in the right side above the ear and out the top left. He said the visitors 
were “...so intense" about finding the wound in the back of the head. 

He said he has a “...vague recollection of the doctors trying to fit the 
bones in the head...” He said he thought the bones were already there 
and not the bones they brought in. 

Mr. Jenkins recalls Humes trying to probe the wound with his 
finger which enabled him to reach the end of the wound. He said that 
around the time of the probing they repeated took [ac] X-rays of the 
area. He said he believes they examined the organs for any trace of the 
bullet or bullet firagments. Regarding the possibility of the chest having 
been opened, and face blood or fluid present, he said “...1 should 
remember...it would be my job to suction it.” 

Mr. Jenkins was also present for the enbalming [sic] of the body. 
He said the enbalmers [sic] replaced some of the tissue and used some 
type of plaster molding to close the head woimd. He said there was a 
problem with the right eye because it wouldn't remain closed. He said 
this was one of the reasons the body was not viewed with an open 
casket. He recalls the mortician trying to arrange the small skull frag- 
ments in the head and believes some of the them were put in a small jar 
during autopsy. 

[end of page eight] 
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Mr. Jenkins said he couldn’t recall whether or not the brain was 
removed but said that “...it is normally my ftmction to remove the brain 
and infiltrate it." He says the brain was possibly put in a glass jar. 
However, he then said the brain is usually first put in a fusion bucket 
(crock or porcelain) before it is put in the glass, usually about 24 hours 
later. 

Mr. Jenkins remembers the doctors examining X-rays on the 
viewing screen to try and find fragments but can’t remember whether 
they found any or whether they removed any from the body or the 
head. He recalls “...a lot of little jars...” but can't remember the frag- 
ments. 

Jenkins does not remember whether any agents were present; 
he recalls a number of civilians there and he knew that the Secret 
Service was there but he didn’t know wdio they were. 

Mr. Jenkins said that the cleanup of the autopsy normally 
entails the proper labeling of the organs. He said this would have been 
done under Boswell’s directions. He recalls that the body was put in a 
different casket and the sheets were put in a laundry basket. He said that 
he and Paul O’Connor were the last ones to leave the morgue. 

[end of page nine] 
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Jenkins was later told that the paper work was “retired”, [sic] 
He had the feeling that some of it was put in Galloway’s ho^ital safe. 
Jenkins recalls giving a face sheet to Boswell. He is not sure if Paul or he 
wrote the numbers but he believes one of them did as the organs were 
weighed. He said that the face sheet probably had blood on it. 

Mr. Jenkins said that the w4iole attitude of the autopsy room 
changed v4ien Dr. Humes came in. He had a sense that it was very 
restricted and that he had to watch wdiat he said. He said the whole 
thing became a “...guarded type of thing.” Jenkins had the distinct 
impression that someone in the gallery was “...telling them v4iat to do.” 

Jenkins recalls Humes discussing with someone the problem of 
finding the bullet. He said this discussion amounted to a “disturbance.” 
Jenkins had the impression that everything “...seemed like it was 
predesignated...seemed they had an answer and wanted to prove it.” 
Said he doesn’t remember any phone calls being made but does 
remember a phone being on the wall. 

Jenkins said that “...a lot of people were taking notes in the 
galleries...some in suits and some in uniforms.” He said that “...possibly 
Humes made recorded notations...” of v4rat he saw. 

[end of page ten] 
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Jenkins said the back wound was “...very shaIlow...it didn’t 
enter the peritoneal (chest) cavity.” He said the wound to the head 
entered the top rear quadrant from the front side. 

Approximately 1 1 :45 P.M. we accompanied subject to the 
Gartan Justice Building Law Library to examine the version of the 
autopsy descriptive sheet contained therein. We examined CE 397, 
Volume 17, pages 45 - 46. While examining the front page of the 
autopsy descriptive sheet, Jenkins said that it “should have a Navy 
number on the top left.” As he was examining the sheet wftiich had a lot 
of blank spaces, Jenkins said “...all the top would have had to be filled 
in.” He said that the numbers looked “...like my handwriting...”, refer- 
ring to the numbers on the top part of the page. The number at the top 
left of the page was stamped or typed in and Jenkins said “...it would be 
written in.” Jenkins said he believes he hand wrote in that number on 
the original autopsy descriptive sheet. 

Regarding the writing concerning the head wound on the 
diagram itself, Jenkins said it was “...not mine." Jenkins said he would 
have labeled the back scar (it is labeled); but he said it was “...not his 
handwriting.” Regarding the mark in the location of the throat wound, 
Jenkins said the slit he drew was “...not crescent-like...” Like the one in 
the Warren Commission volumes. Jenkins 
[end of page eleven] 
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added that it was normal for the pathologist to sign the descriptive sheet 
vtitich was not done on the version in the report. Jenkins said all the 
heights and weights “...would be filled in...” but said he could “...not 
remember specifically” writing them in. 

Jenkins said the notation regarding the lung, spleen and kidney 
looked like his handwriting. He said that the “...date did not even look 
like...his handwriting." He said that “...possibly the rest is Pauls [sic]." 

Jenkins said “...we would write the starting time in.” The 
starting time blank was not filled in. Regarding the diagram, Jenkins said 
“...none of that handwriting looks like mine.” He said that the autopsy 
descriptive sheet in the Warren volumes does not look like the one he 
saw in the publication five - six years after the autopsy. 

Jenkins does not recall a small hole in the head as drawn on 
the descriptive sheet; he said that the big hole would have covered the 
area wtiiere the little hole was drawn on the sheet. Regarding the back 
wound he said that he “...thought it was a little higher up, underneath 
the collar.” He said the would [sic] itself was “...below the collar at an 
angle, in a downward trajectory.” Jenkins had no information regarding 
the changes in the numbers in the top part of the sheet. 

[end of page twelve] 
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Jenkins recalled that the doctors extensively attempted to 
probe the back wound. He said the probe they used was a metal one, 
approximately eight inches long. He said that “...most of the probe went 
in...between the skin..." and not into the chest cavity. He said Humes 
could probe the bottom of the wound with his little finger and said that 
the metal probe went in 2 - 4 inches. He said it was quite a “...fact of 
controversy...” that the doctors “...couldn’t prove the bullet came into the 
cavity.” 

Jenkins said he “...posably drew the back scar..." but “...doesn't 
think so...” He said he is “positive” he didn’t draw the head wound. 

Jenkins said the number of the patient on the log and on the 
descriptive sheet would be the same. He said he thought they may have 
had a stamp for putting the number of [sic] the log, but didn’t for the 
descriptive sheet. Jenkins believes he would have filled in the physical 
description where the descriptive sheet is blank regarding the color of 
the eyes, the race, the hair color and the height. Jenkins said the chest 
measurements of the location of the chest incisions were not made by 
him, and were possibly made by Paul. Regarding erasures generally, 
Jenkins said they must be initialed. 

[end of page 13] 
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When asked about his recollection that the drawing of the front 
of the body was on one side of the sheet and the back on the other, he 
said it was “...possibly his recollection from another morgue.” 

Regarding the autopsy descriptive sheet he saw in the publica- 
tion, he said the other one was neater and he “...couldn’t be sure that 
the numbers in it were his.” Jenkins says he has no recollection of the 
drawing of the head on the back side. 

Regarding CE 386 (Volume 16, page 977), Jenkins said the 
wound at the top part of the head looked familiar but said he had no 
recollection of the little bullet hole in the head. Jenkins placed the 
major defect in the head a little lower than the schematic drawing. He 
said that the neck wound he recalled was lower and more to the midline 
than that drawn in the drawing. He reiterated his belief that the wound 
in the back was “...below the collar line 'wiiich is what the picture 
shows.” 

Regarding CE 385, Jenkins said he didn’t see the possibility that 
it was accurate. He said he didn’t remember wdiether anyone looked to 
see if the trach was tom. He said that the probing of the back wound 
was attempted toward the center as indicated in the drawing, but said 
that in actuality the only way the probe was able to go in was at a 
“...fairly drastic angle downward so as 

[end of page fourteen] 
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not to enter the cavity." He added that he thought the entry wound in 
the back was lower than that shown in the drawing. He said he didn’t 
notice any bruising at the tip of the lung. He said diat according to his 
recollection of the location of the back wound the bullet would have 
been going upward through the body to have exited in the front of the 
neck. He said he is basing his impression of the direction of the bullet on 
the fact that the probe did not enter the body cavity 

Jenkins said he believed the autopsy face sheet was essentially 
“accurate” regarding the location of the wound in the back. 

[end of page fifteen] 



[16th page — unnumbered] 

THE FINAL PAGE OF THIS DOCUMENT IS THE DRAWING OF THE 
PRESIDENT’S WOUNDS MADE BY JENKINS. JENKINS HAS DRAWN 
THE OUTLINES OF THE HUMAN BODY TWICE, LABELING ONE 
“BACK OF SHEET” AND THE OTHER “FRONT SIDE OF SHEET.” AT 
THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE JENKINS HAS WRITTEN THE NUMER- 
ALS 1 THROUGH 7 AND THEN "gm cm mgm scar.” THE PAGE IS 
DATED “8-24-77" AND SIGNED BY JENKINS AND NOTED “Jackson, 
Miss.” THE DRAWINGS WERE WITNESSED BY DONALD A. PURDY, 
JR. AND JAMES P. KELLY. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS: 

“Back of sheet” 

Jenkins’ drawing represents the rear or posterior of the human 
body from roughly the knees up. He has indicated three “flaws” in the 
body: 

1 . head: on the anatomical right from nearly the 

vertex to the lower portion of the occipital 
bone, curving inward to the midline of the 
skull. 
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2. back: in the mid-line of the body at roughly the 

level of the 2nd thoracic vertebra. 

3. lower back: a long wide vertical “slash," presumably 

representing the site of the President's back 
sutgery. 

“Front side of sheet" 

Jenkins’ drawing represents the anterior or iront of the human 
body from roughly just below the knees up. On this drawing he has 
indicated three “flaws”: 

1 . head: on the anatomical right of the skull from 

roughly the level of ear canal to nearly the 
vertex. This wound is far less noticeable than 
on the posterior of the body. 

2. neck: a wide “slash" in the mid-line of the neck at 

roughly the level of the collar. 

3. chest: bi-lateral “slits" representing the chest tube 

incisions — located roughly mid-way 
between the nipples and the collar bones. 

[end of page 16 and end of document] 
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OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 6-27-78 TIME 3:15 

I. Identifying Infonnation: 

Name James Curtis Jenkins Telephone (601)373-7568 

Address Jackson, Mississippi 

■fype of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

Contacted re: [sic] autopsy (previously interviewed) — 
Jenkins said he had been present in the morgue for several hours before 
the President's body was brought in. He was on his normal duty wdiich 
included admitting a body into the morgue and the discharge of the 
body. He normally pulled duty with Paul O’Connor. Jenkins said he 
recalled that the President's body did not have any clothes on, it may 
have been wrapped in only a sheet. 

Jenkins said he and several others moved the 
President’s body from the coffin to the autopsy table at this time. 

[end of page one] 



[second page unnumbered] 

An examination was conducted to discover all the wotmds and 
defects of the body. Jenkins said he would then document these 
wounds and defects on a body descriptive sheet. 

During the time the body was brought into the 
morgue, moved from the coffin to the autopsy table, and initially 
examined, Jenkins could not recall any foreign objects being discovered 
or discussed. He specifically cotild not recall any missile or fragments of 
a missile falling out onto the autopsy table or onto the floor. 

[end of second page, and end of document] 
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Record Number 180-10101-10259 Agency File Number 013318 
Originator-HSCA 

From: Johnson, Marion M. 

To: 

Date: 11/27/78 

Pages: 3 

Subjects: 

Kennedy, John, Autopsy 
NARA, Administration 
Photographs and Films 
X-rays 

Date of release: 12/16/93 

Contents: Affidavit of Marion M. Johnson, Archivist of 

the National Archives at the time of the 
HSCA investigation, dated 1 1/27/78, regard- 
ing the custody of the autopsy materials. 
Document follows in full. 



IN RE [sic] PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
ASSASSINATIONS 

AFFIDAVIT OF MARION M. JOHNSON 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA) 

) 

CITY OF WASHINGTON ) 

I, MARION M. JOHNSON, Archivist, Office of the National 
Archivist, National Archives and Records Service, United 
States General Services Administration, Eighth and Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue, Northwest, Washington, D.C., do hereby sol- 
emnly swear: 

1. In mid-May 196S I was assigned the responsibility 
for the records of the Warren Commission. These records 
were stored in the sixth stack level. West [sic] side, third 
vault. This was a security stack area, and I was given a 
desk in it. 

2. A number of other groups of sensitive materials were 
stored in the same stack area that contained the Warren 
Commission materials. In particular, the Office of Presi- 
dential Libraries stored both John F. Kennedy and Robert F. 
Kennedy materials in this area. 

3. Because I was working in the area, I occasionally 
overheard discussion by Presidential library [sic] staff 
members about the Presidential and other materials in their 
custody that were stored in the area. On one ocasion [sic] 

I heard Herman Kahn, at that time the Assistant Archivist 
for Presidential Libraries, tell Robert Bahmer, at that time 
the 

Page 1 of 2 pages. Affiant's initials: MMJ 

[end of page one] 
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Archivist of the United States, that he had been called by 
someone connected with the Kennedy family who said they 
wanted to transfer some materials here. From the context of 
the conversation, I concluded that they were referring to 
the autopsy materials. I cannot remember the date of this 
conversation . 

4 . 1 was not present when the footlocker containing the 

autopsy photographs and X-rays was brought into the security 
area. I remember that the footlocker was on a shelf near my 
desk for some time prior to October 31, 1966, when the 
autopsy photographs and X-rays were donated to the United 
States, but I cannot recall when I first noticed its pres- 
ence. I was not aware of its contents before the transfer 
of those materials. 

I have read the statement above, which I have made freely 
and voluntarily, and it is true and complete to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. I understand that this affidavit 
may be introduced and received into evidence by the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations. 

/s/ Marion M. Johnson 



MARION M. JOHNSON 

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Eighth and Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Northwest, Washington, D.C., on this 27th day of 
November 1978. 

/s/ Francis J. Heppner 



NOTARY PUBLIC 

My commission expires: August 31, 1979 
Page 2 of 2 pages. 

[end of page two and end of document] 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Ken Klein 

FROM: Jim Kelly and Andy Purdy 

DATE: August 29, 1977 

RE: Interview with Dr. Robert F. Kamei, Jr., Naval Hospital, 

Bethesda, Mar^dand, 10:30 A.M., August 23, 1977 

Dr. Kamei was interviewed because of his participation in the 
autopsy of President Kennedy. Dr. Kamei resides at 1605 Arbor View 
Road, Beaton, Marjdand 20902 (home phone: 942-8479). 

Dr. Kamei was called to the Admiral’s office at approximately 
5:30 P.M. on November 22, 1963 and told to report to the Admiral’s 
office. There Admiral Galloway told him that Dr. Humes and Dr. Boswell 
would be performing the autopsy on the President. Dr. Kamei said he 
would normally have been the one to do the autopsy. Instead, his role 
became that of liaison for various people involved with the autopsy. He 
stationed Marine guards at the door near the elevator, at the back door, 
in the passageway, and at the door by the staircase. He was told be 
Admiral Kinney, the Surgeon General of the Navy, to station the guards 
and keep everyone out. Dr. Kamei recalls newsmen coming from the 
old to the new morgue and his efforts to stop them. The newsmen said 
they got pemtiission from the C.O. to be in the area and Dr. Kamei told 
them that the 
[end of page one] 
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Surgeon General said they couldn’t come any closer. Dr. Kamei recalls 
telling the Marine guards to “...draw your 45s [sic] if you have to.” Dr. 
Kamei indicated that in addition to the Marine guards the Naval 
Hospital normally has its own civilian force of security personnel. 

Dr. Kamei recalls a great number of individuals present at the 
autopsy, including the doctors (Humes and Boswell) viio were later 
joined by Dr. Finck. Dr. Kamei knows that a “. . . bunch of people got in 
that I don’t remember. It was 14 years ago.” He does recall Admirals 
Kinney and Galloway, . . . [sic] possibly the Army Surgeon General, the 
C.O. of the Washington, D.C. Military District (for which Dr. Kamei 
arranged a command post in the O.B. GYN Clinic), as well as a lot of 
Secret Service and F.BJ. people who had identification. He also recalls 
a Captain or Major in charge of the Marine detail wWch had come back 
from Dallas (he thought). These individuals helped guard the access to 
the autopsy. 

Dr. Kamei said he had to help Dr. Humes and Dr. Boswell find 
where everything was because "... he was the head of the laboratory, 
but not so familiar with the morgue.” Later, Dr. Kamei opened the 
kitchen for the Secret Service men and the Honor Guard. Dr. Kamei 
recalls Jackie going to the morgue in time to leave with the body. He 
recalls a lieutenant wfrio was in blue uniform being present at the time. 

[end of page two] 
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Dr. Kamei said he observed some of the autopsy but had no 
recollection of any metal fragments or any sectioning being done. He 
said such sectioning normally occurs the following day. He did recall a 
Qiief Mason being around and “. . . thinks Benson actually cut the slides 
. . . that day or the day after." 

Dr. Kamei doesn't "... know if any limitations were placed on 
how the autopsy was to be done." He said he didn’t know w^io was 
running things. 

Dr. Kamei recalls the body having been placed on the table 
w^ch he said was normally followed by the residents checking for scars, 
etc. before [sic] the doctors start. He recalls a “. . . Secret Service man 
assigned to watch the tissue processor. . . all night." He said they were 
“. . . always present during the processing." They apparently wanted to 
prevent the taking of artifacts. 

Dr. Kamei does not recall any note-taking around the table (he 
was standing against the wall near the table at the time). He remembers 
a phone being present on the wall about 3 1/2-4 feet away ftom the 
table but doesn’t remember anyone using it. He also said there was a 
phone in the ante room. 

[end of page three] 
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Dr. Kamei said he thought “...Dr. Boswell was actually taking 
notes. . . . thinks they were both working on the diagrams." 

Dr. Kamei does not recall how late into the autopsy Dr. Finck 
arrived, but recalls the other doctors wanted someone with ballistics 
experience. He believes he came in aroimd 8:00 o’clock "... a while 
after they were into the autopsy." 

Dr. Kamei recalls very little conversation during the autopsy, 
but does "... remember them saying they couldn’t find the bullet." He 
said Dr. Burkley may have been present but he doesn’t recall. He said 
he “. . . probably would have utilized someone from AFIP." Dr. Kamei 
indicated he had very little conversation with the doctors after the 
autopsy but did “. . . talk with Dr. Boswell that night.” They agreed that 
things were “. . . sort of dragging on . . ." 

Dr. Kamei believes the brain transfer was handled by Dr. 
Humes and Dr. Boswell. He said he “. . . has a feeling Dr. Humes locked 
it in his office." 

Regarding the tissue slides. Dr. Kamei "... doesn’t know if AFIP 
got any of the material." He said there is a tri-service agreement 
regarding the transfer of such materials to AFIP. He said these provisions 
could be stopped by the Surgeon General or the family. He added, 
however, 

[end of page four] 
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that he has no infonnation w^ere the material are or wiio might know 
where they are. 

Dr. Kamei said there are normally people assigned to clean the 
body after the autopsy and added that he “. . . keeps thinking Chief 
Mason was there." 

Dr. Kamei said he was present wdien probing of the wound was 
attempted. (“. . . w^en they were putting the probes through the body”, 
[sic]) Dr. Kamei said he was "... not exactly sure . . ." how successful 
they were with the probing. He recalls them putting the probe in and 
taking pictures (the body was on the side at the time). He said they felt 
the hole in the back was a wound of entrance and they were “. . .trying 
to figure out where the bullet came out.” 

Dr. Kamei said the wound of the throat “. . . looked like a 
tracheotomy elipse [sic]” but said there was no discussion of that fact. 

He said he thought it was assumed. He said he recalled no talk about 
there being a wound of entrance in the front of the neck. He gathered 
from his conversation with Dr. Boswell that the doctors didn’t come to a 
”... full conclusion . . .” that night. 

Dr. Kamei said the morgue is equipped with a supply of “loose” 
blank face sheets for use during the autopsy. 

[end of page five] 
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Dr. Kamei saw the chest cavity opened and watched the 
removal of the organs. When asked if any photographs were taken at 
that time, Dr. Kamei said "... they took a lot of photographs at various 
times." He recalled the photographer handing the film holders to “. . . a 
guy in a suit.” Dr. Kamei recalls that there were “at least” a half a dozen 
agents present. 

Dr. Kamei recalls that Dr. Finck came in wearing military pants 
and a green scrub suit on top. He doesn’t remember whether Dr. Finck 
did any cutting or just examined the body. He said he does "... remem- 
ber him working with a probe and arranging for photographs.” 

Dr. Kamei could supply no information concerning the names 
of technicians who may have been present during the autopsy. He does 
recall that a number of people left during the autopsy vfiien the X-raying 
was conducted. He recalls that at any one time there was a maximum of 
a dozen people in the room. He said he personally was not present for 
the sectioning of the brain, but said it normally occurs about two weeks 
after the autopsy. He added that he has no information regarding a 
subsequent brain examination. Dr. Kamei said that normally a neuro- 
pathologist is present for the examination of abnormal brains. He said 
this brain 

[end of page six] 
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would be "...considered such because of the extensive damage." He said 
the brain in such a case would "...normally be taken over..." to AFIP. He 
repeated that the disposition of such materials is governed by the tri- 
service agreement. He said the agreement has been changed a number 
of times in the ensuing years, and said he could get us a copy of the 
present one. 

Dr. Kamei recalls that two days after the autopsy he signed a statement 
in Mdrich he pledged he would remain silent about vdiat he saw and 
heard for ten years. He said that just prior to the expiration of the ten- 
year period, the time limit was extended fifteen more years. He got the 
“impression” that the instructions came from the Surgeon General. He 
believes that the Kennedy family said that the pledge of silence had to be 
extended. Dr. Kamei said he has no information about the existence of 
any diary or any notes taken during the autopsy. He added that he had 
not been questioned by the Warren Commission or any government 
agency about the assassination. He said he once told the press about the 
layout of the autopsy room, but said he was given permission to do so. 

Dr. Kamei is presently a captain and plans to retire w*en he 
completes 20 years of service in 1979. At the time of the autopsy. Dr. 
Kamei was O.D. for the Medical School that night. 

[end of page seven and end of document] 
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To: Ken Klein 

From: Jim Kelly and Andy Purdy 

Date: August 29, 1977 

Re: Interview with Roy Kellerman, %l7Alll and S!2S/n , 

Holiday Inn North, St. Petersburg, Florida. 




Commander to get out. Just before the car moved out, Kellerman told 
Admiral Burkley to ride along in the hearse. While they were trying to 
unload the casket, Jim Rowley of the Secret Service was standing below 
the plane on the ground \Mien Kellerman told him to come over. 
Kellerman told Ro\Mey that “...the President’s car is on the follow-up 
plane...have the field office go over the car.” Rowley told Kellerman that 


Mr. Kellerman was interviewed because of his participation in 
the autopsy of President Kennedy. 

On the flight from Dallas to Andrews Air Force Base, Mr. 
Kellerman heard Burkley and Clifton arranging contacts for the autopsy. 
Kellerman heard that the choice was between Walter Reed and 
Bethesda and heard them announce that the autopsy would be at the 
Naval hospital in Bethesda. Prior to landing at Andrews, Kellerman was 
told by Mr. Behn of the Secret Service that he should stay witir the body. 
Just before the plane was to land. Agent Greer came to the front of the 
plane and told Mr. Kellerman that Mrs. Kennedy wanted the Secret 
Service people w^o had been with the President in the car to help carry 
the casket off and drive along to the hospital. With the help of a fork lift 




agents would go with Kellerman to the autopsy. 

En route to the hospital, Bobby Kennedy said to Kellerman: 
“...did you hear they caught the fellow who did it.” [sic] Kellerman said: 
“Good.” Admiral Burkley was virtually sitting on Kellerman’s lap, but 
Kellerman is not certain that Burkley heard Bobby Kennedy’s comment. 

Prior to the beginning of the autopsy Kellerman recalls that 
Admiral Burkley or one of the autopsy doctors told him that pictures and 
X-rays would be taken at the autopsy. Kellerman immediately responded 
“...I want them all." Kellerman recalls that viien Dr. Finck arrived in the 
autopsy room and began to participate, he asked him vfirat he was doing 
there (in light of the fact that he was an Army Colonel in a predomi- 
nantly Navy autopsy). Dr. 


they managed to put the casket on the ground and then into the hearse. 
Agent Greer was supposed to drive the hearse because he had driven 
the presidential limousine in Dallas, but he discovered that the hearse 
already had a driver. He told a Lieutenant 




[end of page two] 


[end of page one] 
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Finck told him that “...we share knowledge...” 

Mr. Kelleiman recalls that at least one X-ray negative was 
displayed in the autopsy room, as the doctors were trying to determine if 
they could find any bullet fragments. Kellerman said that the X-ray was 
of the head and showed a “...w^ole mass of stars, the only large piece 
being behind the eye v^ch was given to the FBI agents when it was 
removed.” 

Kellerman was asked to v^at extent he knew the nature of the 
President’s wounds from his observations in Parkland Hospital. 

Kellerman said "1 went into the emergency room v^ere the body was. 
The face was unmarked...! saw no blood in the neck...the shirt and tie 
were still on." Kellerman said he never noticed the wotind in the throat 
at Parkland and he didn’t see the tracheotomy after he was in the 
emergency room. He said he just took one look. Kellerman said that 
\\frien he and Hill helped to move the body, Kellerman held the legs and 
Hill held the shoulders and head area. Kellerman said he “...never had 
word one with any of the doctors...” in Parkland. 

As Kellerman was helping to carry the casket out of Parkland 
Hospital, FBI agent [sic] Richard Johnsen [sic] came up to him and said 
“...a man gave me a bullet." Kellerman said that apparently this was the 
only bullet v^ch “...didn’t explode...” during the assassination. There- 
fore, Kellerman knew of the existence of a full bullet w^en he was 

[end of page three] 
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present at the autopsy during the discussions about w^ere the bullet had 
gone in the body. 

Kellerman recalls Dr. Finck trying to probe the back wound. 
Kellerman was watching from a vantage point right by the body. 
Kellerman said at this time the other doctors may not have heard the 
conversation vWch ensued because Finck was working in the back of 
the head area and the other doctors were in the front. Kellerman 
noticed that Finck was having a lot of trouble probing the wound and 
said to him “...do you know they found a shell in Dallas.” [sic] Finck said 
“no.” Kellerman suggested: “...do you suppose that with the cardiac 
massage they gave him that the bullet came out.” Kellerman said this 
explanation “...solved it for me...until I saw the films.” (reference to 
Zapruder film), [sic] Kellerman didn’t say that the X-rays were taken 
explicitly to find the bullet or bullet path, saying they were “...taken as 
part of the God damn job." 

Kellerman said he received a call wiiile in the morgue, from 
Boring wdio told him that two pieces of skull were found in the car. 
Kellerman told him to “...send them on down.” 

Kellerman said that wdiile he didn’t know a tracheotomy had 
been performed in Dallas, he said that it was obvious that one had been 
vdien the body was unwrapped 

[end of page four] 
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at the moigue; he said he “...knew the throat had been opened for 
oxygen.” Kellerman said the doctors had “...no problem with the 
organs.” He heard a young corpsman who was examining the organs 
say “...they are very clean and clear.” 

Kellerman does not recall the doctors lifting the brain out of the 
head and only recalls one large hole in the head and no small holes in 
the head. He knew that Hill said there was a hole in the tie but he didn’t 
seek. 

Kellerman recalls Dr. Finck probing the wound about 4 - 5 
inches as he was trying to “...get the probe to come out...” Kellerman 
said the doctors didn’t probe the wound with his finger first, saying it was 
“not that big." 

Though he had had the discussion with Boring about the skull 
fragments, he does not recall them attempting to fit them in. In fact, he 
remembers one skull fragment being examined at the autopsy. 

Kellerman said the receipts for items received in the autopsy 
were “made up” by the Navy. He said he “...signed for the items before 
taking them from the morgue." Kellennan said he “...signed a typed 
receipt...no initials.” 

[end of page five] 
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He said he did not count the film holders or X-rays; rather, he simply 
turned them all over to Bouck at the Secret Service. He said Bouck 
gave him a receipt and never said that he didn’t have all the X-rays and 
photographs he was supposed to have. 

Kellerman recalls getting the photographs and X-rays in a “...big 
cardboard box..." but doesn’t know from wfiiom he got the box. 
Kellerman said neither he nor Greer, to the best of his recollection, 
handled the photographs or X-rays at any time during the autopsy, prior 
to the time they were put into the cardboard box. In other words, 
Kellerman does not believe that the FBI agents were the individuals to 
w^om the film holders and X-rays were handed as soon as they were 
ready (see Stringer memo re [sic] giving film holders to agent immedi- 
ately upon their exposure). Kellerman said he took the cardboard box 
with the films and the X-rays from the hospital and went to the White 
House by ambulance, after the casket had been taken in. Kellennan said 
he was “...about to forget them wfiien someone said ' here’s all your 
film.’” Kellerman said he believed he had copies of the receipts he 
handled that night. 

[end of page six] 



Presented by Citizens for Truth about the Kennedy Assassination (CTKA) 



81 



The Kathleen Cunningham Collection; HSCA Documents Relating to the Medical Evidence from the Assassination of John E Kennecfy 



-7- 

Kellerman said he had “...no reason not to think he had 
everything..." wdien he took the cardboard box with the films and X-rays. 
When asked \sdiy the Secret Service wanted this material he said “...the 
point is, he was our man, everything belonged in the White House.” 
Kellerman noted that the photographs were not developed before he 
took them. Kellerman was shown the receipt he had signed from the 
photographs which had his name typed in with the notation that it had 
been signed. In this receipt there are no numbers crossed out or 
changes evident. Kellennan said that to the best of his recollection the 
receipt he actually had signed had “...no numbers crossed out." 
Kellerman said he “...wouldn’t comment on the amended version of the 
receipt." (See interview segment which occurred the next day vdien he 
brought in the receipt he has), [sic] 

Before the body was put in the casket, Kellerman went to get 
Hill saying “...1 want you to see this before leaving." Kellerman said he 
“pointed out the wounds to Hill.” 

Kellerman said that on the day after the autopsy he looked at 
the Presidential limou^e. Kellerman recalled that wdien he was in the 
car just moments after the shots there was “...a splattering of metal 
around me.” Kellerman said there had to be “...four or five metal 
fragments in 

[end of page seven] 
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the car." 

At 9:30 A.M. the following morning, 8/25/75 [sic], Mr. 

Kellennan returned for a follow-up interview at the same location. Mr. 
Kellennan brought a copy of the receipt for the photographs. This receipt 
includes the changes made and initialed by Captain Stover. Mr. Kellerman 
was not sure vfiiere he got his copies or vdiere he got the corrected 
version of the receipt vdtich had his name typed in. Mr. Kellerman had 
only the corrected version of the receipt for the X-rays vdiich had his 
name typed in. He didn’t have the one with his signature on it. 

Mr. Kellerman said he has “...no conversation [sic] concerning 
the fact that some of the film holders had no film in them." He said he 
“...never learned about it...and had no conversation with Stringer about 
it.” Mr. Kellerman believes that he “...signed the receipts after the 
changes were made." Mr. Kellerman said that prior to signing the 
receipts “...everyone counted them...I think 1 even counted them. ...I 
would think so." (Note: the day before Mr. Kellennan said he never 
coimted the films and X-rays.) 

Mr. Kellerman also had a receipt dated 12-2-63 wdtich was for 
the transmittal of the windshield to the archives. This was signed by 
Marion Johnson. 

Mr. Kellerman reiterated that he had no recollection of changes 
being made in the [a long word or short phrase here has been accidently 
blocked out by the National Archives reproduction symbol] He said he 
was never 
[end of page eight] 
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called to the Archives to examine or identify the receipts or any other 
material. Kellerman said it was “possible" that Greer was the person 
w^o told him not to forget his film vAien he arrived at the White House 
after the autopsy. 

[end of page nine] 



[page ten — unnumbered] 

THIS PAGE CONTAINS A DRAWING OF THE REAR OF THE 
PRESIDENT’S BODY FROM JUST BELOW THE SHOULDERS UP. THIS 
PAGE IS DATED “8/24/77” AND SIGNED BY KELLERMAN — “ST. 
PETERSBURG. FLORIDA” — AND “WITNESSED BY” D. A. PURDY, JR. 
AND JAMES P. KELLY. 

THE DRAWING IS “CARTOONISH” HAVING BEEN DRAWN 
FREE-HAND. IT SHOWS THE BACK WOUND AT ABOUT A POINT 
EQUIVALENT TO THE SECOND THORACIC VERTEBRA (APPROXI- 
MATELY THE SAME SPOT ON THE FACE SHEET IN CE-397). 

THERE IS A SMALL HOLE JUST TO THE RIGHT OF MID- 
LINE OF THE HEAD, ROUGHLY LEVEL WITH A LINE THAT WOULD 
CONNECT THE TWO EARLOBES. ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE MID- 
LINE OF THE HEAD, JUST ABOVE THE LEVEL OF THE TOP OF THE 
EARS IS A LARGER HOLE, ROUGHLY THE SIZE OF AN EAR. 

[end of page ten and end of document] 
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HSCA Record Number 180 - 10104-10248 Agency File Number 013394 


Orlginator-HSCA 




From: 


Kellerman, Roy H. 


To: 




Date: 


12/01/78 


Pages: 


3 


Subjects: 


Kellerman, Roy 
Wounds and injuries 
Medical Evidence 
JFK autopsy 
Wound ballistics 

Return of remains to Washington 
TVeatment at Parkland Hospital 


Date Released: 


not on document 


Contents: 


Outside Contact Report (in long hand) by 
Mark Flanagan on phone interview with Roy 
H. Kellerman. Document follows in full. 



OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 12-1-78 TIME 3:00 

I. Identifying Infoimation: 

Name: Roy H. KeUeraian Telephone: (813) 527-6327 

Address: St. Petersburg, Florida 

Type of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

Called to ask Kellerman about his recollection of the head 
wound to the President — wanted to know v^at he saw at Bethesda as 
compared to Parkland — Kellerman stated that Parkland did not 
measure the wound & did not attempt to ascertain its precise dimen- 
sions — Bethesda did & Bethesda is accurate. Also said that no one had 
the chance to alter or did alter the body in transit from Dallas. 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

/V Mark Ranagan 
[end of document] 
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Record Number 1 80- 1 0084- 10398 Agency File Number 000523 




Record Number 180-10082-10079 Agency File Number 010764 


Originator-TANENBAUM. ROBERT K. 




Originator-HSCA 




From: 




From: 


Miller, Dawne 


To: 




To: 




Date: 12/15/76 




Date: 


^14/78 


Pages: 4 




Pages: 


3 


Subjects: 




Subjects: 


Kilduff, Malcolm M. 


Riotographs and Films 








KildufF, Malcolm M. 




Date Released: 


Not on document 


Date Released: Not on document 




Contents: 


Brief, handwritten Outside Contact Report on 
telephone interview with Malcolm Kilduff by 


Contents: Excerpt from the “diary" of Robert K. 






HSCA investigator Dawne Miller. Document 


Tanenbaum, of 12/1 5/76. Follows in full. 






follows in full. 


DIARY Item — Robert K. Tanenbaum 








12/15/76 - Met with Malcolm M. Kilduff (tel: 393-6100) former Assistant 
Press Secretary to JFK, in presence of Cliff Fenton, Edw. Wvans, Bob 
Lehner. He had film wWch he will supply to us. He also will supply 
telephone numbers for Bill Stinson, Connally Press Secretary, and Ken 
O'Donnell, Bob Clarke. 








[end of page one and end of document] 
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KENNEDY 




HSCA Record Number 180-10096-10261 Agency File Number 002590 


OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 




Originator-HSCA 


DATE: 8/14 TIME: 2:35 PM 




From: Blakey 






To: Admiral George E. R. Kinnear, 11 


I. Identifying Information: 




Date: 10/17/77 






Pages: 6 


Name: Malcolm Kilduff Telephone: (606) 464-3212 (w) 




Subjects: 


(606) 464-3115 (h) 




JFK autopsy 


Address: Box 541, Beattyville, Kentucky 41311 




Admiral Kinnear 


Type of Contact: X Telephone 




Medical evidence 


Person 




USN 






Release Date: 10/25/93 


11. Summary of Contact: 










Contents: A series of four letters requesting the waiver 


He's available if needed. 




or alteration of the so called “gag order” on 






the Naval personnel who attended the 


He was Kennedy's Assist. Press Secretary & was in 3rd car of 




President's autopsy. All four letters follow in 


motorcade. Announced JFK's death at the hospital. 




Ml. 


Has never been contacted for questioning, by WC or HSCA. 






III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 






Signature: /s/ Dawne Miller 






[end of page one and end of document] 
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DOCUMENT#! [undated] 

Select Committee On Assassinations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
3331 House Office Building, Annex 2 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Admiral Geoige E. R. Kinnear, 11 
Chief of Legislative Affairs 
Office of Legislative Affairs 
Department of the Navy 
Washington, D.C. 20350 

Dear Sir: 

The Select Committee on Assassinations is investigating the 
assassinations of President John R Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. In conjunction with these investigations, the Committee will need 
information held by the Department of the Navy. 

Commander Wncent Avema has spoken with counsel on our 
staff, Donald A. Purdy, Jr., and stated that all requests for information 
from the Navy should he sent to you. He asked that we provide you a 
list of our requests for information which are still outstanding. 

We would like the appropriate official to rescind the order of 
silence issued to personnel present at the autopsy of President John F. 
Kennedy and to notify the personnel accordingly. The memorandum on 
this mater from Admiral Hoigan to the Surgeon General is attached. 

The Select Committee would like any information you have 
pertaining to an order, including the order itself, that was given to 
Commander James J. Humes on or about November 22, 1963, pertain- 
ing to the nature of the autopsy to be performed on President Kennedy. 
Mr. Purdy has previously spoken to Capt.Miller and Lt. Broach on this 
subject. 



[end of page one of document one] 



- 2 - 



Finally, we have requested access to all materials in the 
possession of the Naval Investigative Service of the Office of Naval 
Intelligence concerning both Lee Harvey Oswald and any investigation 
into the assassination. Mr. Purdy's letter of August 2, 1977, on the subject 
is attached. 

Your assistance in expediting these requests would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you for your cooperation in the Select Committee's 
investigation. 

Sincerely, 

/s/G. Robt. Blakey 

G. Robert Blakey 
Chief Counsel and Director 

Enclosures 

GRB:DAPJnaeh 



[end of page two and end of document one] 
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DOCUMENT TWO 



NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER 
Bethesda, Marjdand - 20014 

IN REPLY REFER TO 
NNMC:C02:SS 
22 September 1977 

Mr. P. [sic] A. Purdy 
Counsel 

Select Committee on Assassination [sic] 
of the House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Pursuant to your recent telephone request enclosed please find a copy of 
our letter to the Surgeon General of the Navy relative to his 
predecessor's verbal order of November 1963. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

H. P. Miller 

Captain, Medical Service Corps, U. S. Navy 
Director, Administrative Services 



[end of document two] 



DOCUMENT THREE 

NNMC:C02:bsz 
16 SEP 1977 

From: Commanding Officer, National Naval Medical Center, 

Bethesda, Marjfiand 20014 

To: Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 

Subj: Request from the Select Committee on Assassinations 

of the House of Representatives for rescission of 
a verbal order issued by the Surgeon General, 

United States Navy, on or about 22 November 1963 

1 . Mr. Donald A. Purdy, Staff Counsel for subject Committee 

advises that the Committee is experiencing difficulty in obtaining 
information from personnel wfiio were on duty and involved with the 
remains of President John F. Kennedy at this Center on 22 and 23 
November 1963. The difficulty arises from the refusal of these personnel 
to provide information to the Committee because they were advised in 
writing as follows by the Commanding Officers, Naval Hospital, Naval 
Medical School and National Naval Medical Center: 

“ 1 . You are reminded that you are under verbal orders of 

the Surgeon General, United States Navy, to discuss with no one events 
connected with your official duties on the evening of 22 November - 23 
November 1963. [sic] 

“2. This letter indicates official notification and reiteration 

of those verbal orders. You are warned that infraction of these orders 
makes you liable to Court Martial proceedings under appropriate articles 
of the Uniform Code of Military Justice." 



The notification to the civilians involved makes reference to disciplinary 
action “pursuant to applicable laws, regulations and instructions" vice 
the Unifoma Code of Military Justice. 
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2. These letters were addressed; 

a. By Commanding Officer, Naval Hospital, National 

Naval Medical Center, Bethesda to: 

HM3 Jerrol F. Coster [sic], USN, 545 4077 
HM3 Edward F. Reed, Jr. USN, 588 6896 

[end of page one of document three] 



[page 2] 

NNMC:C02:bsz 
16 SEP 1977 

b. By Commanding Officer, Naval Medical School, 

National Naval Medical Center to: 

CDR John H. Ebersole, MC, USN, 495 535/2100 
CDR “J" Thornton Boswell, MC, USN, 489 878/2100 
CDR James Joseph Humes, MC, USN, 497 831/2100 
Lt Robert F. Kamei, Jr., MC, USN, 622 774/2100 
HMCA Chester Herschel Boyers, Jr., USN, 339 65 16 
HMl Robert W. Rittmeyer, USN, 864 71 27 
HM2 Floyd Albert Riebe, USN, 458 47 93 
HM2 Harold Alfred Rydbery [sic] , USN, 5 1 9 04 1 0 
(HM-8497) 

HM3 James Curtis Jenkins, USN, 549 96 76 
HM3 James E. Metzler, USN, 593 94 40 
HM3 Paul Kelly O’Connor, USN, 531 75 34 
HM3 Jan Gail Rudnicki, USN, 547 56 35 
Mr. John T. Stringer, Jr., GS-1 1 



c. By Commanding Officer, National Naval Medical 
Center to: 

Mrs. Elsie Boehm Closser [sic], GS-9 

3. In order that the work of the Committee may not be inhibited 

by the proper reticence of these personnel to provide information as 
requested by it, it is suggested that the verbal order of the Surgeon 
General be rescinded or modified by his successor in office so that any of 
the aforementioned members or prior members summoned before it 
may provide such information as may be requested by the Committee. 

J. T. HORGAN [typed, no sig] 

[end of page two and end of document three] 
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DOCUMENT FOUR 

Select Committee of Assassinations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
3331 House Office Building. Annex 2 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

August 2, 1977 

Assistant Secretary for International 
Security Affairs 
Room 3D-882 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Attention: Captain Donald Nielsen, U.S.N. 

Dear Captain Nielsen: 

The Select Committee on Assassinations requests access to the 
material concerning Lee Oswald and the investigation into the assassina- 
tion of President John F. Kennedy currently in the possession of the 
Naval Investigative Service of the Office of Naval Intelligence. 

Your assistance in expediting this request is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Donald A. Purdy, Jr. 

Staff Counsel 

DAP, Jr.:ce 

cc: Naval Investigative Service 

[end of document four and end of HSCA 002590] 



HSCA Record Number 180-10105-10405 Agency File Number 014469 


Originator-HSCA 


From: 


Lipsey, Richard A. 


To: 


Date: 


1/18/78 


Pages: 


12 


Subjects: 


Lipsey, Richard A. 
MDW 




JFK autopsy 
Bird, Samuel 

[Note: Misspelled as “Byrd” is this document] 
medical evidence 
Drawing of wounds 


Release Date: 


10/6/93 


Contents: 


Memo from HSCA investigators Andy Purdy 
and Mark Flanagan on in person interview 
with former MDW Lt. Richard A. Lipsey. 
Document in full follows. 
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NAME Richard A. Upsey DATE 1/18/78 TIME 11:40 a.m. 




Richard A. Lipsey Interview 


ADDRESS [blank] PLACE Steinberg’s Sporting Goods 




Page 2 


Baton Rouge, La. 




erate and supply any information that he could. 


Interview: 




Lipsey stated that he was bom on October 7, 1939 in Selma, 






Alabama. He came to Washington, D.C. v*en he was selected as an 


The Select Committee on Assassinations interviewed Richard 




aide to General Wehle. He said that Wehle’s office would handle all 


Lipsey because of his presence at the autopsy of John Kennedy. Since 




ceremonial military functions in Washington. 


Mr. Lipsey chose to tape this interview; we also taped. This memoran- 




After the assassination, Lip^y said that he and Wehle met the 


dum represents a summary of the tape recordings. No transcript has 




body at Andrews Air Force Base and placed in a hearst [sic] to be 


been made to date. 




transported to Bethesda Naval Hospital. Lipsey mentioned that he and 


Lipsey stated that he was an aide to General Wehle vdio was 




Wehle then flew by helicopter to Bethesda and took JFK into the back of 


the Commanding General of the Military District of Washington, U.S. 




Bethesda. A decoy hearst [sic] had been driven to the front. After 


Army. This office was responsible for all the fimeral arrangements of 




bringing the body into Bethesda, Lipsey said that Jackie Kennedy and 


JFK. Lipsey said that he wimessed the majority of the autopsy. 




the family entered the front of Bethesda and travelled to the “Presiden- 


Lipsey began the interview by mentioning that he signed a 




tial suite.” 


document in his office about one week after the assassination wfiiich 




Lipsey next stated that General Wehle ordered him not to leave 


forbade him from revealing any information about the autopsy. He 




the body for any reason. 


believes this had a 15-year limitation. After asking us about the validity 




After entering the morgue and the autopsy room, Lipsey could 


of this agreement, we responded by saying that we wished he would 




only recall one other person besides the doctors \\iio was present in the 


respond on a voluntary basis and that it was the Committee’s opinion 




autopsy room. This was Lt. Samuel Byrd, head of the Old Guard. Byrd 


that no harm would occur. Lipsey mentioned that these orders origi- 




was responsible for 


nated from a Colonel Holden. Lipsey agreed to coop- 




[end of page two] 


[end of page one] 
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Richard A. Lipsey Interview 
Pages 

guarding the body in any military ceremony. 

Lipsey next mentioned that this was the first autopsy he had 
ever seen and that despite the circumstance, he was able to wimess the 
autopsy without feeling ill. He believes the autopsy lasted approximately 
3-4 hours. After the autopsy, the morticians entered and Lipsey re- 
mained there wMe they prepared the body. During the autopsy, Lipsey 
said that General Wehle would occasionally enter. At one point after 
completion of the autopsy. Lipsey mentioned that he sent the driver of 
General Wehle's car to collect some clothes at the White House for JFK. 

In answer to a question, Lipsey stated that he does not know 
v^en the autopsy x-rays [sic] were taken. 

We next asked Mr. Lipsey to describe the wounds. Lipsey said 
that it was obvious that a bullet “entered the back of his head and exited 
on the right side of his head.” The other bullets entered at the “lower 
part of his neck" in the rear; one then exited and one hit his chest cavity 
and travelled down into the body. Lipsey does not feel that the doctors 
ever located the third bullet; in otherwords, it did not exit the body. 

Lipsey next stated that the doctors removed all of JFK's 
intestines and organs and sectioned these and photo- 

[end of page three] 



Richard A. Lipsey Interview 
Page 4 

graphed them. 

Lipsey says that he recalls the doctors discussing the third bullet 
\;^diich he believes entered low in the neck and was deflected down into 
the chest cavity. 

To the best of his recollection, Lipsey does not believe that the 
doctors foimd any “w4iole" bullets. He does feel that there was no 
question among the doctors that the bullets came from the same source. 

We next asked Lipsey to recap his discription [sic] of the 
wounds. He described these as follows: 

(1) one bullet entered the back of the head and exited 
resulting in part of the face and head being blown away; 

(2) another bullet entered at the top of the neck (rear) 
which exited in the front portion of the neck; and 

( 3 ) another bullet entered at the bottom of the neck (rear) 
or high in the back w^ch did not exit. 

Lipsey added that if you viewed JFK from the left side you 
couldn’t notice any damage; from the right side, however, part of his 
head was blown away. Lipsey said he 

[end of page four] 
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Richard A. Lipsey Interview 
Page 5 

concluded a bullet exited from the front of the neck because he saw 
tuyere the doctors were working and listened to their conclusions. 
Lipsey also mention that the doctors dissected all of the organs in the 
chest region t^Wle looking for a missle [sic]. 

Lipsey next stated that Sam Byrd made a tape recording of all 
the funeral events surrounding the assassination in wiiich he (Byrd) 
participated. Lipsey felt that this recording, taped on either Tbesday of 
Wednesday following the assassination, may have included a commen- 
tary of the autopsy. 

Lipsey next said that after the morticians finished preparing the 
body around 3:00 or 4:00 a.m., JFK’s body was taken back to the White 
House and laid to rest in the East Room. 

In response to a question, Lipsey said that he had not spoken to 
Sam Byrd since approximately January, 1974, then he (Lipsey) left 
Washington. Lipsey mentioned that he lived across from Byrd at Ft. 
Myer in the Officers BOQ. Lipsey also commented that Byrd is a 
permanent military type and that if he is still alive he’s probably in the 
Army. 

Lipsey next stated that he doesn’t recall the 

[end of page five] 



Richard A. Lipsey Interview 
Page 6 

doctors having discussions with anyone else during the autopsy or any 
discussion concerning the nature of the autopsy to be performed. He 
did acknowledge, however, that even though he was in a position to 
hear the doctor’s conversations that he didn’t always pay close attention. 
He was only interested in certain aspects. He added that he was 12 to 
15 feet from the autopsy table. 

Lipsey said that the doctors first examined the entire body and 
he believes that they discovered all of the wounds during this prelimi- 
nary examination. He said that his recollection of the wounds are based 
on w^at he saw and w^at he heard. In reference to the front throat 
wound, all he saw was blood. He also added that no real entrance in 
the rear of the head existed; he feels that one bullet blasted away an 
entire portion (entrance and exit). 

Since he never got close to the throat wound, he could not 
recall the nature of this wound. Further, Lipsey does not recall any 
discussion of a tracheotomy incision or of the wound in the trachea 
being caused by anything other than a bullet. Lipsey stated that he 
carmot recall the doctors specifically saying that the wound in the throat 
was caused by a bullet but he does feel the doctors were 

[end of page six] 
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Richard A. Lipsey Interview 
Page? 

convinced that a bullet exited from the front of the nedc. 

Lipsey also does not recall any discussion of the nature of the 
bullet that caused the head wound. Lipsey said that the doctors were 
using the angle from the extrance [sic] in the rear of the head to the 
throat to look for the other bullet that entered high in the back. He said 
that both entrances looked the same. Lipsey mentioned that the doctors 
spent more time looking for the bullet that entered high in the back than 
anything else. He recalls that he said that the bullet could have gone 
anyv^^ere. The doctors were also frimly [sic] convinced that this bullet 
did not exit in the front of the neck. Lipsey said the doctors followed the 
path of the bullet for a short distance until they lost the track at w4iich 
point they removed the organs in an attempt to locate it. Lipsey cannot 
recall if the doctors photographed the interior chest. Lipsey also does 
not recall v^en the doctors took the photographs or if they x-rayed [sic] 
the lower extremities. Lipsey does not recall the doctors examining the 
x-rays [ac] during the autopsy. 

Lipsey does not recall any messages coming from the Kennedy 
family, any calls being made from the autopsy room or elsewhere, any 
discussion of cardiac massage, or any discussion that the bullet in the 
upper back exited from the same pathway that it entered. 

[end of page seven] 



Richard A. Lipsey 
Page 8 

Lipsey said that he was not in charge of security within the 
room but just had responsibility to watch the body. Lipsey does not 
recall anyone taking attendance in the autopsy room or any orders 
concerning admittance to the room. Lipsey does not believe the doctors 
returned any of the organs to the body. He mentioned that the brain 
was one of these organs. 

Lipsey feels that the doctors did remove some metal fragments 
from JFK’s body but has no idea concerning v^iere they removed them 
from or w^at their dimensions were. 

At this point, we had Lipsey diagram the wounds on a face 
sheet (see attachment). 

Lipsey does not recall anyone else taking notes or any other 
federal agents in the room. Nor does he recall anything about the 
reinterment of the body or even v^en it occurred. 

Lipsey says he feels he knows “for a fact" that someone shot 
JFK three times and that these bullets came from behind. He states he 
definitely remembers the doctors commenting that the bullets came 
from the same spot and direction and that they were “absolutely, 
unequivocally” convinced that he had been shot three time.s [sic] In 
reference to the diagrams on the face sheet, Lipsey stated that the blown 

[end of page eight] 
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[page 10 — Lipsey] 

THE FINAL PAGE OF THIS DOCUMENT IS LIPSEY’S DRAWING OF 
THE PRESIDENT’S WOUNDS A VERBAL DESCRIPTION OF HIS 
DRAWINGS FOLLOWS: 

The drawings are made on a form similar to the bottom portion 
of the autopsy report face sheet in CE 397 and shows the anterior and 
posterior views of a male silhouette. 

ANTERIOR VIEW 

Head: Lipsey has drawn in a defect in the anatomic right temple area, 

extending from a point roughly the same as v^ere the uppermost 
portion of the outer ear joins the head upward roughly one third of the 
way to the apex of the head. He has made a marginal notation r^Wch 
reads: “(same area) Blown away as wound #1.” 

Throat: Lipsey has drawn a dot in the mid-line of the throat at a point 
that should be approximately one inch above the notch in the top of the 
breast bone. He has made a marginal notation wMch reads: “EXIT 
point of wound #2" [Emphasis as in the original] 

POSTERIOR VIEW 

Head: Lipsey has drawn a defect on the anatomic right in the area 

commonly known as the temple. The lowest point of the defect is just 
slightly higher than the same wound as he's indicated on the anterior 
aspect of the body, but its uppermost edge is at the same height. This 



Richard A. Lipsey Interview 
Page 9 

away portion represents an extrance [sic] and an exit. Lipsey also 
identified the entrance in the lower head as being just inside the hairline. 
Lipsey again reiterated that there is no question in his mind that the 
doctors feel there were three separate wounds and three separate 
bullets. Lipsey concluded by saying he has not discussed the autopsy 
with anyone, not even his wife. 

We concluded this interview at 1:15 p.m. 

[end of page nine] 
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wound extends backward on the head roughly one third of the way to 
the mid-line of the occipital bone. He has made a marginal notation 
vdiich reads: “Part blown away — #1” 

In the mid-line of the skull at a point wWch approximates the 
President’s lower hairline, Lipsey has drawn a dot. The marginal 
notation for this wound reads: “entrance of bullet #2" 

Upper Back'Lower Neck: In the mid-line of the body touching the lower 
line on the figure w4iich indicates the collar area, Lipsey has drawn a 
dot. The marginal notation for this wotmd reads: “entrance — of bullet 
#3” Below this notation, Lipsey has written: “(not in order)” 

The bottom of the page bears the date “1/18/78” and printed and signed 
name “Richard A. Lipsey.” Beneath Lipsey’s signature is: 

“Witnessed by: /s/ Donald A. Purdy, Jr. 

Baton Rouge, La. 

T. Mark Flanagan, Jr.” 

This is the end of the page and the document. 

[Note: The HSCA’s recording of this and an earlier interview on Lipsey 
exists, and can be obtained through the National Archives at College 
Park, Motion Pictures and Sound, and is audio recording 
233JFK.013638. On standard audio cassettes the interview is three reels 
long and contains information not mentioned in this memorandum on 
Lipsey’s interview] 



HSCA Record Number 180-10089-10060 Agency File Number 008514 
Originator-Marshall, Burke 
From: 

To: 

Date: 5/18/78 

Pages: 3 

Subjects: JFK autopsy 

Marshall, Burke 
Leads and information 
Use of autopsy material 
Missing autopsy material 

Release Date: 10/22/93 

Contents: Outside Contact Report (handwritten) with 

Burke Marshall by Mark Flanagan. Docu- 
ment follows in full. 
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KENNEDY 

OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 5/1R^8 time 2:00 - 3:30 

I. Identifying Information; 

NAME Burke Marshall TELEPHONE 

ADDRESS Yale Law School, New Haven, Conn. 

TYPE OF CONTACT: Telephone 

X Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

Prof. Blakey and I spoke to Marshall re: 

1) approval of autopsy sketches 

2) missing materials 

Marshall gave approval for reproduction of the tracings of the 
autopsy photos so long as the tracings are cropped to eliminate any 
personal features of the President, only show the details of evidentiary 
significance, and are black and white. In addition, Mardiall gave approval 
for reproduction of close-ups of the autopsy photographs that will display 
the two inshoot wounds, the brain-like substance adhered to the hair on 
the lower, rear portion of the head, and the tracheotomy incision. 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

/s/ Mark Flanagan 
[end of page one] 



OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 5/18/78 TIME 2:00 - 3:30 

I. Identifying Information: 

NAME Burke Marshall TELEPHONE 

ADDRESS Yale Law School 

TYPE OF CONTACT: Telephone 

X Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

These photos are to be closely cropped to only show the 
wound and are to be reproduced only in black and white. 

Marshall stated that he does not know vhat happened to the 
missing materials or vdio last had custody. His informed judgment is that 
RFK obtained and disposed of these materials himself, without informing 
anyone else. He said that RFK was concerned that these materials 
would be placed on display in future years in an institution such as the 
Smithsonian and consequently wished to dispose of them and eliminate 
such a possibility. Marshall reiterated that he does not feel anyone 
besides RFK would have known what happened to the materials. 
Marshall said he feels certain that obtaining or locating these materials is 
no longer possible. 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): 

/s/ Mark Flanagan 

[end of page two and end of document] 
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HSCA Record Number 180-10078-10465 Agency File Number 009414 
Originator-HSCA 


From: 


Godfrey McHugh 


To: 


— 


Date: 


5/1 1/78 


Pages: 


5 


Subjects: 


Motorcade 
Assassination 
Return of remains to D.C. 
LBJ 

JFK autopsy 


Release Date: 


10/22/93 


Contents: 


Report by HSCA investigator Mark Flanagan 
on telephone interview with McHugh. 
Document follows in full. 



KENNEDY 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 

Name: Brigadier General Godfrey McHugh DATE 5-11-78 TIME 
Address: 5241 Partridge Lane, N.W. PLACE Telephone interview 
Washington, D.C. 

Interview: I spoke to General McHugh by telephone on May 1 1 , 

1978 concerning his presence at the autopsy of President Kennedy. 
McHugh currentiy resides at 5241 Partridge Lane, N.W, Washington, 
D.C. His phone number is (202) 244-5241. 

At the time of the assassination McHugh served as the Air Force 
Military Aide of the President. As such, he regularly travelled with the 
President during official visits and commanded Air Force I. Conse- 
quently, McHugh accompanied the President’s body back to Bethesda. 

McHugh stated that the purpose of the Texas trip was to provide 
“full exposure” of the President to the people of Dallas and thus politi- 
cally “win" the Texans. Ordinarily McHugh rode in the Presidential 
limousine in the front seat. This was the first time he was instructed not 
to ride in the car so that all attention would be focused on the President 
to accentuate full exposure. 

McHugh recalled that during the motorcade he distinctly heard 
three shots in succession, as did John Clifton w^o was 
Interviewer Signature /s/ Mark Flanagan 

Typed Signature Mark Flanagan Date transcribed br 5-24-78 
[end of page one] 
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Brigadier General Godfrey McHugh 
Page 2. 

riding beside him. McHugh immediately scarmed the area but did not 
discern any assassin or assassins. McHugh said that the shots originated 
from above and in the vicinity of the TSBD. 

After the Parkland doctors pronounced the President dead 
McHugh said that the Presidential Party received notice that the 
President’s body was not to be removed from Texas. The Secret Service 
and the President’s aides decided, however, that the President’s body 
was in their custody and that they should remove it from Texas. McHugh 
assisted the Secret Service agents in removing the casket from the 
hospital. In the process McHugh recalled that the police and Mayor 
Cabal [sic] stopped them and informed them that they would be 
breaking the law if they removed the body. McHugh then told the Texas 
authorities that he didn’t understand how he could be breaking the law 
when he was only following orders and then, together with the S.S. 
agents, proceeded to “politely push everything out of the way” and 
transport the body to Air Force 1. 

Once the President’s body, Jackie Keimedy, the Secret Service 
agents, McHugh and some others were aboard Air Force I, Ken 
O’Donnell told McHugh to take off for Washington. McHugh learned 
from the pilot, however, that Wee President Johnson had already 
assumed control of Air Force I and had ordered the plane to remain on 
the ground until further notice. This was to allow transfer of materials 
from Air Force II to I and to allow 
[end of page two] 



Brigadier General Godfrey McHugh 
Page 3. 

for the arrival of various persons for the swearing-in ceremony. 

During this time McHugh began looking for Johnson to discuss 
the situation. The pilot told McHugh that Johnson had already boarded 
Air Force I. McHugh had encountered difficulty in locating Johnson but 
finally discovered him alone “hiding in the toilet in the bedroom 
compartment and muttering, ' Conspiracy, 
conspiracy, they’re after all of us.’" McHugh then attempted to calm 
Johnson. 

During the flight to Andrews Air Force Base in Washington 
McHugh sat with Mrs. Kennedy next to the President’s casket in the rear 
of Air Force I. McHugh said Mrs. Kennedy instructed McHugh “not to 
leave the body of the President" until it was finally prepared for burial. 

After arriving at Andrews McHugh said he rode with the 
President’s body, Mrs. Kennedy, and Robert Kennedy in an ambulance 
to the Bethesda Naval Hospital for the performance of an autopsy. 
McHugh remained with the body and wimessed the autopsy vWle the 
family members maintained vigil in a suite at the hospital. 

McHugh recalled that his first thought during the autopsy was 
how yellow the body appeared to be. He remembered that the autopsy 
doctors remarked that this was not unusual in this situation. McHugh did 
not ask for further elaboration. 

McHugh said the basic purpose of the autopsy was to deter- 

[end of page three] 
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Brigadier General Godfrey McHugh 
Page 4. 

mine what exactly killed the President. He said Secret Service men were 
present as well as the three principal pathologists. During the autopsy no 
one was permitted to enter or leave. 

McHugh did not have specific recollection concerning the 
location of the wounds or the discussions among the doctors. McHugh 
did say that the pathologists recorded minute notes and that he 
recalled a wound to the throat. A primary concern was locating any 
fragments of lead. 

McHugh said that Bobby Kennedy and Ken O’Donnell fre- 
quently telephoned him during the autopsy from their suite. On all 
occasions RFK and O’Donnell only asked to speak with McHugh. 
McHugh said they inquired about the results, about \Miy the autopsy was 
taking so much time, and about the need for speed and efficiency while 
still performing the required examinations. McHugh said he never stated 
or implied that the doctors diould limit the autopsy in any manner but 
merely reminded them to work as efficiently and quickly as possible. 
McHugh said that even after he would inform RFK and O’Donnell that 
the autopsy would require several hours they would still frequently call 
to ask why it was taking so long and vftien it would be completed. 

McHugh recalled that O’Donnell and the Secret Service 
instructed that all procedures related to the body should be performed at 
Bethesda to reduce security risks. 

After preparations at Bethesda were complete, McHugh 
accompanied the body to the White House where it was placed 
[end of page four] 



Brigadier General Godfrey McHugh 
Page 5. 

in the East Room. 

McHugh stated that he formerly worked with Presidents 
Roosevelt, Truman and Eisenhower. After retiring from the military, 
Magnavox employed McHugh as a ^^ce President. McHugh is currently 
fully retired. 

[end of page five and end of document] 
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HSCA Record Number Agency File Number 013618 




KENNEDY 


L 


Originator-HSCA 




OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 




From: 




DATE: 6-28-78 TIME: 





To: 






r ~ 


Date: 6/30/78 




I. Identifying Information: 


L 


Pages: 2 








Subjects: O’Connor, Paul Kelly 




Name: Paul K. O'Connor Tslephone: (904) 372-8229 




JFK autopsy 




Address: Gainesville, Florida 




Release Date: — 




TYPE OF CONTACT: X Telephone 








Person 




Contents: Outside Contact Report (handwritten) on a 




II. Summary of Contact: 


r ' 


6/28^78 telephone interview with Paul Kelly 






L_ 


O'Connor by Mark Flanagan. Document 




6-28 1 1 :00 a.m. — no answer 


r - 


follows in full. 




6-30 9:45 a.m. — reached — O’Connor previously interviewed 


! 






— I was asking him about the beginning phases of the autopsy. 








O'Connor stated that the Pres’s [sic] body arrived at about 8:00 in the 








evening. The morgue was full of people — Dr. Humes, Dr. Boswell, 








O’Connor, various military personnel, and civilian personnel. A casket 








containing the body was brought into the morgue. O’Connor said the 


L— 






body was in a rubber “body" bag [the word “bag" has been inserted over 








another word vJiich has been too heavily crossed out to discern] and 


L 






totally naked except for a sheet wrapped around the head. 


1 ■ 

i 






III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 




■ 




/s' Mark Flanagan 


: 

: 






[end of page one] 


L_ 
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[page two — unnumbered] 

O’Connor said that as the body was placed on to the 
autopsy table he noticed the wound to the head, a wound to the throat, 
and two chest incisions. O’Connor said that the Wound in the back 
was not noticed at that time. 

O’Conrior said that next he and one of the patholo- 
gists, either Humes or Boswell, removed the ^eet wrapping ftom 
around the head. 0‘Connor said that no other clothes or material was 
on the body; as far as he knows, the President’s clothes never arrived at 
Bethesda. 

O’Connor said no foreign objects, ^edfically a missile 
or fragments of a missile, dropped onto the autopsy table, tiiie morgue 
floor, or were otherwise detected vMe removing the shieet wrapping. 
O’Connor also stated that no missiles were discovered at any time during 
the autopsy. 

O’Connor could not recall who Captain Osborne was. 
[end of page two and end of document] 
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Record Number 180-10090-10044 Agency File Number 006185 


Originator-HSCA 




From; 


O’Neill, Francis X. 


To: 




Date: 


11/10/78 


Pages: 


19 


Subjects: 


Kennedy, John; Motorcade 
Kennedy, John; Autopsy 
Evidence; Weapons, Bullets 
Evidence; Medical, Wound Ballistics 
FBI • 

Drawing(s) of President’s Wounds 
Witnesses to autopsy 


Date of Release: 


lQ/6/93 


Contents: 


Outside Contact Report on 1/10/78 interview by 
HSCA investigators Andy Purdy, James P. Kelly and 
T. Mark Ranagan with Francis X. O’Neill. Report 
accompanied by two drawings of wounds made by 
O’Neill. Letter dated November 8, 1978 from 
Francis X. O’Neill to Donald A. Purdy regarding 
corrections to an affldavit prepared for O’Neill 
by Purdy and finally, the ofBcial affldavit 
itself. Document follows in full. 
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KENNEDY 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 

Name: Francis X. O'Neill, Jr. Date: 1/10/78 Time: 9:30 a.m. 

Address: FBI OfBce Place: Mr. O’Neill’s Office 

New Haven, Connecticut 

INTERVIEW: 

Francis X. O’Neill, Jr. is currently the Assistant Special Agent in 
charge [sic] of the FBI at the New Haven, Connecticut office. His 
business phone is (203) 777-631 1. The Committee is interviewing him 
because of his presence at the autopsy of President Kennedy. 

At the time of the assassination, O’Neill was an FBI agent 
stationed in Hyattsville, Marj^and and received his orders from the 
Baltimore field office. At approximately 5:30pm [sic] on 11/22/63 he and 
James W. Sibert, also an FBI agent; received orders to stay with JFK’s 
body as soon as it arrived at Andrews Air Force Base. 

When the body arrived at Andrews Air Force Base, it was taken 
off the Air Force I [ac] and placed in an ambulance vffiich Jackie 
Kennedy and RFK also entered. O’Neill stated that he rode in the “2nd 
car of the motorcade". 

Upon arriving at Bethesda, O’Neill stated that the ambulance 
aopped at the front entrance vJiere Jackie and RFK disembarked to 
proceed to the 17th floor. The ambulance 

INTERVIEWER /V Andy Purdy 

James P. Kelly/ Donald A Purdy, Jr. / T. Mark Glanagan, Jr. 

[sic] 

DATE TRANSCRIBED 1/31/78 BY mcp 



[end of page one] 



Francis X. O’Neill Interview 
Page 2 

then travelled to the rear where O’Neill, Sibert, Greer (Secret Service), 
and Kellerman (Secret Service) placed the casket on a roller and 
transported it into the autopsy room. 

O’Neill stated that he was present vffien various persons placed 
the body on the autopsy table. Doctors then proceeded to remove the 
sheet covering JFK and to photograph the body. O’Neill said that he 
rem^ed “right next to the body,” a distance of closer than two yards. 
O’Neill said that Sibert, Greer and Kellerman were always present. 

During the autopsy, O’Neill stated that he had lengthy conver- 
sations with Greer and Kellerman in \Miich they discussed the entire 
circumstances of the assassination. When the autopsy doctor appeared 
to have no idea of wffiere the bullet entering the back may have gone, 
O’Neill mentioned that he began discussing with others possible “outlets 
for the bullet." 

O’Neill also stated that during the autopsy he prevented the 
entry of Major General Wehle into the room (he said that he didn’t know 
who he was). O’Neill said 

[end of page two] 
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Francis X. O’Neill Interview 




Francis X. O’Neill Interview 


Page 3 




Page4 


that he and Sibert “sent around a piece of paper and had (everyone) 




O’Neill said that he had no recollection of any bullet damage 


enter their names.” 




around the trachea. 


O’Neill stated that when Humes and Boswell couldn’t locate an 




In describing the autopsy room, O’Neill stated that a “phone 


oudet for the bullet that entered the back Sibert left to call SA Killion 




and a coffee machine” were present During the autopsy an FBI agent 


(FBI Laboratory) to determine if any extra bullets existed. This is vAien 




and a Secret Service man were always present O’Neill stated that he 


the autopsy doctors learned of the bullet found on the stretcher. 




only left once with Kellerman and McHugh to obtain a sandwich. 


O’Neill also stated, that as he understood it, “Mrs. Kennedy 




O’Neill! said that no presidential aides were present either around the 


gave permission for a partial autopsy” and that Dr. George Burkley 




table or in the gallery. O’Neill did say that sometime during the autopsy 


reiterated her remarks. O’Neill feels that there was “no question” that 




O’Leary and Hill, both Secret Service, entered die room. 


Burkley was conveying the wishes of the Kennedy family. On the issue of 




O’NM said that if a person wasn’tpresent at the beginning of 


the full vs. partial autopsy, O’Neill said that Admiral Galloway resolved 




the autopsy arid net listed as having entered late, then he didn’t wimess 


this by ordering a complete autopsy. At this point, O’Neill stated that in 




any of the autopsy. 


reference to the back wound, that the doctors “did not cut through into 




O’Neill stated that he heard Humes claim that the bullets 


the back of the neck.” 




entered from a 45-60 degree angle. O’Neill did say that Pierre Finck was 


O’Neill firmly believes that when the autopsy was complete 




“more atuned [sic] to the angle Of the bullets” that entered JFK’s body. 


there was no doubt in cinyone’s mind that the bullet in Dallas was the 




In reference to the head wound, O’Neill recalled that it was 


one that came out of JFK’s body. 




massive and pointed towards the right side of his (O’Neill’s) head. 


O’Neill states that Humes did call Parkland on 1 1/23/63 to learn 




O’Neill believes the doctors removed a piece of the missle [sic] from just 


more about the bullet found on the stretcher (399). 




behind an eye and another one from further back. O’Neill stated that a 




i 


Navy man 


[end of page three] 




[end of page four] 
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Francis X. O'Neill Interview 
Page 5 

entered to make a receipt of the two fragments that were removed from 
the body; O'Neill emphatically stated that the doctors removed only two 
fragments* and not “a missle". [ac] O'Neill said that someone then 
transported the two fragments to the FBI laboratory [sic] where they 
were then given to SA Kurt Frazien OtNeiU mentioned that the doctors 
just wanted to obtain the large fragmente and that many small fragrrietrts 
did exist. O'Neill said that theiautopsy doctors felt that the bullet that 
entered the head struck the center, low portion of the head and exited 
from the top, tight side, towards the front. 

At this point in the interview^ O'Neill diagramed the location of 
the head wounds based on his recollections. (See attac^ents). [sic] 

O'Neill stated that he does not recall Humes, Boswell, or Finck 
calling out measurements for the wounds but this may have occurred. 
He does remember the doctors measuring the piece of skull that was 
found in the limousine and brought to Bethesda during the autopsy. 

O'Neill stated that in his opinion JFK could have had an open 
casket. He also stated that the medical 

[end of page five] 



Francis X. O'Neill Interview 
Page 6 

illustrator that the Commisaon employed did not accurately depict the 
President's wounds. 

O'Neill does not recall which doctor was taking the notes on 
the autopsy but does recollect that Finck seemed to “take over the 
autopsy wdien he arrived." 

O'Neill mentioned that he does not see how the bullets that 
entered below the shoulder in the back “could have come out of the 
throat." O'Neill also said he disagreed with Dr. Boswell's depiction of the 
location of toe back (thorax) wound vtoich Dr. Boswell had drawn on a 
diagram during an interview with this 
Committee this past fall. 

O'Neill stated that he did not recall anything about toe trache- 
otomy incision that indicated a bullet had damaged toe area. When 
shown the tracing of toe tracheotomy, he had no recollection or 
comment concerning toe apparent bullet wound perimeter. 

O'Neill stated that some discussion did occur concerning toe 
disintegration of toe bullet. A “general feeling" existed that a soft-nosed 
bullet struck JFK. In reference to toe back wound, there was discussion 
that toe bullet could have been a “plastic” type or an “Ice” [sic] 

[end of page six] 
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Frands X. O’Neill Interview 




Francis X. O’Neill Interview 


Page? 




Pages 


bullet (dissolves after contact). There was also no real sense either way 




vfiiat'subsequently happened to these materials. 


that the wounds were caused by the same kind of bullet. 




O’NeiU meritioried that on November 27ior 28 he prepared a 


O'Neill does not recall v*o handled the X-rays or photographs. 




memo fdr the-file ih the Baltimore field'dffice [sic] dealing with the 


Robert Bouck (Secret Service) stated that the photographs coUld have 




partiSl oif full autopsy i^e. This metho wouldfhave been from O’Neill 


been made available if desired. The FBI did not keep the photographs 




td'MC Baltirhore and woMd have been^^ anywhere from 8-10 lines in 


since the case was somewhat outside of their jurisdiction. 




length; O’Neill emphasized that this was a separate memo. O'Neill then 


Concerning the Secret Service agents, O'Neill mentioned that 




stated that as far as'he knew the doctors performed a full autopsy. 


Greer seemed like a nice guy but that Kellerman seemed to be the 




O’Neill mentioned that almost all FBI agents were involved in 


stronger man. O’Neill stated that the FBI obtained the bullet fragments 




some aspect of the case. Although O’Neill was interviewed at length by 


because Hoover wanted them. 




Arlen Spectei; he felMt was odd that he was not called to give testimony. 


O'Neill described the general level of activity ’in the autopsy 




As a suggestion for tiiis Cdmrnittee’smvestigation, O’Neill 


room as “reverent” and “no kidding-solemn”. He said the doctors were 




recommended pursuing any words thatmay have been spoken between 


performing a “workman-like job.” 




JFK arid Jackie Kennedy during the shooting. 


O’Neill did not discuss any procedures with the embalmers. 




O’Neill ended the interview by stating that he is “positive" that 


O’Neill last saw the body just prior to the dressing, before the morticians 




the bullet that entered thfe back came out of the back. 


were through. 






O’Neill said that the tissues and organs taken from JFK were 




[end of page eight] 


verified and that Doctor Humes then assumed care and custody of these 






materials. He does not recall 






[end of page seven] 
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[Page Nine — O'Neill Outside Contact Report — Unnumbered] 



[Page Ten — O’Neill Outside Contact Report — Unnumbered] 



[This page shows the front and rear outlines of the human body as 
shown on the typical autopsy report face sheet. On these 0!NaiU has 
drawn the wounds as he recalls them. FRONT OF BOPY: in the midline 
of the throat he has drawn a rather wide line extending 4 pp|r:»dmately 
one third of the way to the sides of the neck on either side of the 
drawing. He has not indicated any wound to the head on this drawing. 
REAR OF BODY: in the midline of the head approximately at the ppint 
the external occipital protuberance would be, O'Neill has indicated 
(with a “dot”) the entry wound to the head. From the right lateral 
portion of the entry wound, extending slightly below it posteriorly, and 
almost to the top of the head superiorly, O'Neill has indicated with a half 
circle the massive wound to the head. The remainder of the page is 
handwritten.] 

l/lQ/78 

/V Francis X. O'Neill. Jr. 

Wimessed by: /s/ Donald A. Purdy. Jr. 

/s/ T. Mark Flanagan, Jr. 

[end of page nine] 




[On this page O’Neill has very neatly drawn the human figure from just 
below the shoulder area up, in both the right lateral and posterior views. 
RIGHT LATERAL VIEW: On the anterior side at approximately the point 
vJrere the tracheotomy incision would be, O’Neill has drawn a short thin 
line and labeled it (in long hand) “Trach." On the posterior side of the 
figure and appreciably below the tracheotomy incirion (roughly 1 1/2 to 
2 inches if life sized), O’Neill has indicated with a the wound to the 

back. On the rear of the head, well into the hairline (which O’Neill has 
drawn), but appreciably below the “cowhcfc” O'Neill has indicated with 
a “dot" the entry wound to the rear of the head — and has labeled this 
dot “Entry.” It is approximately even with the top of the ears. He has 
then drawn in the massive wound showing it extending beneath the 
entry wound, almost to the hairline, and tapering up to a short distance 
above the tip of the ear. He has indicated with a line extending to just 
behind the ear and in the lower portion of the head that this is the exit 
wound. He has labeled it “Exib" POSTERIOR VIEW: At a point 
equivalent td roughly the third onfourth thoracic vertebra, O’Neill has 
indicated with a “dot" the entry wound in the bacfe He has labeled this 
dot “Entry.” On the head O’Neill has drawn a “dot” slighfiy (1/8 inch) to 
thelight of midline and labeled it “Entry.” From the lower ri^t lateral 
edge bf the entry wound, he has drawn a linej tapering downward 
tot^rds the lower portion of the ear — it extends to the right edge of the 
“head." From the upper right lateral edge of the entry wound, he has 
drawn a line tapering upward to the edge of the head, and meeting the 
edge of the head roughly midway from the way from Ae top of the ear 
and the topmost portion of the head. He has drawn a line to the right 
lateral edge of this wound orie third of the way between the top of the 
ear and the top of the wound and labeled it “Exit.” The remainder of the 
page is in lon^and.] 

1/10/78 



/^ Francis X. O’Neill, Jr. 

Wimessed by: Donald A. Purdy, Jr. 

/s/T. Mark Flanagan, Jr. 
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FRANK X. O’NEILL. JR. 

47 Valley Shore Drive 
Guilford, Copn. 06437 

Novembers, 1978 

Mr. Donald A. Purdy, Jr. 

Hoijse Select Gommitteb on Assassinations 

U.S. House of Reprebritatives ’ 

Washington, D.C., 205 15 

Dear Mr. Purdy: 

Reference is made to your letter of October IS, 1978 in which you 
enclosed an afiSdavit based onian interview conducted by the staff of the 
Select Committee on As^irtations withjtne on January 10, 1978. I 
have reviewed the afBdavit and noted several minor changes which 
necessitated correction. Rather than have the afBdavit marred by cross- 
outs and additions, I had it redone and signed itin the presence of a 
notary public. TTie changes in my wayofthirifcing were iiiinor ’butwere 
necessary to properly Corlyey the mformation which 1 fumiidbed you 
during interview supra. 

If 1 can be of any fiirlher a^stance in this matter, do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely your, 

/s/ Francis X. O’Neill, Jr. 

FRANCIS X. O’NEILL. JR. 

Former Assistant Special Agent in Charge, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

State of Connecticut 

[end of letter] 



AFFIDAVIT 

I, Francis X. O’Neill, Jr., a resident of Guilford, Connecticut, : 
beirig B^svrorii, make oath £fefbUo\^: 

I was intefWewed oh January lo; 1978 in the FBI OfiBce iri New 
HavCh^ Connecticut by t. Mark FlanagSn, Jr., JamOs Kelly, and Donald 
A. Purdy, Jr. of the staifFof the Select Conitnittee on Assassinations. 
During this interview, 1 set forth the substance of the information which 
foBotvs; At this time Treaffirm that this information is accurate and 
truthful to the best of my knowledge. 

This statement is made freely, voluntarily, and without threats, 
promises, assurances, or remuneration from any source. 

At the time of the assassination, 1 was an FBI agent stationed in 
Hyattsville, Maryland arid received my orders from the Baltimore Field 
. Office. At approximately 5:30 pm on 1 1/22/63, James W. Sibert, also of 
the FBI, and 1 received orders to stay with President John F. Kennedy’s 
(JFK) body as soon as it arrived at Andrews Air Force Base. 

When the body arrived at Andrews Air Force Base, it was taken 
off the Air Force I [sic] and placed in an ambulance vBiich Jackie 
Kennedy and Robert F, Kennedy (RFK) also entered. 1 rode in the “2nd 
car of the 

[end of page one] 
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motorcade". 

Upon arriving at the National Naval Medical Center of [sic] 
Bethesda, the ambulance stopped at the front entrance wiiere Jackie 
and RFK disembarked, to proceed to the 17th floor. The ambulance then 
travelled to the rear viiiere^Sibert, Bill Greer (Secret Service), and Roy 
Kellerman (Secret Service) and I placed the casket on a roller and 
transported it into the autopsy room. 

I was presentv\flien various persons placed the body on the 
autopsy table. Doctors then proceeded to remove the sheet covering 
JFK and to photograph the body. X-rays were also taken at this time. I 
remained right next to the body, a distance of less than two yards during 
the entire length of the actual autopsy except for a short period of time 
vdien I left to get a sandwich. Sibert, Greer and Kellerman were also 
present during the entire length of the autopsy. 

During the autopsy, Thad lengthy conversations with Greer and 
Kellemian in v\flrich we discussed the entire circumstances of the 
assassination. When the autopsy-doctor appeared to have no idea of 
where the bullet entering the back may have gone, the doctors began 
discussing other possible outlets for the bullet. 




Page 3 

During the autopsy, 1 prevented the entry of Major General 
Wehle, Commander, Military District of Washington, into the room 
because 1 did not want anyone in the autopsy room not directly con- 
nected with the autopsy or the assassination investigation. Sibert and I 
had sent around a piece of paper and had everyone enter their name on 
the list \Mio was in attendance when the autopsy began. 

When Humes and Boswell couldn’t locate an outlet for the 
bullet that entered the back Sibert left to call SA Killion (FBI Laboratory) 
to determine if any extra bullets existed. He was advised of the finding of 
a bullet on a stretcher at Parkland Hospital in Dallas and relayed this 
information to the autopsy surgeons. I know for a fact that vflren the 
autopsy was complete, there was no doubt in anyone’s mind in atten- 
dance at the autopsy that the bullet found to the stretcher in Dallas came 
out of JFK’s body. 1 understand that Humes did call Parkland on 1 1/23/ 
63 and learned at that time that a tracheotomy had been performed 
over a wound in the President’s throat. 

As I understood it, Mrs. Jackie Kennedy gave permission for a 
partial autopsy and Dr. George Burkley reiterated her remarks. 'There 
was no question that Burkley was conveying the wishes of the Kennedy 
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of the ftiU vs. partial autopsy. Admiral Galloway resolved this by ordering 
a complete autopsy after checking iwith the FBI and Secret Service 
Agents in attendance. In reference to the back woimd, that the doctors 
“did not cut through into the back of the neck." [sic] 

I have no recollection of any bullet damage around the 

trachea. 

The autopsy room had a phone and a coffee pot. During the 
autopsy an FBI agent and a Secret Service man were always present. I 
left once with Kellerman and Air Force General Godffey McHugh, the 
Presidential Aide, to obtain a sandwich. Sometime during the autopsy 
O’Leary and Hill, both of the Secret 
Service, entered the room. 

If a person wasn’t present at the beginning of the autopsy or 
was listed as having entered later, then he didn’t wimess any of the 
autopsy. 

I heard Humes claim that the bullets entered from a 45-60 
degree angle. Pierre Finck seemed more atuned [sic] to the angle of the 
bullets that entered JFK’s body. 

I recall that the head wound was massive and pointed towards 
the right side of his head. I saw the doctors remove a piece of the 
missile from just behind an eye and another one from further back in the 
head. A Navy man 
[end of page four] 
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entered the room fo make a receipt for the two fragments that were 
removed froM the body vdiich Sibert arid 1 signed for. The doctors 
removed only two fragments and not a full “missile*, [sic] Sibert and I 
then transported the two fragments to the FBI Laboratory wiierefthey 
were then given to SA Kurt Frazier. The doctors obtained the large 
fragments: many small fragments were also in the head, but they were 
not removed. The autopsy doctors felt that the bullet that entered the 
head struck the center, low portion of the head and exited from the top, 
right ade, towards the front. 

I do recall Humes, Boswefl; anchor Findc calling out measurements 
for tile wounds. 1 do remember the doctors measuring the piece of doill tiiat 
was found in the limousine and brought to Bethesda during the autopsy. 

In my opinion, JFK could have had an open casket. The 
medical illustrator that the Commission employed did not accurately 
depict the President’s wounds. 

I do not recall which doctor was taking the notes during the 
autopsy, but Finck seemed to take over the autopsy wtiien he arrived. 

I do not see how the bullets [note: the ’^s" in the word ’^bullets” 
has been crossed out and initialed by O'Neill] that entered below the 
shoulder in the back could have come out the front of the throat. 

During the interview on January 10, 1978, 1 disagreed with pr. Boswell’s 
depiction of the location 
[end of page five] 
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of the back (thorax) wound yiiich Dr. Boswell had drawn on a diagram 
during an interview with this Committee in the Pali [sic] of 1977. 

I do not recall anything about the tracheotomy indsion that 
indicated a bullet had damaged die area. When shown the tracing of 
the tracheotomy, I had no recollection oj* comment concerning the 
apparent bullet wound perimeter. It was and is my opinion that the 
bullet i^Wdi entered the back came out the back. 

Some discussion did occur concerning the disintegration of the 
bullet. A general feeling existed that a soft-nosed bullet struck JFK. 
There was discussion concerning the back wound that the bullet could 
have been a “plastic” type or an “Ice" [sic] bullet, one which dissolves 
after contact. There was no real sense either way that the wounds were 
caused by the same kind of bullet. 

The medical people handled the x-rays [sic], die Secret Service 
the photographs. Roy Kellerman told me that Robert Bouck (Secret 
Service) would make the photographs taken during the autopsy avail- 
able to the FBI if desired. The FBI obtained the bullet fragments so that 
the FBI Laboratory would make a determination as to their composition 
and if possible caliber. 

The general level of activity in the autopsy room was reverent 
with no kidding around. The doctors appeared to 

[end of page six] 




Page 7 

me to have performed in a workman-like manner. 

I did not discuss amy autopsy procedures with the embalmers. 1 
last saw the body just prior to the dressing, after the morticians were 
through. 

The tissues and organs taken from JFK were verified and 
Doctor Humes then assumed care and custody of these materials. I do 
not recall w^at subsequently happened to these materials. 

On November 27 or 28, 1963. 1 prepared a memo for the file in 
the Baltimore Field Office dealing with the partial or full autopsy issue. 
This memo would have been from me to SAC Baltimore and would 
have been anywhere from 8-10 lines in lengfli. This memo was separate 
from our joint reports. To my knowledge, the doctors performed a full 
autopsy. 

All FBI Offices were involved in some aspect of the Kennedy 
assassination investigation. Although I was interviewed atlength by 
Arlen Specter, an attorney for the Warren Commission, I felt it w^ odd 
that I was not called to give oral testimony. 

I understand that this affidavit may be introduced and received 
into evidence by the Select Committee on Assassinations of the United 
States House of Representatives, and may lead them to make various 
findings of fact, and the 

[end of page seven] 
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Record Number 180-10080-10167 Agency File Number 008589 
Originator-HSCA 


statutes applicable to Congressional investigations, including but not 




From: Blakey, G. R. 


limited to those concerning false statements, obstruction, or misleading. 




Td: Osborne, David 


[sic] would subject me to criminal penalties for not telling the vAiole and 




Date: 5/22/78 


complete tmth in this afBdavit. 




^ges: 4 

Subjects: Osborne, David 

Kerinedy, John; Autopsy 


/s/ Francis S. O’Neill, Jr. 
Francis X. O’Neill, Jr. 




“Gag Order" 

Date Released: not on docurnent 

Contents: Three letters regarding the ’^gag order." All 


Signed and sworn to before me this 8th day of November, 1978. 




three follow in fbll. 






Select Committee on Assassinations 


/s/ Jules E.Yamel 






NOTARY PUBLIC 
JULES E. YARNELL 
Notary Public, State of New York 
No. 60-9764725 

Qualified in Westchester County 
Certificate filed in New York County 
Commissioii Expires March 30, 1980 






My Commission Expires: March 30, 1980 






[end of page eight and end of document] 
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U S. House of Representatives 
3331 House Office Building, Annex 2 
Washington, D.C 20S1S 

May 22, 1978 

Captain David Osborne 

R, D. #1 , , 

Smethport, Pehnsj^vania 16749 I 

Dear Captain Osborne: 

In connection with its investigation into the death of President 
John F, Kennedy, the Select Committee on Assassinationstwould like to 
speak to you regarding your presence at the autop^ of President 
Kennedy This letter serves as notification that notwithstanding any 
order of silence it is peimissiblgfpr you to divulge information concern- 
ing the autopsy to this Committee, 

The attached letter from the Department of Defense and the 
Department of the Navy are affirinative rfsponses to the Committee's 
request that the Defense Department rescind the order of silence. The 
Committee requested the Defense Department to contact you directly 
but the Department stated that the Committee could distribute the 
attached letters and that this would suffice to allow you to speak with the 
Committee. If you prefer further verification, please call Judy Miller, 
Office of the Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, at (202) 697- 
3133. 

Committee staff members will contact you in the near future 
concerning any information you can provide. Your assistance and 
cooperation in this investigation will be greatly appreciated. 

^ Sincerely, 

/V G. Robert Blakey 

G. Robert Blakey 
Chief Counsel and Director 

Attachments - 2 
GRB:mfi 

[end of first letter] 



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

March 1, 1978 

Honorable Louis Stokes ; 

Chairman 

Selea Committee on Assassinations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Secretary Brown has asked me to reply to your request of 
February 27, 1978, regarding perronnel preseilt at tile autopsy of 
President Jolin F.; Kennedy. 1 believe that the accompanying letter 
stating tiie Department of the Navy's position responds to the concerns 
you expressed. fi 

The other matters you referred to in your letter are receiving 
attention and have discussed with your Chief Counsel. With your 
permission, I shall be in touch with him directly to seek a satirfactoty 
arrangement. 

Sincerely, 

/V John G. Kester 

JohnG. Kester 
The Special Assistant 

[end of second letter] 
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GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE NAVY 
Washington, D.C. 20350 



1 March 1978 

Honorable Louis Stokes 
Chaiiman 

Select Committee on Assassinations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

In response to your request of February 27, 1978, regarding 
Navy personnel present at the autopsy of President John F. Kennetfy, the 
Department of the Navy interposes no objection to such pe^ns, should 
they wish to do so, discussing with deagnated members of the Select 
Committee’s staff, matters pertaining to the request that are within the 
Select Committee's jurisdiction. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Togo D. West, Jr. 

TOGOD. WEST, JR. 



[end of third letter] 





Record Number 180-10102-10401 Agency File Number 013609 
Originator-HSCA 
From: Osborne, David 

To: 

Date: 6/19/78 

Pages: 3 

Subjects: Osborne, David 

Kennedy, John; Autopsy 
Date Released: not on document 

Contents: Very brief Outside Contact Report (handwrit- 

ten), dated 6/19/78 orr telephone interview 
with Admiral David Osborne by Mark 
Flanagan. Document follows in full. 
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KENNEDY 




Record Number 180-10102-10415 Agency File Number 013623 


OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 




Originator-HSCA 




DATE 6/19/78 TIME [blank] 




From: 


Osborne, David 






To: 




I. Identifying Infonnation: 




Date: 


6/20/78 






Pages: 


3 


Name Capt. David Osborne Telephone (814) 887-919? 




Subjects: 


Osborne, David 


[last digit of phone number cut off by Archives] 






Kennedy, John; Autopsy 


Address Smithsport, [sic] PA. now an Admiral 




Date Released: 


12/17/93 


Type of Contact: X Telephone 




Contents: 


Outside Contact Report on 6/20/78 telephone 


Person 






interview with Admiral David Osborne by 
Mark Flanagan. Document follows in full. 


II. Summary of Contact: 








6-19 — reached him at 7:4 [sic] (p [sic] — calling about his 




KENNEDY 




presence at the autopsy — made arrangements to conduct the inter- 
view at 10:30, tomorrow morning. 








III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 








/s/ Mark Flaiiagan 








[end of report] 


■ i 


i 
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OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 6/20/78 TIME [blank] 

I. Identifying Infonnation: 

Name Admiral David Osborne Telephone (814) 887-9190 
Address RD#1, Smethport, Pennsjdvania 16749 
Type of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact; 

I contacted Admiral Osborne in regard to his presence at the 
autopsy of Preadent Kennedy. 

In November, 1963, Admiral Osborne was a Captain in the 
Navy and Chief of Surgery at Bethesda Naval Hospital. On the evening 
of November 22, 1963, Captain Osborne had the Command Watch and 
the Telephone Watch. 

Upon learning that the autopsy would be performed at 
Bethesda, Osborne went there to see if he could be of any assistance. 

Osborne said the Kennedy family stayed on the seventeenth 
floor of the Naval Center during the autopsy. Osborne recalls going to 
his home on the Naval Base and acquiring some Scotch and Canadian 
Qub wfliich he then sent up to the Kennedy family. 

Osborne said that v4ien he entered the autopsy room the 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

[end of page one] 



Presented by Citizens for Tvth about the Kennedy Assassination (CTKA) 



OCR - David Osborne 
Page TWo 

President’s body was in the passageway. He said that Dr. Humes called 
Dr. Pierre Finck to assist in the autopsy. Osborne said that at that point 
there was tremendous pressure of perform a “quick post" and to “get out 
of there." He feels that Dr. Humes was trying to resist this pressure and 
was successful in doing 

so. Osborne could not recall anyone issuing any orders limiting the 
scope of the autopsy. He does feel, however, that the word was passed 
to hurry the autopsy and that Dr. Humes kept resisting that pressure. 

Osborne recalled that the Surgeon General and Admiral 
Galloway were present. Osborne also recalls Gregory Cross being 
present. Osborne said that X-rays and photographs were taken. 

He could not remember anyone taking any notes. 

Osborne said that during the autopsy persons were telephoning 
into the room and that persons were constantly coming in and out. 

Osborne said that various organs and the brain were removed 
during the autopsy and subsequently examined by Humes and Boswell. 
Osborne said that the prosectors could not find any adrenal glands 
because they had undergone atrophy. He further stated that Com- 
mander Humes could find no gross or microscopic evidence of the 
adrenal glands. 

[end of page two] 
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OCR - David Osbpme 
Page Three 

Osborne said that the President was fully dressed w^en the 
cofBn was opened. Upon raising his shoulders to remove the coat, 
Osborne said that a slug rolled out of his clothing and onto the table. 
Osborne said that the slug was copper-clad and that the Secret Service 
or FBI took possession of this. Upon further inquiry, Osborne empha- 
sized that the slug was a fully intact missile and not a fragment. 

Osborne next said that a tracheostomy obscured the wotmd to 
the throat. He said, however, that once the doctors examined the 
wound closely they could determine that the bullet vdiich entered the 
back passed through the throat. In regard to the head wound Osborne 
said that there was rio question that the bullet entered the back of the 
head and blew off the4op of the head. 

Osbprpe said that to his knoydedgie the morticians did not 
come to Bethesda, 

Osborne did not have any additional information. I informed 
him that I would probably contact him again to review some of his 
recollections. 

[end of page three and end of document] 



Record Number 180-10102-10403 Agency File Number OI 361 1 
Originator-HSCA 
From: Osborne, David 

To: 

Date: 6/21/78 

Pages: 1 

Subjects: Osborne, David 

General Correspondence 
Kennedy, John; Autopsy 
Date Released: not on document 

Contents: Outside Contact Report on 6/21/78 telephone 

interview by Mark Flanagan (?) with Admiral 
David Osborne on 6/21/78 (handwritten). 
Document follows in full. 



Presented by Citizens for Thtth about the Kennedy Assassination (CTKA) 



117 




The Kathleen Cunningham Collection; HSCA Documents Relating to the Medical Evidence from the Assassination of John K Kennecfy 



KENNEDY 

OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 6(/21/78 TIME [blank] 

I. Identifying Information: 

Name Adm. Osborne Telephone (814) 887-9190 
Address Smethport, PA 

TVpe of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

contacted [sic] Adm. Osborne re: presence at the autopsy of 
Pres. Kennedy. Received his statement regarding the discovery of a fully 

intact missile at Bethesda. 

6- 30 — 10:25 no answer 

7- 7-78 = 11:10 a. [sic] no answer 

7- 12-78 1 1 :0S a.m. — said I needed to talk to him for a vMe 
— 30 minutes or so — he said it would be best to call him back later in 
the day or during the next few mornings. 

7-14-78 4:00 — not available, resting; recovered from surgery 
just recently — said 1 would try and call tomorrow morning. 

7-15-78 12:00 — reached and spoke to in depth. 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

[end of document] 



Record Number 180-10106-10207 Agency File Number 002872 
Orlginator-HSCA 

From: Martindale, David 

To: 

Date: 10/11/77 

Pages: 1 

Subjfects: 

Pitzer, William 
Riotographs and Films 
Evidence, Medidal 

' Date Released: Not on document 

Contents: A brief hafidwritten Outside Contact Report 

on a telephone interview with' a Mr; David 
Martindale of Chicago, ni., by HSCA investi- 
gator Andy Purdy regarding the death of 
VkTiUiam Pitzer. Document follbws in full. 
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OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 10/11/77 TIME 10:55 

I. Identifying Infonnation: 

Name: David Martindale Telephone: (312) 935^1698 

Address: 526 W. Roscoe; Chicago, HI. 60657 
TVpe of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

-lead re: autopsy from Penn Jones re: Lt. )^am Pitzer suicide. 
Was photographer — source’s name tmknown, was associate of Pitzer. 
Qst: Pitzer photographed autopsy, considerable briefing after it for [nerct 
word hard to decipher: “sentence”?]. 

-post — Navy position lined up with T\/ then suicide right 
before; difficult angle for hand gun found in. [sic] 

-source called him. 

-wrote ARGOSY magazine article — March, 1977. 

III. Recpimended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

Signature: /s' Andy Purdy 



Record Number 180-10097-10261 Agency File 010022 
Originator-HSCA 

Frorn: Pool, Nathan Burgess 

To: 

Date: ? 7 / 12/78 

Pages: 44 

Date Released: 6/21/93 

Subjects: Pool, Nathan Burgess, Ttestimony before the 

Committee 

Parkland Memorial Hospital 
Connally, John, TVeatment at Parkland 
. Memorial Hospital 
CE-399, di^overy of 



Contents: ^ ^WthdrawaI slip from National Archives; 

transcript in full of testimony of Nathan 
Burgess Pool and affidavit of witness to Pool’s 
testimony. Documents follow in full. 



[end of page one and end of document] 
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[National Archives \^thdrav^ Slip] 

The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 

File Designation 010022 

Date 7/12/78 and 7/13/78 

From [blank] 

To [blank] 

2 audiocassettes - Sworn testimony of Nathan Burgess Pool, 7/12 
2 audiocassettes - Sworn testimony of George Edward Butler, 7/13 

THIS ITEM HAS BEEN WITHDRAW AND TRANSFERRED TO THE 
MOTION HCTURE: and SOUND RECORDING BRANCH. 

[end of Withdrawal Slip] 



Presented by Citizens for Thith about the Kennedy Assassination (CTKA) 



1 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
obOoo 

Farm Road 660 
Box 265 

Ferris, Texas 75125 

July 12, 1978 
10:30 A.M. 

APPEARANCES: 

JAMES E. McDonald, senior counsel 
H ouse Annex No. 2 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

ALBERT MAXWELL, STAFF INVESTIGATOR 
House Annex No. 2 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

SWORN TESTIMONY OF NATHAN BURGESS POOL 
[end of page one] 
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Whereupon, 

NATHAN BURGESS POOL 
was duly sworn and testified as follows: 

MR. MCDONALD: 

Good morning. My name is James McDonald, and I am Senior 
Attorney with the House Select Committee on Assassinations. 

We are in the living room of Mr. Nathan Pool at Farm Road, 

660, Post Office Box 265, Ferris, Texas 65125. 

Mr. Pool, pursuant to House Resolution 222 and Committee 
Rule 4 1 have been designated counsel empowered to take statements 
under oath. You have previously been sworn by the court reporter and 
so, therefore. I’m an attorney who is empowered by the Committee to 
take your statement under oath. 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. MCDONALD: 



Q: Would you please state your full name for the record? 

A: Nathan Burgess Pool. 

Q: And, Mr. Pool, is the statement that you're about to give to the 

Committee being given to us voluntarily? 

A: Right. 

Q: Are you under subpoena? 

A: No. 

Q: You do have the right, according to our rules, to have an 

attorney present during this questioning. 1 take it by the 
absence of one that you don't wish to have an attorney present. 

[end of page two] 



3 

A: I don't need an attorney. 

Q: Previously, before we started, 1 gave you copies of the Commit- 

tee Rules, and 1 directed your attention to Committee Rule 4, 
and also I gave you copies of House Resolutions 222, 433 and 
760. Did you have a chance to read those over? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And you understand them, what you read? 

A: Enough. 

Q: Enough. Thank you. Mr. Pool, are you presently employed? 

A: Not right now. 1 am employed with Otis Elevator Company, but 

I’m not working. I'm on leave of absence right now. 

Q: And you’re on leave of absence for what reason? 

A: Back surgery. 

Q: How long have you been employed by Otis Elevator Company? 

A: 1\venty-one years. 

Q: You started with Otis in 1957? 

A: '57. 

Q: Okay. 

A: February of '57. 

Q: All right. 

In what capacity are you employed? What is your position? 

A: I am a maintenance examiner. 

Q: And how long have you been a maintenance examiner? 

A: Since 1961. 

[end of page three] 
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Q: 


And where did you report to work? 


A: 


I don’t remember. 


Q: 


Was it your normal course of business to go to the Otis Elevator 
office or did you go to your first assignment of the day? 


A: 


1 never go to the office unless 1 need parts or information or 
something; go to the first job or whatever job we want to work 
on that day. 


Q: 


All right. Do you recall wdiat was your first job that day? 


A: 


No, sir. 


Q: 


Was Parkland Hospital on your route that day? 


A: 


Ordinarily on a Friday I would be there in the afternoons. 


Q: 


What would be the ordinary time that you would go? 


A: 


Oh, I’d say around 1:00 o’clock [sic]. 


Q: 


All right. Please relate to us the circumstances of how you went 
to Parkland Hospital on that Friday. First of all, did you go to 
Parkland in the normal course of your business? 


A: 


No, sir. 


Q: 


How did you go to Parkland Hospital? 


A: 


1 was at [sic] Great National Life Insurance Building, which is 
probably five or six blocks from Parkland Hospital, and my 
service manager for Dallas [sic] area — 


[end of page five] 
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Q: 


And what do your duties entail as a maintenance examiner? 


A: 


Go to the job. I have a certain group of buildings that 1 keep 
oiled, lubricated and cleaned up and in running order, change 
necessary equipment, contacts and brushes on the generators 
to keep them in good operating condition. 


Q: 


Directing your attention to 1963, November of 1963, was 
Parkland Hospital one of the buildings on your route, or did 
part of your duties include Parkland Hospital? 


A: 


Yes. 


Q: 


Okay. Did they include servicing all of the elevators in Parkland 
Hospital? 


A: 


No, sir. 


Q: 


Which elevators were you assigned to? 


A: 


Well, I had all of the Otis elevators in the building. There were 
some Hunter-Hayes elevators. They were actually Montgomery 
elevators installed by Himter-Hayes, and they took care of 
these. There were two — three of them. 


Q; 


Did Otis have an elevator in the emergency room? 


A: 


Yes, sir. 


Q: 


Directing your attention to November 22, 1963, which was a 
Friday, was that a working day for you? 


A: 


Yes, sir. 


Q: 


What time did you go to work? 


A: 


8:00 o’clock [sic]. 


[end of page four] 
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Q: What was his name? 

A: He's named Mel Flesner. 

Q: Is that spelled F-l-e-s-n-e-r? 

A: Yes, sir. — called me. We have the pager system, and he paged 

me, and 1 called him and he asked me would [sic] I go to 
Parkland Hospital to make sure that they didn’t have any 
trouble with the elevators while all of the Kennedy and all of 
the group were there. 

Q: What kind of paging system did you have at the time? 

A: It's called Executone. It belonged to Otis Elevator Company, 

their personal system that they used. 

Q: Does it emit a tone? 

A: A tone. 

Q: And vdiat did you do? 

A: Then I called on the phone. 

Q; When you received this page were you aware of the assassina- 
tion of the President? 

A: Yes, Sir [sic]. One of the fellows there in the building had come 

down. We were — It was lunchtime, and we were down in the 
engine room. A guy came down and told us that the President 
had been shot. 

Q: And about how long after you were told that the President was 

shot did you get the page? 

A: I couldn’t be sure, but it seemed to me that it was 



[end of page six] 
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probably 20 or 30 minutes. 

Q: Okay. And then what did you do after you got the page? 

A: I went directly to Parkland. 

Q: Did you drive in an Otis THick? 

A: No, sir. 

Q: How did you drive? What did you drive? 

A: I drive my own personal truck and Otis pays me mileage. 

Q: Okay. Does your truck have Otis written on the side? 

A: I have a little sign in the window that says, “Otis Elevator 

Emergency Repair Service." 

Q: Okay. How long did it take you to drive to Parkland Hospital? 

A: TWo or three minutes. 

Q: Okay. Describe the scene when you arrived. Which entrance 

did you go to with your truck? 

A: I went in the main entrance to the parking lot, and it was the 

only entrance there at the time on the front. 

Q: Were there many cars or buses? 

A: There was [sic] quite a few cars, and there was [sic] a lot of cars 

trying to get into Parkland that they were turning away. 

Q: Were you stopped by a police officer? 

A; 1 was stopped, and when I told him what I come [sic] over 
there for he let me go on through. 

Q: Who stopped you, a local police officer? 

A: Yes, sir. 

[end of page seven] 
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for the hospital’s name was Pokie Wright, and 1 couldn't tell you 
what Mr. Wright's name was, but they called him Pokie Wi^t. 


Q: 


Wright, W-r-i-g-h-t? 


A: 


— g-h-t, right. He was outside there, too, and when 1 came up 
he took me around and introduced me to someone there in 
charge. 


Q: 


Someone in plain clothes? 


A: 


Uh-huh. Yes. And I told him that 1 was the elevator man and 
that I’d come over to make certain that they didn’t have any 
trouble with the elevator. 


Q: 


Mr. Wight, Pokie Wright, was he dressed in a uniform, a law- 
enforcement type uniform? 


A: 


No. 


Q: 


How was he dressed that day? 


A: 


I couldn’t tell you, but he normally just dressed in a suit. 


Q: 


Okay. Did he come over to your truck as you parked the truck 
at the loading dock? 


A: 


Right, because some — some of the other guys came over and 
were wanting to know what I was doing there. 


Q: 


And you say, “Other [sic] guys,” you are referring to plain 
clothesmen? 


A: 


Right. 


Q: 


Did they identiiy themselves to you? 


[end of page nine] 
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Q: 


In a uniform? 


A: 


Yes, sir. 


Q: 


And you recognized him as a Dallas police officer? 


A: 


Yes, sir. 


Q: 


After your stop by the police you proceeded to park your truck? 


A: 


I drove around to the back by the emergency entrance. 


Q: 


Okay. Where did you park your truck? 


A: 


I parked at the loading dock which is just around the comer 
from the emergency entrance at the time. 


Q: 


Okay. What did you see upon arriving at the loading dock? 
What could you see rleative [sic] to the emergency area, the 
emergency door? 


A: 


I just saw a bunch of people. A bunch of plain clothesmen 
were all out there. 


Q: 


Now, vfrien you say plain clothesmen, what do you mean by 
that? 


A: 


I just assumed that. I later found out that most of them were. 


Q: 


And what were they doing? 


A: 


They were just running around out there. I don’t know. 


Q: 


All right. 


A: 


The way I got in was when I drove up there the security 


[end of page eight] 
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A: Not at that time. 

Q: Okay. Did they even ask you anything? 

A: They asked me \\^at I — v/hat I wanted or what I was doing in 

there. And, of course, Pokie was right there with them, and he 
told them v^at 1 was doing and everything. I told them that I'd 
just come over to make certain that they didn’t have any 
trouble with the elevator during the time. 

Q: What did you do next? Immediately after Pokie Wright 

explained to these men, how many men were there? Do you 
recall? 

A: Well, I’d say three or four there at that time. 

Q: Do you recall their demeanor? Were they calm, excited; can 

you remember? 

A: I'd say fairly calm. 

Q: Okay. What did you do next? 

A: They took me in where the little elevator, the emergency 

elevator was, and this D. C. Tomlinson was operating the 
elevator, and they told me to go ahead and operate the 
elevator. 

Q: All right. About what time did you arrive at the hospital? 

A: I have no idea. I know it was somewhere around lunchtime 

because it was — Well, we were — we were down and the 
guys were eating lunch, 1 think, at Great National w^en they — 
when they came down and said he was shot, so it was some- 
where probably around 11:45 or 12:00. 



[end of page ten] 



Q: No; he was shot at 12:30. So 12:30 is when the assassination 

occurred. 

A: Well, it was — it was some time after lunch. Now, I don’t know 

— I don’t know if this fellow eat [sic] at 1 1 -.30 or 12:00, but 1 do 
know that we were down at lunch. They had a ping pong 
table, and the buys [sic] played ping pong. 1 never played, but 
there were guys that played. They were real serious. 'They put 
their tennis shoes on and took their shirts off and got after it. So 
I remember that they were down there playing tennis when this 
guy came down and told us. So 1 know it was lunchtime. 

Q: All right. Which entrance to the hospital did you go in? 

A: 1 went in the main Harry Hines entrance. 

Q: No, I mean the entrance physically to the building. 

A: Oh, I went into the side entrance by the emergency entrance. 

It was — There is a little side door w^iere the stairway went 
down. I went inside and right straight on through. 

Q: Is that side entrance where they would take the emergency 

patients? 

A: No. 

Q: Where was the entrance that emergency patients wouid go in, 

as related to the side entrance? 

A: Possibly 20 feet. 



[end of page eleven] 
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Q; Okay. Is that entryway still there today? Is it the same? 

A: No. It's completely changed. 

Q; Upon entering the building, ^^at did you do? 

A; We just went down the hallway to the elevator. It was about 

another 30 feet. 

Q: Okay. And then what happened? Was anyone there? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Who was there? 

A: There was a fellow there, and I couldn’t tell you his name, but 

when Mr. Wright introduced me to him he told him wdio 1 was. 
He told me to get on the elevator and operate it and not take 
anyone up on the elevator unless he specifically said 1 could. 

Q: All right. You did not know vdio this gentleman was? 

A; He identified hisself [sic] as someone with the special services. 

Q: Secret Service? 

A: Right. 

Q: How many Secret Service men were there that gave you 

instructions? Was it just one, were there two or more? 

A: Just this one. 

Q: Just one. 

A: Now, at different times others came in and out through there, 

but tiffs is the orJy one that told me. He told me 

[end of page twelve] 



not to take anyone up urffess he specifically told me, not 
anyone up. 

Q: And Rdiere was he stationed? Was he stationed around the 

elevator? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Where was D. C. Tomlinson? 

A: He was runtffng the elevator. 

Q: Up till the time you got there? 

A: Right. 

Q: What did you do after the Secret Service man gave you these 

instructions? What did you do? 

A: We just stood around out there in the hall because we had the 

elevator on independent service. And there is no way— The 
elevator is in a— You had to come through a swinging door 
into where this elevator was, and the hallway in front of the 
elevator, we just were out in the hallway standing around 
talking. 

Q: When you say, “we,” who do you mean? 

A: D. C. and I. 

Q: All right. Now who is D. C. Tomlinson? 

A: He was, at that time, the, I guess you call him, power plant 

engineer. He was in charge of all the heating and air condition- 
ing for Parkland Hospital. 

Q: Parkland. He was not employed by Otis? 



[end of page thirteen] 
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A: No. 

Q: Was it your impression that he was operating the elevator prior 

to your arrival? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: After you were given instructions by this Secret Service agent 

that you were to run the elevator, did the Secret Service agent 
say anything to Tomlinson? 

A: No. 

Q: Could you determine what was Tomlinson's purpose [sic] in 

standing with you near the elevator? 

A: Him and 1 [sic] were just good friends, and we were just 

standing there talking over the situation. 

Q: Okay. When you were standing by the elevator were any 

stretchers in sight? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Would you please describe? 

A; There was one sitting right in front of the elevator that had 

been — You have to understand over there whenever one goes 
up on a stretcher somebody just rolls one back on, and they'll 
roll one on there and it comes down and somebody pushes it 
off in the hall and they just pushed them up against the wall 
over there and then they'd pull them on down, change the 
sheets on them. And if they wanted to take somebody else up, 
they'd have those stretchers back. But it was a rare thing that 
anyone loaded and 



[end of page fourteen] 
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brought a stretcher down. You know, they usually just pushed it 
on there, and whoever come [sic] down pushed it off. 

Q: So when you arrived at the elevator this stretcher was already 

there? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Okay. What was the appearance of this stretcher? 

A: It's just a normal hospital stretcher, had a black pad on it and it 

had a sheet or two on it. 

Q: Were the sheets smooth? 

A: No. They had been used. 

Q: Been used. Were they crumpled up in a pile, a ball? 

A: Yeah, kind of — kind of just where they'd been, you know, 

pulled off and throwed [sic] on there. 

Q: Were the sheets clean? Could you tell if they were clean? 

A: No. Some of them was bloody. 

Q: Okay. Was anyone standing near this stretcher? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you have any idea vdiere or who had been on the 

stretcher? 

A: No, sir. 

Q: Did anyone give you any indication? 

A: Later D. C. told me that Conally [sic] had come in on that 

stretcher he thought. 

Q: Okay. What happened next? 

[end of page fifteen] 
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A: Well, we were just standing there talking and one of us leaned 

up against the thing and kind of pushed it up against the wali, 
you know, just — and this builet feli out. 

Q: Aii right. No, when you say, “leaned up against this thing," 1 

assume — 

A: The stretcher. 

Q: This was the stretcher— 

A: Right. 

Q: — ^wdiich was there when you arrived? 

A: Right. We — we either leaned up against it or just pushed it up 

against the wall or something. 1 don’t remember just exactly, 
but 1 do know that when it hit the wall the projectile fell off 
there, or the bullet. 

Q: When you say, “we," who are you referring to? 

A: D. C. and 1, you know. 

Q: All right. And this stretcher was how far from the entryway to 

the elevator? 

A: It was just almost in front of it. 1 would say, distance-wise, 

probably four feet to the inside area. Of course, the stretcher is 
two-foot wide. 

Q: All right. Off the record. 



ODiscussion off the record.) 



[end of page sixteen] 



MR. MCDONALD: On the record. 

A: It's similar to the hallway. In other wrods [sic], the swinging 

door, the two doors right there is where most of the patients 
come in. Now, the other door right there in front that's the 
elevator door. 

BY MR. MCDONALD: 

Q: That is the elevator door. 

A: Its similar to the hallway. In other words, the swinging door, the 

two doors right there, is vffiere most of the patients come in. 
Now the other door right there in front that’s the elevator door. 

Q: That’s the elevator door. Okay. 

A: The other door went into the emergency [sic] . 

Q: Right here? 

A: Right. That’s where they had Kennedy in there and all of the — 

That’s where the — When the people first came in on emer- 
gency they run them right in there and — and then they 
determine where to, whether to take them up to — 

Q; Okay. In this area here, then, is right \Miere an ambulance 
would back in or pull in. This is on the ground level? 

A: Right. 

Q: Okay. But in the area that you were tending the elevator is 

approximately how long? It looks like a hall. 



[end of page seventeen] 
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A: It is a hall. 

Q: Okay. How long would you say that is? 

A: I’d say 20 feet. 

Q: All right. And approximately how wide? 

A: Probably eight foot, maybe ten, at the most. 

Q: All right. So you and D. C. Tomlinson were you standing by the 

elevator or were you just moving around? 

A: We was [sic]— we was [sic] just standing around out there in 

the hall. 

Q: Okay. And was the Secret Service agent present at all times? 

A: He was right there by that door. 

Q: Right by this door? 

A: Between those swinging doors. 

Q: Between the swinger? 

A: In other words, right in that area. 

Q: What would be in this area out here? 

A: Okay. Let me draw some more. 

Q: All right. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

MR. MCDONALD: On the record. 

A: This area right back in here it was cut up into little sections 

where you roll a patient in — 

[end of page eighteen] 



BY MR. MCDONALD; 

Q: I see. 

A: — like any normal — 

Q: Yes. 

A: AH this back in here was just sections of where they roll the 

people back in there. 

This area from on out right here is where the ambulances 
backed in and come in. Like this, they had a big swinging door 
right here, and the ambulances back in here. The entrance 
vtdiere I came in was right over here on this side. There was a 
stairwell went down [sic]. There’s a hallway went [sic] back 
through here that went ^ the way back to the front end of the 
hospital. 

Q: Show me how you got from where you went in to the elevator 

room. 

A: I came right through this door right here and right down in— 

Q; Oh, I see. Okay. Is that a loading ramp out there? 

A: This— In other words, this right here is like this. There’s a door 

over here that comes into the stairwell. There’s a door over 
here that goes into the stairwell. We came in through here, 
right through there and then right on around over to the— The 
loading dock would have been in this area 



[end of page nineteen] 
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right here, and I pulled in and parked right there. The patient 
area was right in here. 

Q: And what is all this in here w^ere you came in the stairwell and 

came in— 

A: Well, I just drew too far out there. 

Q; Okay. What is it in there, just a hallway? 

A: It's just a hallway. 

Q: Okay. 

A: It is another hallway out there. 

Q: So in referring to this diagram that we have sketched, you’re 

saying the Secret Service agent was stationed at all times by the 
swinging doors? 

A: Right. 

Q: He was not guarding this door here. 

A: Well, he was between the two doors. He could have — He 

could have watched either door. 

Q: Okay. And he was present at all times? 

A: Yeah, all time [sic] I was there he was there. 

Q: Now getting back to your description earlier where you said 

you and Tomlinson leaned up against the stretcher— 

A: Uh-huh. 

Q: — or touched it in some manner. 

A: Well, it might have— It might have been that it wasn’t up 

against the wall and we just pushed it up against the wall. I 
don’t remember. 

[end of page twenty] 
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Q: Okay. And you say you heard something fall? 

A: Right. 

Q: What was the sound? What did it sound like? 

A; I just sounded like something hitting the floor, like that— 

Q: And v^at did you do? 

A; —with a thump. We picked it up off— 

Q; What did you do? You say, “we picked it up." 

A; I don’t remember if I picked it up or if D. C. Picked [sic] it up, 
really. 

Q: Well, if you can, can you recall whether it was you or whether it 

was D. C.? 

A: I certainly can’t. 

MR. MCDONALD: Let’s go off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

MR. MCDONALD: On the record. 

BY .MR. MCDONALD: 

Q: It’s your testimony that you seem to recall that you’re the one 

\Mio first saw the bullet? 

A: 1 think so. 

Q: Do you remember what you said? 

A: I said, “There’s something fell off here." 1 said, "I think it looks 

like a bullet.” I said, “I wonder if it’s one they were shot with. ” 

[end of page twenty-one] 
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And D. C. picked it up or I picked it up, one, and D. C. took it 
over and gave it to this guy. 

Q: Do you remember handling it in your hands? Oh, you were 

holdng the bullet. 

A: 1 think so. 

Q: Do you remember what it looked like? 

A: Uh-huh. 

Q: Would you please describe it? 

A: It looked like any G. I. issue bullet to me. It was a fairly long 

projectile. 

Q: Are you familiar with guns, yourself? 

A; Yes. 

Q: I mean, you’ve done a lot of hunting? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Okay. What kind of guns are you familiar with? 

A: I’ve got several rifles, and I’ve got a 22 and a British 303, five or 

six shotguns around here. 

Q; And you were familiar with guns and rifles at that time in 1963? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: So when you saw the bullet you knew \n^at it was, I would 

assume. 

A; Yes. 

Q; You knew it was a bullet? 

A: I knew it was a bullet. 

[end of page twenty-two] 
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Q: Okay. From your experience with handling guns. 

A; And 1 knew it wasn’t a pistal [sic] bullet. 

Q: How did you know that? 

A: From the shape of it. 

Q: When you looked at the shape vtfiiat did the shape tell you, as 

someone knowledgeable about guns? 

A: I’d say it come [sic] out of a high-powered rifle. 

Q: Is your Brit ish 303 a hi^-powered rifle? 

A: Uh-huh. 

Q: Did it look similar to the kind of bullet that you would use for 

the 303? 

A: It was similar, but it’s more like a six millimeter of more a 

European style bullet. 

Q: The bullet you found was more European? 

A: Yeah, it was more round nosed than a 303 or a 30.06 or 

anything like that. 

Q: In other words, you’re saying a 30.06 is made by Winchester or 

Remington? 

A: I don’t know. Everybody has shells for it. 

Q: So you’re saying the one that you found at the time looked to 

you more European? 

A: Yeah. It’s a — It looks like, rather than a 30.06 or a 30.30 or 

anything like it, it didn’t look like a — Because of the diameter 
of it, it was small and the length was long, you know. 

[end of page twenty-three] 
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Q: What condition was this bullet in? 

A: It looked to me like it was in pretty good condition. It wasn't 

beat up or anything. 

Q: When you say, “beat up," v^at do you mean? 

A: I mean it hadn’t— Didn’t look like it had hit bone or anything 

like that. It — And it looked like it probably was a jacketed 
bullet, you know. 

Q: Why do you say that? 

A: Well, by the color of it. 

Q: And w^at do you mean when you say— 

A: It hadn’t expanded any at all, in other words. 

Q: When you say, “it looked like a jacketed bullet," w^at do you 

mean by that statement? 

A: 1 mean that a jacketed bullet you have a lid with a metal jacket 

over it, we call it, to protect or to harden it to keep it from 
expanding so quick. 

Q: This one, you say, did not look jacketed or was not? 

A: It was jacketed. 

Q: It was? 

A: I’d say. 

Q: But the jacket wasn’t with it? 

A: No, it was on it. 

Q: It was on it. 

A: Do you understand what I’m talking about by jacketed bullet? 

[end of page twenty-four] 
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A: [sic] I used to work in an ammunition plant, but I’m not quite sure if 
I’m following you, so maybe you can explain. 

A: Well, wait a minute. 

MR. MCDONALD: Let’s take a short break. 

(A short recess was taken.) 

MR. MCDONALD: Back on the record. 

BY MR. MCDONALD: 

Q: ’The bullet Siat you found on die floor or that you observed, 

and your testimony is that you handled it at some point. 

A: I’m sure I did. 

Q: Okay. Would it be that Tomlinson picked it up and handed it to 

you and then you handed it back or would It be more logical 
that you picked it up, handled it, and then handed it to 
Tomlinson? Do you remember? 

A: It just seems like to me — It’s been so long ago, but it seems like 

I picked it up, but I’m not sure. 

Q: Okay. 

A: It seems like I picked it up and handed it to D. C. and D. C. took 

it over and gave it to this guy. 

Q: You do know that you handled it? You’re certain of that? 

A: I’m almost sure that I did. 

Q: Okay. Do you recall whether there was any blood on the 

buUet? 

A: Seemed to me like there probably — I don’t remember if 

[end of page twenty-five] 
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we could tell or not. 

Q: Okay. How long did you hold it in your hands looking at it? 

A: Not long. 

Q: How about Tomlinson, did he hold it very long? 

A: No. 

Q: At the time \^*en it was found you knew that the bullet had 

come from either one of the two men that had been shot. 

A: Well, D. C. told me that tliat was the stretcher that Connally 

went up on. 

Q: Okay. 

A: That was — 

Q:. All right. So at that time, then, you assumed that bullet was one 
that had hit Connally? 

A; Yeah, that's what we figured. 

Q: Just back-tracking a bit, after you arrived at the elevator area 

but before you found the bullet, did you have an occasion to 
take anyone upstairs on the elevator? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Who was that? Who did you take up there? 

A: I don't know. Some Secret Service. 

Q: It was not the Secret Service man guarding the door? 

A: No. 

[end of page twenty-six] 
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Q: When you took this man up did the Secret Service man 

guarding the door tell you to take him up? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And you took him up to what floor? Do you recall? 

A; 1 think the second floor. 

Q: And vftiat happened when you arrived at the second floor? 

A: 1 just let him off and came back down. 

Q: Okay. When the door was open did you observe anything up 

there? 

A; No, not really, because of the way the— There was some [sic] 
men in the hallway, but there's — you can't see anything going 
on. It's because of the way the haU is arranged. It's similar to 
that, and all of the operating rooms and everything are in back 
sections, you know, and you can't see. 

Q: But you recall it was the second floor? 

A: Uh-huh. 

Q: How many floors were on that elevator shaft. 

A; Three. 

Q: Three. 

A: Actually four. There was a basement landing, basement and 

ground. 

Q: Did D. C. Tomlinson come with you when you took the agent 

upstairs? 

A: Yeah. 

[end of page twenty-seven] 
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Q: Before you took the agent upstairs, was the stretcher against the 

wall? 

A: I don't remember. 

Q: You don’t remember. But you do remember seeing it when you 

were — 

A: There is even a possibility that D. C. and I pushed it off the 

elevator, but 1 just don’t remember. 1 just remember v4ien we 
pushed it up against the wall the bullet fell off. 

Q: All right. If you had pushed it off the elevator, vdtere would the 

stretcher have come from, the second floor or the third floor? 

A: There’s no telling. 

Q: On the second floor are there emergency operating rooms? 

A: Uh-huh, 

Q: How about on the third floor? 

A: I think there are operating rooms on — Hell, 1 don't remember. 

Most of the operating rooms were on two, 1 believe. 

Q: Okay. 

A: There was some on three, though. I know all of the maternity 

was on three, or vice versa. 

Fifteen years is a long time. 

[end of page twenty-eight] 
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Q: I understand. After you heard the bullet drop and picked it up 

and handled it and D. C. Tomlinson — Do you know vfliat the 
initials D. C. stand for, by the way? We're calling him D. C. 

A: (No response.) 

Q; Okay. After the bullet was found and Tomlinson obtained 
possession of it, wffiat did he do with it that you observed? 
What did you observe? 

A: He took it over and gave it to the guy over by the door. 

Q: The Secret Service, in your presence? 

A: Right. 

Q: Do you recall vfliat he said? 

A: No. 

Q: What did the Secret Service agent do? 

A: He took it through the door and gave it to someone else, I 

assume. I don’t know. 

Q: How soon after he went through the door did he come back? 

A: Pretty quick. But 1 think when D. C. took that over there there 

was another guy there with him, and the other guy stayed. 

Q: What do you mean by that? Explain that. 

A: I mean, 1 don’t think there was ever a time that there wasn’t a 

Secret Service man by that door. 

[end of page twenty-nine] 
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A: 


Uh-huh. 


Q: 


And the best you can recall how many stretchers were in that 
area when you found the bullet? 


A: 


It don’t seem to me like there was over a couple there, but 1 
can’t remember, really. 


' Q: 


Well, were there more than one? Do you remember? 


A: 


1 don’t remember. 


Q: 


You know there was one. 


A: 


1 know there was one there. 


Q: 


Okay. If there were two — Had you ever been in that area 
when there was more than one stretcher parked there? 


A: 


I’ve been there when there was [sic] 10 in that area, as many as 
you could get in that area. 


Q: 


And with 1 0 it would have been fairly crowded? 


A: 


Right. 


Q: 


Was it crowded at the time you’re talking about? 


A: 


No, it wasn’t. It wasn’t crowded. 


Q: 


If there had been two, it would have been more crowded. In 
other words, can you recall just from the perception of the 
space you had in there whether it was one or two? 


A: 


No; I sure can’t. But there could have been another one there, 
maybe even two there. 


Q: 


But all the time you were in that area you knew Kennedy was 
down in the emergency area? 


A: 


Uh-huh. 


[end of page thirty-three] 
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A: 

Q: 


No; with a purple cover. 

Did the hospital reserve purple covers for people that— 


A: 


I don’t know. 


Q: 


When you handed the bullet to Tomlinson, or when he went to 
take it to the Secret Service agent, did you ask him not to tell 
anybody that you were involved or v^y did your name not 
come up? 


A: 


I told D. C., I said. “You go on over there and give it to them 
because I don’t want to be involved in it." 


Q: 


Okay. And what did Tomlinson say? 


A: 


He said, “Okay." 


Q: 


Now, did you ever see this bullet on this stretcher, itself, before 
you heard it drop? 


A: 


No. 


Q: 


In other words, you could not see it. It was not lying on the top 
of the stretcher? 


A: 


No. We don’t [sic] know v^ere it come [sic] from. I wouldn’t 
have any idea where it was left. 


Q: 


When you leaned up against the stretcher or you pushed it or 
viiatever, was it a violent push or just a — Do you remember? 
In other words, was it a sufficient enough shove or push or jar 
that would have caused something to fall? 


[end of page thirty-two] 
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Q: 


He had not been moved from there? 


A: 


Right. 


Q: 


So you cannot recall specifically if there was more than one 
stretcher there? 


A: 


No. 


Q: 


And if you were to give us your best recollection, how many 
would you say were outside the elevator? 


A: 


1 just don’t know. 


Q: 


Okay. Were you present at all when Governor Connally was 
taken up to the operating room? 


A: 


No. He was already up there vdien 1 got there. 


Q: 


Did you have any idea, did Tomlinson or anyone tell you when 
they had taken Connally up there in relation to your arrival? In 
other words, did anyone say that they had just taken Connally 
up there? 


A: 


He told me they had taken him up there, and he told me that 
that was the stretcher they had taken him up on. 


Q: 


When did he tell you that that was his stretcher, vfiien you saw 
it parked across the way? 


A: 


No. 1 think when we found the bullet. 


Q: 


Okay. 1 think your testimony was that you knew it was 
Connally’s after you found the bullet? 


A: 


1 don't remember knowing it before. 


Q: 


All right. 


[end of page thirty-four] 
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Because you testified earlier that it might have been possible 
that you and D. C. had brought the stretcher down in the 
elevator. 


A; 


It is possible. 


Q: 


It's possible. And at that time, if you did bring it down, you 
wouldn’t have known vfirose stretcher it was, or would you 
have known? 


A: 


I don't see how 1 would have known unless by D. C. being on 
there running it when he was on there, see, w*en 1 came. He 
might have known that it was it. But 1 wouldn't have had any 
way of knowing it. 


Q: 


So you think you knew it was Connally’s after the bullet? 


A: 


That’s what 1 think. 1 think D. C. told me after the bullet fell off 
that it was Connally's. 


Q: 


Did he tell you when you were in the process of exchanging the 
bullet that this came from Connally? 


A: 


Yeah. At the time — At the specific time, 1 mean, before he 
ever took the bullet over— 


Q: 


To the Secret Service. 


A: 


—to the Secret Service man. He said that that was the 
stretcher. 


Q: 


Do you remember where the bullet fell from the stretcher? In 
other words, was it in the back up against the wall, to the front, 
to the side? 


A: 


It seemed to me like it fell off the front, but I'm 


[end of page thirty-five] 
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A: 


I'd say it would probably be around 20 minutes after Kennedy 
was ^ot. 


Q: 


That you arrived? 


A; 


Before I got there. 


Q: 


Okay. How long were you there at the hospital in time? 


A: 


I stayed until after Kennedy left for probably 15 or 20 minutes. 


Q: 


And you knew when Kennedy left because you saw him leave? 
How did you know it was him? 


A: 

Q: 


Because Jackie was walking along beside him. 

And you observed them go through the door out to the— 


A: 


Right. Out to the entrance. 


Q: 


So in total time that you were at the hospital do you recall how 
many people you took upstairs on the elevator? 


A: 


No, sir. 


Q: 


You don't remember how many? 


A: 


No. 


Q: 


Did you take people up and down? 


A: 


Yes, sir, but I don't remember how many. 


Q: 


Okay. 


A: 


I would say— 1 would guess probably not over eight or ten. 


Q: 


The first one you took up was the Secret Service agent. 


A: 


Right. 


[end of page thirty-seven] 
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not sure. Especially the way the stretchers are made, they've 
got a deal around the outside of them that's kind of a spring. In 
other words, it's a bumper, and if he bumped it against the wall, 
it could bounce back and cause it to fall off the front. 


Q: 


I see. Do you recall \xiien you bent down to pick it up vdiether 
you had much dfificulty in retrieving it? 


A: 


No. Maybe that's vk^at's wrong with my back. 


Q: 


Maybe so. In other words, you didn't have to crawl under the 
stretcher and reach in behind up against — 


A: 


No. 


Q: 


— the wall. 


A: 


I don’t think so. 1 think it fell off the front probably. 


Q: 


Do you recall when D. C. Tomlinson gave the bullet to the 
Secret Service agent whether the agent asked— Do you know 
whether the agent got Tomlinson’s name from him at that time? 


A: 


I don't. 


Q: 


Okay. As best you can, how many people — Well, before I ask 
that question; how long were you stationed at this elevator area 
in time after you arrived, assuming you arrived — We’re going 
to have to approximate. You testified earlier that — 


[end of page thirty-six] 
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Q: Do you recall the second was? 

A: I don’t think I took anyone up other than the Secret Service 

guys. 

Q: Other than the Secret Service guys? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you remember each time that you took someone up the 

Secret Service agent that was guarding the door would come 
over to you and tell you it's okay. 

A: Right. 

Q: That happened eveiy time? 

A: Well, see, the little old hallway, he either told me it was okay to 

take him up or came over there with him and told me to take 
him up. Because I didn’t stay in the elevator. I stayed out in the 
hall. 

Q: And the elevator, itself, was on what kind, automatic switch 

wdrere it could be operated by you? 

A: Right. What we call attendant operation. 

Q: So your testimony if that you might have taken up as many as 

10 individuals during the course— 

A: Right. 

Q: — of the total time you were there. It was wdiat, a half an hour? 

A: Probably longer than that. 

Q: How long would be the total time? 

[end of page thirty-eight] 



39 

A: I guess an hour. 

Q; All right. Did you take many people up on the elevator after 
you saw Kennedy leave? 

A; No. 

Q: Did the Secret Service agents stay there after Kennedy left? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Was the Secret Service agent there when you left? 

A: I’m not sure the same one stayed there, though, but there was a 

Secret Service agent there. 

Q: Okay. How did you come to leave your station? What made 

you decide to leave? Did someone ask you to leave? 

A; No. I think they just decided that they could put the elevator 
back on the automatic and guard up wherever this guy was 
rather than — 

Q: Up where Connally was? 

A: — where Connally was rather than down there. 

Q: So you took it upon yourself to leave? 

A: I just asked them it they needed me any further. 

Q: Okay. And vdio did you ask? 

A: I asked the guy out there in the hall, whoever was there, either 

this same one or another one, and Mr. Wright was still around 
there. 

Q: Okay. And what did they tell you? 

[end of page thirty-nine] 
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A: They said it was all right to go, that they didn't think there 'd be 

any more problems. 

Q: During the time you were there did you have a uniform on that 

said Otis? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: What kind of uniform was it? 

A: Green. 

Q: Coveralls? 

A: No. 

Q: Shirt— 

A: Shirt and pants. 

Q; It had some kind of patch that said Otis? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: When you were in this hallway who did you have occasion to 

observe? Who did you see in the immedate vicinity of 
Kennedy? You just mentioned Jackie Kennedy. 

A: When — when they were coming out 1 — Jackie was walking 

alongside the stretcher when they took him out. That’s all 1 
remember. 

Q; Okay. You didn’t by any chance take photographs of Kennedy 

or anything? 

A: No. 

Q: I’m almost done, Mr. Pool. Do you recall the name of the 

Secret Service agent standing near the door? 



[end of page forty] 
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A: No. 

Q: Okay. 

A: I can’t even rerhember your name and you introduced yourself 

just a few minutes ago. 

Q: Okay. 

A: If you had a place to quail hunt or a place to fish, I could 

remember your name, but other than that 1 don’t remember 
names. 

Q: All right. Did the elevator have any trouble? 

A: No. 

Q; Had it been serviced recently? 

A: Yeah, within the week. We’d have a weekly contract to service 

them, and 1 checked it at least within the week. 

Q: And to put the elevator on attendant’s service you just what, 

flip a switch? 

A: Key iiwitch. 

Q: Key switch, okay. And the hospital has that key— 

A: Right. 

Q: — as well as you? When you left the scene at the hospital was 

D. C. Tomlinson still there? 

A: Seemed like D. C. had left. 

Q: Okay. Did he stay with you generally? 

A: He was at the hospital, but he had left the 

[end of page forty-one] 
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43 






emergency area. 

How soon after the bullet was found and he handed it to the 




A; 


Yes, sir. To the best of my knowledge there was. I don’t ever 
remember going to a floor where there wasn’t one. 


Q: 








Secret Service did he leave? 




Q: 


Can you recall vhat the demeanor of those agents was? 


A: 


I'd say it was at least 20 minutes. I don’t really think he left until 
after Jackie and the President went out. 




A: 


They seemed fairly calm to me. 


Q: 


Do you recall wJry he was staying around? Was it mainly just to 










observe what was going on? 




MR. MCDONALD: Mr. Pool, I have no further questions. I thank you for 










your time. 


A; 


Yeah, just nosy, probably. 














THE WITNESS: Well, you’re welcome. I just wish I could remember 


Q: 


If when [sic] you took people up on the elevator, Secret Service 






everything as it happened, but IS years is a long time to 




agents, did D. C. Tomlinson go with you every time? 






remember. 


A: 


I think he went every time. 




MR. MCDONALD: I understand that. Well, we thank you for your 


Q: 

A: 

Q: 


And v^o was actually doing the operating of the elevator? 






consideration and the time that you have given us this morning. 
That concludes this deposition. 


1 was. 

What would he do; just stand in the elevator? 




(Whereupon, at 1 1:25 A.M. the testimony was concluded.) 


A: 


Rode up with me. 








Q: 


And any time when you went up to second or whatever floors 
you went to did either you or he ever get off the elevator? 




[end of page forty-three] 


A: 


No. 








Q: 


When you would let these individuals off, the Secret Service 
agents, as you’ve described them, were there other agents on 
the floors? 








A: 


Yes, sir. 








Q: 


Right in the vicinity of the elevator? 








[end of page forty-two] 
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Jan. 6. 1977 

Rep Thomas Downing 




INTERVIEW January 12, 1977, THOMAS EVAN ROBINSON 
Interviewed by Andy Purdy and Jim CotKelman 


Washington, D. C. 

I sincerely urge you to continue the committee to inquire into the 
Kennedy and King assassinations. As I wrote you in an earlier letter, 1 
contacted the F.B.l. on Nov. 27, 1963 and was supposed to meet with 
them again on Nov. 29, 1977. 1 did not show at that meeting, and that 




Purdy: Please state your name and occupation and home address. 

Robinson; My name is Thomas Evan Robinson. 1 live at 1320 

B^encray Lane, McLean, 'Virginia. I’ve been a funeral 
director most of my life. 

Purdy: And you are aware that the tape recorder is running and 

we’re with the Select Committee on Assassinations staff 
and it’s with your permission that we are taping you now? 


was the biggest goof of my life. 1 am sure much could have been 




Robinson; Yes. 


learned if 1 would have attended that meeting. 

1 still do not think it is to late to investigate, and 1 am sure that this 




P^irdy: We’ve just gone through the backgrounds of when you 

were present at the autopsy prior to beginning your work. 
Could you please detail for us your recollection of events 
and v^at you saw once you began your work. 


Monroe man had something to do at least with the Kennedy assassina- 
tion, until 1 die or until the truth comes out. [sic] 

Sincerely, 

/sf Robert Dietrich 




Robinson: Once 1 began the work? 1 remember the tracheotomy; 1 

remember the bones of the skull and face badly shattered. 

Purdy: Where on the face were they shattered, v4iich of the 

bones? 

Robinson: You cannot see that from the outside. This is looking 

through the back of the opening that the physicians had 
made at the back of the skull. 

Purdy: How big was that opening? Was it an ofRcial opening? 


845 Westwood Dr. 

Monroe, Mich. 48161 

CC: Rep. Thomas Downing 
Chief Counsel Richard Sprague 
[end of letter] 




Robinson: Well, there, of course, was an opening from the bullets, but 

then they had enlarged that. The brain had been re- 
moved, and you could see it. 

Purdy: Could you tell how large the opening had been caused by 

the bullets. 

Robinson: Not really, well, 1 guess 1 can because a good bit of the 

bone had been blown away. There was nothing there to 
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Purdy: 


Do you know which side? 


Robinson: 


No, I don’t. 


Purdy: 


Did you notice anything else unusual about the body 
w^ch may have been artificially caused, that is, caused by 
something other than the autopsy? 


Robinson: 


Probably, a little mark at the temples in the hairline. As 1 
recall, it was so small, it could be hidden by the hair. It 
didn't have to be covered with make-up. 1 thought it 
probably a piece of bone or a piece of the bullet that 
caused it. 


Purdy: 


In other words, there was a little wound. 


Robinson: 


Yes. 


Purdy: 


Approximately v^ere, which side of the forehead or part of 
the head was it on. 


Robinson: 


1 believe it was on the right side. 


Purdy: 


On his right side? 


Robinson: 


That's an anatomical right, yes. 


[end of page two] 


Robinson 


Pages 


Purdy: 


You say it was in the forehead region up near the hair line? 


Robinson: 


Yes. 


Purdy: 


Would you say it was closer to the top of the hair? 


Robinson: 


Somewhere around the temples. 


Purdy: 


Approximately v^at size. 


Robinson: 


Very small, a quarter of an inch. 





piece together, so 1 would say probably about (the size of) 
a small orange. 


Purdy: 


Could you give us an estimate of inches and the nature of 
the shape? 


Robinson: 


Three. 


Purdy: 


And the shape? 


Robinson: 


Circular. 


[end of page one] 


Robinson 


page 2 


Purdy: 


Was it fairly smooth or fairly ragged? 


Robinson: 


Ragged. 


Purdy: 


Approximately wiiere was this wound located? 


Robinson: 


Directly behind the back of his head. 


Purdy: 


Approximately between the ears or higher up? 


Robinson: 


No, 1 would say pretty much between them. 


Purdy: 


You saw the head wounds. Could you describe the nature 
of the throat wound, you just said you saw the trache- 
otomy. 


Robinson: 


Well, it was a tracheotomy, it was sort of nasty-looking. 


Purdy: 


Was it approximately in the center of the neck, or was it to 
either side? 


Robinson: 


No, it was right in the middle. 


Purdy: 


Was it an unusual shape for a tracheotomy or did it look to 
you like a normal tracheotomy? 


Robinson: 


Well, it was sort of angular on one side, 1 remember that. 
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Purdy: Quarter of an inch is all the damage. Had it been closed 

up by the doctors? 

Robinson: No, he didn’t have to close it. If anything I just would have 

probably put a little wax on it. 

Purdy: Were you the one that was responsible for closing these 

wounds in the head? 




Robinson: No. In fact, we wanted the hair there to hide as much as 

possible. Putting the head into the pillow of the casket 
would have hidden everything. 

Purdy: Do you think it was possible that there was some other 

wound under the hair? Did you look for other wounds? 

Robinson: Oh, yes we would have found that. 


Robinson: Well, we all worked on it. Once the body was embalmed 

arterially and they brought a piece of heavy duty rubber, 
again to fill this area (area in the back of the head) I 
remember treating the...oigans, like I said, we all tried to 
help one another. 




Purdy: So you are satisfied in your professional experience that 

there were no other significant wound [sic] of the head? 

Robinson: I stayed on the left side of the body throughout the vdiole 

thing. 


Purdy: O.K., you had to close the wound in the back of the head 

using rubber, w^at other work had to be done on the 
head? 

Robinson: It had to be all dried out, packed and the rubber placed in 

the hair and skin pulled over it as much as possible and 
stitched into that piece of rubber. They were afraid again 
of leaks, once the body is moved or shaken in the casket 
and carried up the Capitol steps and opened again, we 
had to be very careful, there would have been blood on 
the pillow. 

Purdy: Was there any other work that you had to do on the head? 




Purdy: Did you get a good look at that wound on the right temple 

area? 

Robinson: Oh yes, I worked tight over for some time. 

Purdy: What did you feel caused that wound. 

Robinson; I think either a piece of bone or a piece of the bullet. Or a 
very small piece of shrapnel. 

Conzelman: Did it pierce the entire scull [sic], could you see from the 
inside that it was evident from the inside scull [sic] as well 
as outside? 


Robinson: I did the make up, cosmetic. 

Purdy: Were there any other wounds on the head other than the 

little one in the right temple area, and the big one in the 
back? 




Robinson; The inside of the scull [sic] was badly smashed, it could 
have well been a piece of bone that passed through there 
or [sic] 

Conxelman: Were the facial bones smashed too? 


Robinson: That’s all. 




Robinson: I don’t think so. 


[end of page three] 




Purdy: Where did it exit? 


Robinson Page 4 

Purdy: Did you have to shave the head so you could tell if there 

were other wounds? 




Robinson: Well it exited in many pieces. They were literally picked 

out, little pieces of this bullet from all over his head. 

Purdy: In other words, w^ere do you feel the bullet entered and in 
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that back major wound [sic]. What would have caused a 
three inch hole. 


[end of page four] 


Robinson 


Page 5 


Robinson: 


I think when that bullet hit that bone, it just shattered. 


Purdy: 


Do you feel that any significant portion of the bullet after it 
hit the head, exited from the head, not just being picked up 
by the doctors? Do you feel that possibly exited, v^ere 
could some if exited from the head? If any. You men- 
tioned one possibly was that right temple, [sic whole 
paragraph] 


Robinson: 


Yes, that did go through my mind. Well they had the little 
pieces. They [sic] picked them out. 


Purdy: 


So you feel that's the only place that the significant size of 
the bullet could have exited. 


Robinson: 


It was no bullet, it was a fragment or a piece of the bone. 


Purdy: 


You would say that there is no other part of the head 
where that bullet would exited [sic] or a part of the bullet? 
Were there other little holes any\xhere? 


Robinson: 


No. 


Purdy: 


What is your understanding of what happened to the bullet 
once it hit the head? You say the bullet went into pieces. 


Robinson: 


That’s what I would say. 


Purdy: 


You mentioned earlier that the FBI agents said something 
to you about the bullets shattering. 


Robinson: 


Yes, I was watching all this and I asked him about it. After 
he discussed with me the reason why all those people had 
to be there, I had questions for, I wanted to know. 


Purdy: 


What did he say about the bullets shattering? 



Robinson: 


He just explained to me that on occasion that happens. 
The bullet will smash into a great many pieces. 


Purdy: 


You gathered from vhat he said that it was his impression 
that that is in fact what happened in this case? That the 
bullet did shatter/ [sic] 


Robinson: 


Yes. 


Purdy: 


From your examination, that is what you have concluded 
as well. 


Robinson: 


Yes, I watched them pick the little pieces out. They had 
something like a test tube or a little vial or something that 
they put the pieces in. 


[end of page five] 


Robinson 


Page 6 


Purdy: 


You think they pulled out a fairly many pieces of it? 


Robinson: 


I think so. 


Purdy: 


Do you know that this man was an FBI agent, or... 


Robinson: 


He showed me some credentials, I don't know whether it 
was Secret Service or, to me they all belong to the same. 
No he was not military. There were military people there. 


Purdy: 


So he was either FBI or Secret Service or some other plain 
clothes type, but he show [sic] you some credentials. 


Robinson: 


Yes. I’m pretty sure he told me that was his field. 


Purdy: 


BuUistics? [sic] About the thorax area, you said that there 
was some inegular look... 


Robinson: 


1 said it was nasty looking. 


Purdy: 


TYacheotomy. Did you ever hear any discussions that 
would have indicated why that was ^e case or what might 
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have caused that, caused obviously the tracheotomy 
occurred prior to the time the body came there? 

Robinson: Yes, those things are done very quickly. By nature of the 

situation, but it was examined very carefully. The throat 
was. All that was removed. 

Purdy: Was it your understanding that that was just a tracheotomy. 

Or was there some other cause that may have made it 
ragged or something else? 

Robinson: There is something about the bullet exiting from there. A 

bullet exiting from there. I don’t know vdiether I heard tire 
physicians talking about it or whether 1 read it now. 

Purdy: What was your impression at the time or now thinking 

about it as to, if you assume a bullet or part of a bullet 
exited there, or something exited there. Where did that 
something come from? Where would it have entered from 
the other side? From the your [sic] examination of the 
body, where could it have come from? 

Robinson: You mean you’re looking for another hole? 

Purdy: Another hole or some other place, either coming from the 

head down and out or from the back. 

Robinson: It might have been coming from the head and down. 

These are all in straight lines here coming down like that. 



Purdy: 



Was there any other mark, hole or wound in body [sic]? 



[end of page six] 

Robinson Page 7 

Robinson: 1 saw the body turned over, it was turned over and 

examined on its side, rolled from each side. I saw nothing 
down below v^ere tire doctors had been working on the 
head. 

Purdy: Did you see anything between the head wounds and 

the...on the back that could have been a wound? 



Robinson: 



Purdy: 

Robinson: 



Purdy: 



Purdy: 



Robinson: 



Robinson: 



Purdy: 



Robinson: 



Purdy: 



Robinson: 



Was there any discussion that the lungs had collapsed? 

The lungs were examined very carefully by the physicians. 
I remember that. 



Purdy: Did they say anything about that? 

Robinson: They had lots to say about everything they did. 



Am I correct that you say all this area was exposed? 



Robinson: Yes, this was all raised and this all examined, all cut open. 



Specifically, when you say the body, you saw the back, I 
want to know specifically if either you know there was not 
a wound from the head down to the waist anywdiere on 
the back, neck or whatever, or that the autopsy work may 
have either obliterated it or made it not evident to you that 
there was such a wound? 

It might have done that, there was...but the back itself, 
there was no wound there, no. 

Were there any wounds in the neck, the back? 

Now this is where I’m hazy. I can remember the probe. 

The probe of all this vdiole area. It was about an 18 piece 
[sic] of metal that we used. 

Do you feel they probed the head or they probed the 
neck? 

It was at the base of the head where most of the damage 
was done, the things that we had to worry about. So it all 
runs together in my mind. 

Did they probe with anything other than the 18 probe, 
either prior to or after the use of that probe? Did that use a 
shorter probe [sic] 

1 don’t remember, I remember them probing. 
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Purdy: 


Colonel Hughes [sic]? 


Robinson: 


Was he the pathologist? 


Purdy: 


He was one of them. yes. 


Robinson: 


Well, maybe. 


Purdy: 


Do you remember if they took any large fragments of metal 
out of the body at any point? 


Robinson: 


They were all small that could be picked up with forceps. 


Purdy: 


Was there anything that looked like a piece of a bullet, 
were they that large? 


Robinson: 


No. 


[end of page eight] 


Robinson 


Page 9 


Purdy: 


Approximately how large would you say the largest piece 
was that you saw? 


Robinson: 


Maybe a quarter of an inch. You see they were working 
around the table, and when 1 would get a glance as one 
would come by, someone would step aside. 


Purdy: 


But most of the work was done to the right of the body 
from behind? 


Robinson: 


Because like 1 said it was an... 


Purdy: 


Did you close up the head, did you help close up other 
parts of the body as well? 


Robinson: 


Yes 1 did. 


Purdy: 


The back and the front? 


Robinson: 

Purdy: 


1 did the front, yes. 

Was there much that had to be closed up in the back? 



Purdy: 


What is your impression as to either how far or in vfriat 
direction they probed with that probe? 


[end of page seven] 


Robinson 


Pages 


Purdy: 


Or any direction about the actual probing to indicate 
either the direction or the depth? 


Robinson: 


1 remember they talked about it. They took notes, made 
notes. 


Conzelman: 


At this time, did you take any notes? 


Robinson: 


No. 


Purdy: 


Did you take any notes afterwards? 


Robinson: 


No. 


Purdy: 


Did you draw any autopsy face sheets, sketches or any- 
thing like that? 


Robinson: 


No, which is something we always did. 


Purdy: 


Why didn't you this time? 


Robinson: 


1 never saw the file, like 1 said everything was done to 
protect the family as far as we were concerned. 


Purdy: 


On this probe, do you remember if the probe went all the 
way throu^ wherever they probed, do you remember... 


Robinson: 


I don’t recall. 


Purdy: 


Do you remember any discussion, you said you remember 
them talking about the probe, any discussion at all about 
whether there was any transcending of the body, maybe 
wounds transit (?) [sic] the body? Do you remember, for 
example, if they said that it was a bullet vAiere a bone 
exited in the temple? Or at the throat? 


Robinson: 


No, but I'm sure he had it in his notes. 
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Robinson: 1 don’t remember that. I don’t remember anything 

happened to realiy be done w^en I say in the back where 
the body had to be turned over. 

Purdy: When they do the autopsy, they basically open the front up 

all the way and just look around and they don’t have to 
open the back. 

Robinson: ...open him up in the back. 

Conzelman: In the region of the throat, tdien you were putting him 
back together, did you notice that any large holes other 
than v^at could have been through ttie autopsy? 

Robinson: The tracheotomy. 

Conzelman: Besides that? 

Robinson: And if it was, a bullet wound. 

Purdy: Could you tell any kind of a path that the wound had taken 

from looking in there? 

Robinson: No, not really. All that had been removed. 



Robinson: 



Purdy: 



Robinson: 



Purdy: 



Somehow I feel like there was something found in the 
thorax. 

Is that v^at they call the chest? 



You remember it to be metalic [sic] or a piece of bone? 



Purdy: 



Did you notice any pieces of bone or marrow in there? 



Robinson: I think they found a piece of metal, a piece of bullet. 

Purdy: Do you remember there being anything unusual or any 

larger pieces of metal turned over to anyone or turned 
over to the President’s doctor or to the FBI agents? 

Robinson: No, he had his function there, but it was the pathologist 

v^o did the work. 

Purdy: You said that later, when you read some things about the 

assassination or the autopsy, you heard or read some things 
which struck you as incorrect. What would those things 
be? 

Robinson: The time the people moved (autopsy), [sic] The body was 

taken... and the body never came... lots of little things like 
that. 



Robinson: No. 

Purdy: In the front of the body, the whole front was open, did you 

notice any pieces of bone or any pieces of metal in any 
part of the body below the head? 

[end of page nine] 

Robinson Page 10 

Robinson: No. If we had found something like that, we would have 

given it to them. 

Purdy: In your impression, v^ere is the lowest point on the body 

that any metal fragments were found? 



Purdy: 



Robinson: 



Purdy: 



Can I ask you what your impression is of (from [sic] your 
work on the body [sic] the nature of the wounds or bullet 
vWch would supplement what you’ve already said or 
vWch would contradict what some other people might 
have felt? You said a bullet came at the back of the head 
shattered the bone. 

Yes, I remember that big wound so well, and [sic] it 
caused us the most concern, that’s why I remembered it. 

So you were not surprised that such a large piece of bone 
would have been shattered at the point of entrance of the 
bullet. ’That did not surprise you or did that impress you 
[note: the words “you” and “your" appear on the same line 
of type and instead of a single space between them there 
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are 12] your experience? Is that normal? 



Robinson: 


No, 1 don’t know. I have seen them so many ways, but he 
was obviously hit there and that I remember thinking my 
God, “how could he have lived" any time at all with a 
wound like that. 


[end of page ten] 


Robinson 


Page 11 


Purdy: 


And your feeling about the forehead, you felt then and you 
feel now that was caused by w^at? 


Robinson: 


A piece of bone or metal exiting. 


Purdy: 


Let me clear one thing about the back. To what extent if 
any was that back area opened up? Or was that just all in 
tact [sic]? 


Robinson: 


No, it was opened up. The brain had to come out [sic] 


Purdy: 


1 mean below that wound? In other words the neck and 
back. 


Robinson: 


It was weE examined I recaU. 


Purdy: 


In the sense of being cut open or being looked at closely? 


Robinson: 


Yes, I mean looked at and cut. 


Purdy: 


How big a cut. Where [sic] would the cut have gone from 
and to? 


Robinson: 


I don't remember if it went off in many angles. It was not a 
nice clean cut. 


f\irdy: 


So there was a cut open in the neck to look in there. 


Robinson: 


They had this aU cut. 


Purdy: 

Robinson: 


How far down on the back of the neck did they cut open? 
That’s wffiat’s bothering me, I can’t recaU whether you 





would say they went into the back or not. I remember 
seeing the back. 


Purdy: 


So you had to close up the work they did on the neck. 


Robinson: 


Yes, it seems to me that Ed did that. 


Purdy: 


So you don’t recaU anything [sic] 


Robinson: 


You can’t have three needles in the same area, somebody 
is going to get it. 


Purdy: 


So you don’t recaU anything unusual about the closing up. 
you don’t personaUy or having taUced to Mr. Strogle [sic] 
about it? 


Robinson: 


No. 


Purdy: 


Do you remember any discussion of the possibiUty that 
there was a wound in that area? Is it your impression now 
that there was a wound in that area, or was the only 
wound present on the back of the President was [sic] in the 
back of his head? 


[end of page eleven] 


Robinson 


Page 12 


Robinson: 


No, I wouldn’t say that. 


Purdy: 


What is you [sic] sense of that? Is it your impression now 
that there was a wound in the back of the neck or in the 




upper back? 


Robinson: 


I don’t remember. Vaguely in my mind that there is. I 
mean I have not bothered to think about [sic]. I haven’t 
bother to read most of the junk that has come out on it. 
Some of it was not in good taste and I thought that they 
should wait a Uttle bit longer. I remember something about 
it. My God isn’t that awful. I just put it out of my mind as 
much as possible. The press was not kind. Undertaker are 
Texans at the time. 


Purdy: 


We can appreciate how hard it is to remember aU these 
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details. We feel that you’ve done very well to remember 
as much as you have and if there is anything you remem- 
ber in the future, you can always contact us. 1 think that 
for now this is about all we need. 



[end of page twelve and end of document] 



Record Number 180-10089-10179 Agency File Number 000662 
Originator-HSCA 



From: 


Robinson, Thomas Evan 


To: 


Purdy, Donald A. 


Date: 


1/12/77 


Pages: 


1 


Subjects: 


Kennedy, John, Autopsy 
Evidence, Medical 
Robinson, Thomas Evan 
Drawing of wounds 


Contents: 


A drawing of the rear head wound signed by 



Thomas Evan Robinson, dated Jan. 12, 1977 and “Received by” D. A. 
Purdy, Jr. and Jim Conzelman. The rear of the President’s head had 
been drawn by free hand, appearing rather 'cartoonish,’ and lacking in 
detail. In the mid-line of the lower 45% of the head is a circle which 
approximates the width of the cartoonish neck. Located in the mid-line 
of the circle from left to right is a large “X”, vJio’s mid-point rests roughly 
20% of the way up from the bottom of the circle. Located at a point that 
could be relative to the ear canals is a line bisecting the head and the 
circle. The line falls about 30% of the way down from the top of the 
circle and is about 50% of the diameter of the circle above the mid-point 
of the “X”. 



Presented by Citizens for Thith about the Kennedy Assassination (CTKA) 



151 



The Kathleen Cunningham Collection; HSCA Documents Relating to the Medical Evidence from the Assassination of John F. Kennedy 



HSCA Record Number 180-10105-10397 Agency File Number 014461 
Originator-HSCA 
From: Jan G. Rudnicki 

To: 

Date: 5/8/78 

Pages: 4 

Subjects: Rudnicki, Jan G. 

JFK autopsy 

Contents: Outside Contact Report by HSCA investiga- 

tor Mark Flanagan with Jan G. Rudnicki. 
Document follows in full. 



NAME Jan G. Rudnicki DATE 5/8/78 TIME 

ADDRESS 4418 Inyo Court PLACE via telephone 

Freemont, California 95438 (415) 797-8071 

Interview: On May 8, 1978 1 spoke to Mr. Rudnicki by telephone 

concerning his presence at the autopsy of President John F. Kennedy. 

Mr. Rudnicki currently lives in California and can be located at 4418 Inyo 
Court, Fremont, Cal., 94538, tel: (415) 797-8071. 

In November, 1963, Mr. Rudnicki said that he was a third class 
petty officer stationed at Bethesda Naval Medical Center. He served as a 
lab technologist in the Pathology Department. 

Rudnicki said he became involved in the autopsy w4ien Dr. 
Boswell called him and requested his presence. Before the autopsy of 
the President, Mr. Rudnicki had wimessed approximately twenty 
autopsies. Rudnicki’s general duties as a lab technologist required 
preparing tissues for microscopic analysis. 

Rudnicki said he was present in the autopsy room when various 
people brought in the President’s body. Before this time Rudnicki was 
involved in preparing the morgue for the autopsy. 

Rudrricki said that approximately six persons were in the 
autopsy room viien the President’s body was brought in and that this 
figure soon grew to about twenty people. Those present included Dr. 
Humes, Dr. Boswell, Secret Service agents, and other unidentified 
persons. 

INTERVIEWER /s/ Mark Flanagan (SIGNATURE) 

Mark Flanagan (TYPED) 

DATE TRANSCRIBED 5/;2/78 [sic] Ross 
[end of page one] 
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Rydnicki [sic] Interview 

Page 2 

Rudnicki stated that few wounds were visible when he first saw 
the President. The “back-right quadrant of the head was missing.” In 
addition, a wound to the throat which resembled a tracheostomy 
existed. Rudnicki could not initially see any other wounds. 

Regarding photographs, Rudnicki said that personnel began 
taking photos as soon as the body arrived and continued to do so 
throughout the autopsy. Rudnicki could not specifically recall the taking 
of any X-rays although he did remember someone entering the room 
with a portable X-ray machine. Rudnicki had no recollection of how the 
film was handled after exposure or if any receipts were written. 

During the autopsy Rudnicki stood at the autopsy table and 
insured that containers in which to place specimens were ready. These 
specimens were then retained for later examination. During Rudnidd’s 
handling of the specimens a Secret Service or FBI agent accompanied 
him and took notes concerning the procedure. Rudnicki stated that the 
specimens included tissue ifom the head and throat area. He could not 
recall if the specimens included any segments of the internal organs. 

Rudnicki did not feel the pathologists performed a ftiU autopsy. 
The procedure seemed to be limited to finding just missies [sic] or missle 
[sic] tracts. Rudnicki could not recall any orders to limit the autopsy, but 
felt the general atmosphere indicated that the pathologists were not 
performing a full or standard autopsy. For instance, Rudnicki stated that 
he could not recall 
[end of page two] 



Rudnicki Interview 
page 3 

tissue specimens being taken from the internal organs. 

Rudnicki did not recall anything concerning the adrenal glands 
or the brain. 

During the autopsy Rudnicki saw the wounds in more detail. In 
addition to the large head wound and the tracheostomy Rudnicki 
noticed a wound in the shoulder blade region of the back. Rudnicki 
stated that the pathologists began probing the back wound but could not 
discern its tract. During this time Rudnicki said that doctors took 
measurements of the wounds. Rudnicki recalled discussion concerning 
a bullet that was found in Dallas, the general direction that the bullets 
entered, the nature of the tracheostomy, and the possibility that two 
bullets struck the head in the same general area causing a massive 
defect. Rudnicki could not recall anything more specific concerning 
these discussions or any conclusions. 

During the autopsy Rudnicki said that many phone calls 
occurred, possibly by the Secret Service and FBI agents. He did not 
know if any Kennedy family members maintained phone contact with 
the autopsy room. Further, Rudnicki said that Dr. Humes appeared to be 
in command and that he couldn’t recall any orders or instructions 
coming from other sources, particularly Dr. Burkley. 

Rudnicki did not leave the autopsy room until after the morti- 
cians arrived. 

Rudnicki could not recall what missle [sic] fragments, if any, 

[end of page three] 
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page 4 

the pathologists may have removed from the body. 

After the autopsy Rudnicki stated that he didn’t have any 
further involvement with any of its aspects. Rudnicki said that the 
normal autopsy procedure was to prepare slides which would then be 
saved for ten years. The hospital would keep the remaining organ 
material from which the sUdes were taken for a two-year period before 

incinerating them. 

Rudnicki stated that in President Kennedy's autopsy, he beUeves 
that the tissue specimens were placed in the safe of the Commander of 

the hospital, Captain Stover. 

Rudnicki had no further information to provide. 

[end of page four and end of document] 
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Record Number Agency File Number 002191 
Originator-HSCA 
From: 

To: 

Date: August 29, 1977 

Pages: 22 

Date of Release: not on document 

Subjects: Sibert, James W. 

Kennedy, John, Autopsy 
Evidence, Medical 
Bethesda Naval Medical Center 

Contents: Three separate documents make up this file. 

Document #1 is a memorandum of an 
interview with James W. Sibert by Jim Kelly 
and Andy Purdy on August 25, 1977 — 
includes Sibert’s drawing of wounds. 
Document #2 is a letter dated October 24, 

1 978 from Sibert to Purdy regarding correc- 
tions to an affidavit that Purdy sent to Sibert 
to sign. Document #3 is the affidavit Purdy 
sent to Sibert to sign and the corrected and 

signed version that Sibert returned. All three 

documents follow in full. 
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-3- 

cleared out so that “...X*rays and photographs could be taken. ...re- 
turned before they began cutting.” 

Sibert said he left once during the autopsy to call the lab, 
because “...they were having trouble with locating bullets." Sibert said 
he called Chuck Killion at the FBI Lab and was told about the bullet 
found in Parkland. Sibert said he doesn’t believe anyone called Parkland 
Hospital that night to find out what happened there. 

Sibert recalls the Doctors [sic] looking for a bullet in the body 
and becoming fiustrated w*en they did so. He said they probed the 
wound with a finger and Fr. [sic] Finck probed it with a metal probe. 
Sibert said the Drs [sic] "...concluded it only went so far and they 
couldn't find it.” 

Sibert recalls some discussion regarding the X-Ray [sic] of the 
Femur, [sic] There was talk about “...consultation with Mrs. Kennedy 
before going ahead with it.” Sibert believes there were a couple of 
liaison people to Mrs. Kennedy present. 

Regarding the head wound, Sibert said it was in the “...Upper 
[sic] back of the head." Sibert recalls that much of the piece of the 
missing bone section came in somewiiat later. 

Sibert recalls the X-Rays [sic] of the head being shown in the 
room. He said the X-Ray [sic] had many “...flecks like the Milky 
Way...part of the bullet had fi-agmentized 

[end of page three] 



-4- 

or disintegrated.” Sibert said a lot of the metal fragments were tiny and 
all that were removed from the body were put in a little jar with a black 
top. Sibert said that before they left the morgue they signed a receipt for 
the metal fragments. 

Sibert was questioned further about his call to Killion and what 
prompted it. Sibert said the Doctors [sic] were at a loss as to vhere the 
bullet went. He said nothing was ever mentioned about the interior 
neck wound being a possible bullet exit wound. Sibert said the doctors 
were discussing the amount of fragmentation of the bullet and the fact 
that they couldn’t find a large piece. They were wondering if it was a 
kind of bullet t^hich “fragmentizes” completely. That is why Sibert left 
the room to call the lab, to find out about that type of bullet. 

Sibert believes the wound in the front neck was characterized 
as a tracheotomy incision by someone. 

Regarding the receipt to the “missile” Sibert said he “...does not 
recall how the receipt described the fragments.’^ Sibert said the receipt 
certainly was not for “...a whole missile.” He said it was for “...some 
fragments." He said the receipt was prepared by someone else and 
typed up by a naval corpsman (probably Chester Boyers, see memo 
regarding phone conversation with him). Sibert said “...1 would have 
written the receipt listing the items as metal fragments.” He also said 
that 

[end of page four] 
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‘...to me a single “missile” means quite a bit of substance-more of a 
v^diole bullet." In reference to the fact that one of his reports says the 
copy of the receipt for the missile is attached, Sibert said the Baltimore 
office may retain the original. 

After his phone call Sibert returned to the moigue and told the 
doctors about the bullet. He says he didn’t “...recall Kellerman saying 
anything about it." He said that he and O’Neill were close enough to get 
anything that the doctors said about measurements. He also said that if 
he “...couldn’t understand the measurements spoken by Humes he had 
him restate them." He also said he didn’t recall the neck [sic] opened up 
for examination. One thing that struck him was wdien the President’s 
body was turned on its side he noticed the famous scar on the 
President’s back which he said occurred during the P.T. boat incident. 

Mr. Sibert had the impression that the doctors were getting 
clearances “...step by step from the Kennedy family..." before proceed- 
ing with the steps of the autopsy. 

Sibert remembered that in his call to Killion he had asked about 
some discussion the doctors were having about a possible deflection of 
the bullet through the body caused by striking bone. He said he thought 
this might have accounted for the extensive firagmentization. 

[end of page five] 



- 6 - 

He also said that the phone call came after the probing. Sibert said that 
it was his impression that Finck and Humes agreed that there was no exit 
wound on the bullet through the back and said he had no recollection of 
how far in the probe went. 

Regarding the photographs and X-Rays [sic], Sibert said they 
were “...collected by the Secret Service...neither O’Neill nor I handled 
them." Sibert said that neither he or O’Neill ever touched the photo- 
graphs. Regarding the listing of those materials in his report he said 
“...Humes told us the number of X-Rays [sic] and photographs...we had 
no independent verification ...we didn’t count them." He went on to say 
that they merely took notes during the autopsy and checked those notes 
when they made up the draft of their report. He said that he and O’Neill 
had typical agent notebooks which they wrote in. He recalls getting 
measurements of the back wound and the skull bone but has no 
recollection of writing down the location of the entrance wound in the 
President’s head. Sibert said he was present when the bone piece was 
brought in vdiich had been found in the limousine. He said it was X- 
Rayed [sic] and the doctors had determined it had evidence of metal 
particles. 

[end of page sbc] 
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Sibert examined the autopsy descriptive sheet found in the 
Warren Report and said it was done by Dr. Boswell. He said the 
“...drawing was pretty accurate as to what we described.” He said the 
general location of the wounds “...looked accurate.” Sibert also said that 
CE385 [sic] and CE386 [sic] looked accurate as well. 

On reflection Sibert said he believes Humes is the one w*o 
measured the back wound and Sibert himself wrote it down. He said he 
never retained any notes (the notes he used to draft report were 
destroyed following usual Bureau procedures). Sibert mentioned that he 
has a sister v^o lived in Quitman, Georgia till [sic] approximately 1967 
or 1968; her name is Mrs. Claude Harris. 

For some time during the interview Sibert was trying to 
remember a conversation he had at some time with agent Greer of the 
Secret Service and right near the end remembered eating with Greer, 
possibly on lay the autopsy [sic], and remembering Greer say “...if I’de 
[sic] just been driving a little faster.” He said he was driving so slow 
because the President insisted on it. 

[end of page seven] 



[page eight — unnumbered] 

DRAWINGS BY AGENT SIBERT OF RIGHT LATERAL AND REAR 
UPPER HEAD AND TORSO. BOTTOM OF PAGE BEARS HANDWRIT- 
TEN SlGNATtJRES OF SIBERT (“8/25/77 FORT MEYERS, FLA.") AND 
(“WITNESSED BY”) SIGNATURES OF DONALD A. PURDY, JR. AND 
JAMES KELLY. 

RIGHT LATERAL VIEW 

NO HEAD WOUND IS INDICATED. TRACHEOTOMY 
INCISION IS APPRECIABLY ABOVE BACK WOUND. THIS PAGE OF 
DRAWINGS HAS BEEN MADE ON LINED PAPER AND THE INCISION 
IS A FULL LINE ABOVE THE BACK WOUND. 

POSTERIOR VIEW 

BACK WOUND TO RIGHT OF MID-LINE, ROUGHLY AT THE 
LEVEL OF THE SECOND THORACIC VERTEBRA. HEAD WOUND IS 
A HORIZONTAL OVAL DIRECTLY IN THE MID-LINE OF THE HEAD, 
THE LOWEST PORTION BEING SLIGHTLY ABOVE THE LEVEL OF 
THE TOP OF THE EARS. THIS WOUND IS ABOUT THE SIZE OF THE 
OUTER EAR. 
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[page nine — unnumbered] 




4937 Normandy Court 
Cape Coral, Florida 33904 


DRAWING IS ON A REPRODUCTION OF THE FIGURES FROM THE 




October 24 , 1978 


SAME TYPE OF FACE SHEET USED IN CE-397: SHOWING FULL 
FIGURE, ANTERIOR AND POSTERIOR. 




Mr. Donald A. Purdy, Jr. 

Staff Counsel 

Select Committee on Assassinations 


ANTERIOR VIEW 




U.S. House of Representatives, W.D.C. [sic] 


NO WOUNDS ARE DRAWN IN. 




Dear Mr. Purdy: 


POSTERIOR VIEW 




In accordance with our telephone conversation on October 23. 1978, 1 
am enclosing the affidavit which you prepared and which was enclosed 
in your letter dated October 18, 1978. 


THE WOUNDS APPEAR EXACTLY AS INDICATED ON 
DRAWING ON POSTERIOR VIEW ON PROCEEDING PAGE. 




I am also enclosing a signed and sworn affidavit wdiich 1 prepared and 
feel to be more detailed and accurate based on my interview conddcted 
on August 25, 1977 at Ft. Meyers, Florida. 


BOTTOM OF PAGE BEARS THE SIGNATURE OF SIBERT (“8/ 
25/77 FORT MEYERS, FLORIDA") AND (“WITNESSED BY”) SIGNA- 
TURES OF DONALD A. PURDY, JR. AND JAMES KELLY. 




I trust that such affidavit meets with the approval of staff counsel and the 
Select Committee. As stated in my most recent phone call, 1 will be in 
the Washington, D.C. area from approximately November 6 through 
November 18, and can be reached at telephone number 935-5294 
(College Park, Maryland), should you desire to contact me. 


[end of page nine and end of document] 




Sincerely yours, 
/s/ Jim Sibert 
James W. Sibert 






Enclosures (2) 






JWS;es 






[end of document] 
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[affidavit Sibert would not sign] 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, James W. Sibert, a resident of Cape Coral, Florida, being duly 
sworn make oath as follows: 

I was interviewed on August 25, 1977 at the Sheraton Motor 
Inn in Ft. Meyer, [sic] Florida by James Kelly and Donald A. Purdy, Jr. of 
the staff of the Select Committee on Assassinations. During the interview 
I set forth the substance of the information vfirich follows. 

At this time I reaffirm that this information is accurate and 
truthful to the best of my knowfiedge. 

This statement is made freely, voluntarily, and without threats, 
promises, assurances, or remuneration from any .sources. 

I was assigned to the Baltimore FBI office at the time of the 
assassination; therefore, Bethesda Naval Hospital was within my jurisdic- 
tion. Specifically, the jurisdiction of the FBI was involved because there 
were civilian personnel on a military base; this automatically puts agents 
on station. Mr. O'Neill and I arrived at the Naval Hospital before 
receiving formal word from the bureau, [sic] Ed Hilly was the agent in 
charge who gave us instructions. Specifically, we were instructed to: 

1) get in the motorcade, 

2) witness the autopsy and stay with the body, 

3) preserve the chain of custody and take any bullets to the FBI Labora- 
tory. 

When the motorcade from the airport arrived at the Naval 
Hospital Bobby Kennedy and Mrs. Kennedy were let off at the adminis- 
tration building. Mr. O’Neill and I helped carry the 
[end of page one] 
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casket to the morgue with some Secret Service agents. One of the first 
things I recall hearing was someone mention “...checking with the wife 
regarding a partial autopsy and getting clearances." The talk concerned 
wfiiether or not the body should be opened up to see if the bullet had 
gone in the leg region. It was either Humes. Burkley, or a Secret Service 
man who wanted to check with Mrs. Kennedy. 

One of the first things I did upon getting to the autopsy was to 
get the name of all the people present. Either O’Neill or I was [sic] 
present in the autopsy room at all times, except vfiien everyone was 
cleared out during the X-Rays, [sic] 

During the autopsy O’Neill and I took notes. We would listen 
for the measurements to be called out and we would write them down. 
O’Neill and 1 took possession of the little bottle containing the metal 
fragments that had been removed from the body. I believe there were 
probably two fragments. I believe that both fragments came from the 
head, possibly from the frontal sinus region. 

When the damaged casket arrived the President was put on the 
table and everyone was cleared out so that X-Rays [sic] and photographs 
could be taken; we returned before they began cutting. 

I left once during the autopsy to call the lab, because the 
doctors were having trouble locating bullets. I called Chuck Killion at 
the FBI Lab and was told that a bullet had been found in Parkland 
Hospital. I don’t believe anyone called Parkland Hospital that night to 
find out what had happened there. 

[end of page two] 
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I recall the doctors looking for a bullet in the body and becom- 
ing frustrated during their search. They probed the wound with a finger 
and Dr. Finck probed it with a metal probe. The doctors concluded it 
only went so far and they couldn’t find it. 

I recall some discussion regarding the X-Ray [sic] of the femur. 
There was talk about consultation with Mrs. Kennedy before going 
ahead with it. I believe there were a couple of liaison people to Mrs. 
Kennedy present. 

The head wound was in the upper back of the head. A large 
portion of the piece of the missing bone section came in somewhat later. 

I recall the X-Rays [sic] of the head being shown in the room. 
The head X-Ray [sic] had many flecks like the Milky Way; part of the 
bullet had fragmentized or disintegrated. A lot of the metal fragments 
were tiny and those there [sic] were removed from the body were put in 
a little jar with a black top. Before they [sic] left the morgue we signed a 
receipt for the metal fragments. Regarding the receipt for the “missile" 1 
do not recall how the receipt described the fragments. 

The receipt certainly was not was not for a v^iole missile, rather 
for “...some fragments." The receipt was prepared by someone else and 
typed up by a naval corpsman. If I had prepared the receipt I would 
have listed the items as metal fragments. A single “missile" to me means 
quite a bit of substance, more of a whole bullet. In reference to the fact 
that one of my reports says a copy of the receipt for the missile is 
attached, it is possible the Baltimore offrce may retain the original. 

[end of page three] 
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Regarding my call to Killion and v^at prompted it, it should be 
noted that the Doctors [sic] were at loss as to where the bullet went. 
Nothing was ever mentioned about the anterior (front) neck wound 
being a possible bullet exit wound. The doctors were discussing the 
amount of fragmentation of the bullet and the fact that they couldn't find 
a large piece. They were wondering if it was a kind of bullet which 
fragments completely. That is why 1 left the room to call the lab, to find 
out about that type of bullet. I believe the wound in the front neck was 
characterized as a tracheotomy incision by someone. 

After my phone call I returned to the morgue and told the 
doctors about the bullet found at Parkland. 1 didn't recall Kellerman 
saying anything about it. O’NeiE and 1 were close enough to get 
anything that the doctors said about measurements. If 1 couldn’t 
understand the measurements spoken by Humes I had him restate them. 

I don’t recall the neck having been opened up for examination. One 
thing that struck me was when the President’s body was turned on its 
side 1 noticed the famous scar on the President’s back uWch occurred 
during the P.T. boat incident. 

I had the impression that the doctors were getting clearances 
step by step from the Kennedy family before proceeding with the steps of 
the autopsy. 

In my call to Killion, I asked about a discussion the doctors were 
having about a possible deflection of the bullet 

[end of page four] 
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through the body caused by striking bone. I thought this might have 
accounted for the extensive fragmentization. The phone call came after 
the probing. It was my impression that Finck and Humes agreed that 
there was no exit wound on the bullet through the back. 

The photographs and X-Rays were collected by the Secret 
Service; neither O’Neill nor 1 handled them. Neither O’Neill nor I ever 
touched the photographs. Regarding the listing of those materials in my 
report, Humes told us the number of X-Rays and photographs; we had 
no independent verification, we didn’t count them. We merely took 
notes during the autopsy and checked those notes when we made up 
the draft of our report. O’Neill and I had typical agent notebooks which 
we wrote in. I recall getting measurements of the back wound and the 
skull bone but have no recollection of writing down the location of the 
entrance wound in the President’s head. 1 was present when the bone 
piece was brought in which had been found in the limousine. It was X- 
Rayed [sic] and the doctors had determined it had evidence of metal 
particles. 

1 examined the autopsy descriptive sheet found in the Warren 
Report; it was prepared by Dr. Boswell. The drawing is pretty accurate 
as to v^at we described. The general location of the wounds looks 
accurate. CE385 [sic] and CE 386 [sic] vWch I examined during the 
interview on August 22, 1977 looked accurate as well. 

On reflection 1 believe Humes is the one v*o measured the back 
wound and I personally wrote it down. 1 said he never retained any 
[end of page five] 
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notes; the notes I used to draft report were destroyed following usual 
Bureau procedures. 

I understand that this affidavit may be introduced and received 
into evidence by the Select Committee on Assassinations of the United 
States House of Representatives, and may lead them to make various 
findings of fact, and the statutes applicable to Congressional investiga- 
tion, including but not limited to those concerning false statements, 
obstruction, or misleading, would subject me to criminal penalties for 
not telling the wfiiole and complete truth in this affidavit. 



James W. Sibert 

Signed and sworn to before me this day of 

1978. 



NOTARY PUBLIC 

My Commission Expires: 

[end of page seven and end of document] 
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[Sibert's signed redrafted affidavit] 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, James W. Sibert, a resident of Cape Coral, Florida, being duly 
sworn make oath as follows: 

I was interviewed on August 25, 1977 at the Sheraton Motor 
Inn in Ft. Meyers, Florida by James Kelly and Donald A. Purdy, Jr. of the 
staff of the Select Committee on Assassinations. During the interview I 
set forth the substance of the information wWch follows. 

At this time I reaffirm that this information is accurate and 
truthful to the best of my knovdedge. 

This statement is made freely, voluntarily, and without threats, 
promises, assurances, or remuneration from any sources. 

I was assigned to the Baltimore FBI office at the time of the 
assassination, which has jurisdiction over both Andrews Air Force Base 
Located at Camp Springs, Maryland, and the Naval Medical Center 
located at Bethesda, Maryland. Specifically, the FBI assumes jurisdiction 
over violations of certain State laws which are committed bn U. S. 
Government property by civilians. 

Upon receiving information that Air Force I [sic] was en route 
to Andrews with the body of the deceased President, I joined FBI Agent 
Francis X. O'Neill, Jr. at Andrews. Since it was assumed that many 
dignitaries, members of the news media, and other civilians would be 
present on arrival of Air Force I [sic], 

we would be present should any jurisdictional problems arise. We 
would also be on location should we receive any assignments from our 
FBI Office at Baltimore or FBI Headquarters, Washington, D.C. 

Air Force I [sic] was receiving landing instructions at Andrews 
vriien O’Neill and I were informed that Ed 'Mly, Agent in Charge of the 
Baltimore Division, had called the Hyattsville Resident Agency to relay to 
us instructions he had 



[end of page one] 
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received from Bureau Headquarters in Washington. Hilly had instructed 
us to: 

1) get in the motorcade, 

2) wimess the autopsy and stay with the body, 

3) preserve the chain of arstody and take any bullets to the FBI Labora- 
tory. 

When the motorcade from the airport arrived at the Naval 
Hospital, Bobby Kermedy and Mrs. Kennedy were let off at the Adminis- 
tration Building. Mr. O’Neill and 1 helped carry the damaged casket into 
the autopsy room with some Secret Service agents. 

Since there were numerous people, both civilian and military, 
in the autopsy room, I told O’Neill that we would obtain the names of all 
individuals present. This was done and at all times either O’Neill or I 
was [sic] present in the autopsy room with the exception of when the 
photographs and X-Rays [sac], were taken, at which time everyone other 
than radiologists and photographers were asked to leave the room. Most 
of the time O’Neill and I were both present during the autopsy. Before 
initial incisions were made, I recall someone mentioned “...checking 
with the wife regarding a partial autopsy and getting clearances." I 
believe it was either Humes, Burkley or a Secret Service Agent who 
wanted to check with Mrs. Kennedy. X-Rays [sic] and photographs were 
taken before any incisions were made. 

I recall three major wounds, namely: a large head wound in the 
upper back of the head with a section of the scull [sic] bone missing, a 
second anterior neck wound characterized by someone as a trache- 
otomy incision, and a third wound in the upper back. 1 recall that one 
thing that struck me was w^en the President’s body was turned on its 
side, I noticed the scar in the lower back region from the injury w^aich 
occurred during the P.T. boat incident. 

1 recall the doctors looking for a bullet in the body in connec- 
tion with the back wound and becoming frustrated during their search. 
They probed the wound with a finger and Dr. Finck probed it w/ith a 
metal probe. They concluded 

[end of page two] 
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that the wound went in only so far and they couldn't find the bullet. It 
was my impresaon that both Finck and Humes agreed that there was no 
exit wound of the bullet through the back. The doctors also discussed a 
possible deflection of the bullet in the body caused by striking bone. 
Consideration was also given to a type of bullet which fragments 
completely. 

In connection with a possible deflection of the bullet entering 
the back, some discussion ensued regarding X-Rays [sic] of the lower 
body and the femur areas. There was talk about consultation with Mrs. 
Kennedy before going ahead with contemplated X-Rays [sic] and 
incisions. 1 believe that there were a couple of liaison people to Mrs. 
Kennedy present. 1 had the impression that the doctors were getting 
clearances for certain phases of the autopsy from the Kennedy family. 

Following discussion among the doctors relating to the back 
injury, 1 left the autopsy room to call the FBI Laboratory and spoke with 
Agent Chuch [sic] Killipn. I asked if he could furnish any information 
regarding a type of bullet that would almost completely fragmentize. 
Agent Killion then asked if we knew about a bullet which had been 
found on a stretcher at Parkland Hospital and had been received at the 
Laboratory from a Secret Service Agent. After this phone call, I re- 
turned to the autopsy room and told Dr. Humes about this bullet. I don't 
recall any of the doctors that night at Bethesda calling Parkland Hospital 
at Dallas relative to what medical attention was performed on the 
President while there. 

In reference to the head wound 1 was present when the piece 
of the missing bone from the skull was brought in during the course of 
the autopsy. This piece had reportedly been found in the limousine in 
which the President was riding. This piece of bone was X-Rayed [sic] 
and doctors determined it had evidence of metal 



[end of page three] 
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particles. When the body was first observed on the autopsy table, it was 
thought by the doctors that surgery had possibly been performed in the 
head area and such was reflected in my notes at the time. However, this 
was determined not to be correct following detailed inspection and 
v^en the piece of bone found in the limousine was brought to the 
autopsy room during the latter stages of the autopsy. 

After being developed, the X-rays [sic] of the head were being 
examined in the autopsy room and the X-Rays [sic] showed many flecks 
like the Milky Way. Part of the bullet had fragmentized or disintegrated 
and most of the metal fragments were very tiny. 

As for the anterior neck wound which was described as a 
tracheotomy incision, I don't recall the neck wound being opened up for 
examination and nothing was mentioned about it being a possible bullet 
exit wound. 

During the autopsy O'Neill and I took notes, recording such in 
typical agent size notebooks. We were always close to the doctors and 
as measurements were made by Dr. Humes or other doctors we would 
write them down. If I didn't understand the measurements, I requested 
Humes to repeat them. 

When interviewed on August 25, 1977 by staff member James 
Kelly and Donald A. Purdy, Jr. of the Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions, 1 was shown and examined the autopsy descriptive sheet found in 
the Warren Report which was prepared by Dr. Boswell. The general 
location of the wounds appear to be accurate. CE 385 and CE 386, 
which 1 also examined, looked accurate as well. 

On reflection, I believe Humes was the one vfiio measured the 
location of the back wound and 1 personally wrote it down. I also wrote 
down his measurement of the delivered piece of scull [sic] bone, but 1 
have no recollection of hearing or writing down measurements relating 
to the entrance wound in the President's head. 



[end of page four] 
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HSCA Record Number 180- 10101- 10256 Agency File Number 013315 
Originator-HSCA. 

From: John H. Stover 

To: 

Date: 11/28/78 

Subjects: Stover, John H. 

JFK autopsy 

Contents: Outside Contact Report by Mark Flanagan, 

HSCA investigator, with Capt. John H. 
Stover. Document follows in full. 



OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 11-20-78 TIME 1:30 

I. Identifying Information: 

Name Dr. John Stover Telephone (207) 439-4076 

Address Kittery, Maine 

Type of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

(1) does not recall how and when physical material went 
to White House; Admiral Burkley had control over the materials, “all 
material to be in his custody" (Burkley's) 

(2) not aware of any order of limitation of any kind 

(3) cannot recall the order that Admiral Galloway gave to 
perform a complete autopsy 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): 

[blank] 

Signature: /s' Mark Flanagan 
[end of document] 
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HSCA Record Number 180-10102-1 0407 Agency File Number 013615 
Originator-HSCA 

From: Captain John H. Stover 

To: 

Date: 5/11/78 

Pages: 3 

Subjects: John H. Stover 

Medical Evidence 
JFK autopsy 

Release date: 10/6/93 

Contents: Outside Contact Report by HSCA investiga- 
tor Mark Flanagan with Capt. John Stover. 

Document follows in fiiU. 



KENNEDY 

OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 5/11/78 TIME 12:05P 

I. Identifying Infomiation: 

Name: Captain John H. Stover Telephone 207 439 4076 
Address Kittery, Maine 
TVpe of Contact: X Telephone 
Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

1 . I called Captain Stover because he was present at the 
autopsy of President Kemiedy. Stover was the Commanding Officer of 
the National Naval Medical School. The Pathology Department was 
under the jurisdiction of tlie school. 

2. Three doctors performed the autopsy and X-ray 
personnel were called in; senior officer also observed the autopsy. 

3. Stover observed the following defects on the body of 
the President. First, a woimd on the top of the head, second, a wound 
in the upper back; and third, an incision in the neck. 

4. Stover said the doctors were taking notes. Stover said 
the microscopic appearance is what told the doctors 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): 

[blank] 

Signature: Mark Flanagan [typed] /s/ Mark Flanagan 
[end of page one] 
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Captain John H. Stover OCR 
2 

whether a wound was an inshoot or and outshoot 

wound. 

5. Stover cannot recall ever seeing an intact missile in 
the autopsy room. 

6. Stover said that from the missile track in the upper 
back that he had the impression that the bullet had passed throu^ the 
neck area. 

7. The brain had to sit in formaldehyde; the abdominal 
organs would have then been returned to the cadaver. The brain was 
placed in a stainless steel bucket and placed in the closet of Admiral 
Galloway. The smaller portions of organs were placed in individual jars 
and then probably placed in the Pathology Department safe. Stover said 
the excess tissue is normally incinerated and the slides retained. 

8. Stover said that he and the doctors were acting under 
the orders of Admiral Burkley in regard to the disposition of the autopsy 
materials. Stover said that Berkley [sic] was "very particular about the 
materials.” 

9. Stover does not know exactly what materials were 
retained. He did say that a 7" x 8" cylinder seems like a rather small 
container for a brain. 

10. Stover said specimens from an autopsy are normally 

retained in locked cabinets at Bethesda and occasion^y sent to special- 
ists at AFIP - Walter Reed. 



[end of page two] 
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1 1 . Stover said he seems to remember Bobby Kermedy 
periodically visiting the autopsy room during the autopsy and certainly 
after the body was prepared. 

12. Stover said the Medical School processed the X-rays 
but not the film. 

13. No recollections of vfiiether or not the pathologists 
examined the adrenal glands. 

[end of page three and end of document] 
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HSCA Record Number 10010042 Agency File Number 002086 
Originator-HSCA 

From: Purdy, Donald A. 

To: Autopsy file 



Pages: 

Subjects: 



8/19/77 



Medical evidence 
JFK autopsy 
Wehle, General 
MDW 



Release date: 10/23/93 



Contents: Memorandum by HSCA investigator Purdy 

on telephone interview with General P. 
Wehle on 8/19/77. Document follows in full. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO : Autopsy File 

FROM: Andy Purdy 
DATE: August 19, 1977 

Re : Phone Conversation This Date with General Wehle 

(804-394-4402) 

General Wehle was an observer during part Of the autopsy. 

General Wehle was only present during the latter stages of the 
autopsy, after all the cutting had been done. He saw the President's 
naked body being placed on the slab and watched a technician doing a 
lot of slicing of tissue and searching for foreign bodies. He appeared to 
be looking with a fine tooth comb. 

General Wehle was there in his capacity at Military C.O. of the 
Washington l^tary District. He provided the casket bearers and was 
present to try to be helpful. He waited outside the autopsy room until his 
aide told him the cutting had been concluded. He helped keep the 
many members of the press away. 

Late in the autopsy his aide (Richard A. Lipsey - 12985 High- 
land Road, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; mailing address: P.O. Box 2506; 
70821; 504-343-2831), informed him that the autopsy doctors had 
finished cutting and ^at he might want to go in. 

Gen. Wehle said his aide was in the autopsy room quite a bit 
sooner than he was. He said his aide helped him a Me bit and in 
keeping people out of the room and helped with the casket bearers. 

Gen. Wehle said the door to the autopsy room was guarded by 
a group of Marines, probably consisting of from eight to ten men 
maximum. He said he did not notice any of the guards until he got 
closer to the actual room in which the autopsy was being conducted. 

Gen. Wehle said he came with the group of cars which 
included the ambulance carrying the coffin, but said he missed riding in 
the ambulance. 

Gen. Wehle said he was not sure who was in charge of the 
autopsy, but said he felt it was probably the highest 



[end of page one] 
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ranking surgeons there were. He had no information concerning any 
non-surgeons who may have been running things. He had no discus- 
sions with Adm. Burkley or Robert McNamara concerning orders given 
regarding the nature of the autopsy. 

Gen. Wehle emphasized he gained no information about t^irat 
the autopsy surgeons found by his presence in the area or in the autopsy 
room itself. He did notice a glass vial containing metal fragments. 

The only person Gen. Wehle remembered being present was 
Gen. Godfrey McHugh an Air Force Aide, vAto he thought may have 
been inside during the early part of the autopsy. Wehle said that 
Manchester's book might provide some extra information on this. 

Gen. Wehle had no information concerning the following: 

1 . The disposition of the brain or tissue sections. 

2. The existence of any notes or note pads in the vicinity 
of the autopsy room, or the like. 

Gen. Wehle said he had the impression that all personnel 
involved in the autopsy were very serious about trying to find out viiat 
had happened to the President. When he entered the autopsy room, 
Gen. Wehle noticed a slight bruise over the right temple of the President 
but did not see any significant damage to any other part of the head. He 
noted that the wound was in the back of the head so he would not see it 
because the President was lying face up; he also said he did not see any 
damage to the top of the head, but said the President had a lot of hair 
which could have hidden that. Gen. Wehle also did not notice any exit 
wounds on the throat, saying the wound was very small anyway, (^n. 
Wehle was of the opinion (professionally uninformed) that there could 
have been an open casket. He believed Robert Kennedy made the 
decision that the casket would be closed. 



AP:aeh 



[end of page two and end of document] 



HSCA Record Number 180-10080-10346 Agency File Number 005421 
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The Kathleen Cunningham Collection: HSCA Documents Relating 



OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 
DATE 12-15-78 TIME 2:00 

I. Identifying Infonnation: 

Name: General Wehle Telephone: (804) 394-4402 

Address: Famham, Virginia 

TVpe of Contact: X Telephone 

Person 

II. Summary of Contact: 

Contacted Wehle Res. 

1) to inquire if he was still the CO of the military District 
of Wash at the time of JFK’s reinterrment in March, 1967 — he was NOT 
— retired in 1965. 

2) if Wehle knows the address of a Samuel Byrd (Bird) — 
this person was alleged to have been at JFK’s autopsy — Wehle stated 
that he did not know where he might be — did say that he heard an 
unconfirmed report that Byrd had been seriously wounded during 
Viemam — did say that Byrd was in the 1st Battalion, 3rd Inf. in 1963 — 
stationed at Ft. Myer. 

III. Recommended Follow-up (if any): [blank] 

Signature: /s' Mark Flanagan 

[end of page one and end of document] 
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